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Arrest made in 
fatal robbery/
shooting in 
Edson...

HRH live-
streamed 
Christmas 
Carol a hit!...

 A Merry 
Christmas
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Holiday 
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Letters to 
Santa...

TIS THE SEASON

The Weekly Anchor

Support the local businesses 
that keep your community and 

its newspaper thriving.

R

now hiring Ÿ Full time & Part time
Ÿ Competitive wages
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CONGRATULATIONS!
TO ALL HOLY REDEEMER GRADS OF 2023! 

up to up to up to 50%OFF
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use of ATE 
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MOTHERS DAY SALES!
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Details
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VISIT US DURING THE SUMMER FESTIVAL
July 10, 11, & 12th FOR GREAT SALES!

R

Sept
1 week
each

*Regular priced items.

Parade participants, some dressed up as fun characters, handed out candy to kids during the 2024 Santa Parade in Edson (see page 4). photo 
Shaylyn Thornton
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'Light Up the 
Trail Hall' event 
celebrates the 
season...

HALL

by Niki Luymes

ATCO hosted an open house at 
the Niton Community Hall on 
November 28, regarding their 
new pipeline project. The open 

house ran from 5pm to 8pm and 
was the first of several planned 
information nights focused on 
g e t t i n g  f e e d b a c k  o n  t h e 
Yellowhead Mainline natural gas 
pipeline project.

The proposed pipeline will 
extend from just outside Peers to 
the Fort Saskatchewan area. It 
was at  the September 17, 
Yellowhead Council meeting 
that ATCO first introduced the 

project in the area.
The pipeline will help fill 

growing industrial, commercial 
and residential demand for 
natural gas in Alberta. The 

Main Street, EdsonMain Street, Edson

780-723-6677780-723-6677
Main Street, Edson

780-723-6677BrendonBrendonBrendon

reg price items

see 
page 7

NITE OWL SALE!NITE OWL SALE! NITE OWL SALE! 
Thurs, December 12 - 10am to 9pm 

Mon-Weds 10am-6pm, Thurs 10am-8pm, Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 12am-4pm

Draw Your Discount

10-50%  Off

ATCO holds open house for proposed
Yellowhead Mainline natural gas pipeline

Thymes TwoThymes TwoThymes Two
Unique Gifts & More

306 Main Street, Edson                         Ph: 780-723-3350 Regular Hours: Mon to Fri 10am-6pm; Sat 10am-5pm; Sunday 12-4pmRegular Hours: Mon to Fri 10am-6pm; Sat 10am-5pm; Sunday 12-4pmRegular Hours: Mon to Fri 10am-6pm; Sat 10am-5pm; Sunday 12-4pm

NITE OWLNITE OWL  
SALESALE

DEC 12: 10am to 9pmDEC 12: 10am to 9pm

NITE OWL 
SALE

DEC 12: 10am to 9pm

DRAW
YOUR

DISCOUNT *Free Gift Wrapping

Regular prices

including Kcups!
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a safe
and
joyful
Christmas...
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Town of Edson offering Skate with Santa Event 
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A proud Alberta business, since 1917, 
Summers Drilling specializes in water well 

drilling and water well repairs. 

A column of smoke near Minnow Lake was visible to 
surrounding communities on May 14, 2023from the 
Deep Creek Wildfire Complex – EWF035, WCU001 & 
WCU002. WCU001. The wildfire zone is located 
southeast of Entwistle and west over the Pembina River 
where it spread north and travelled over Highway 16. 
The wildfire is parallel with Highway 16 and moved 
further west where the wildfire spread just north of 
Wildwood. Alberta Wildfire

Drop-in
Mon to Thurs
9am to Noon

Passport photos,
firearm photos,

visa photos, and more

5010

The Weekly Anchor
5010 3rd Avenue, Edson

780-723-5787

PASSPORT PHOTOS & MORE

Mon to Thurs
9am to Noon

March 4: Join us for FireSmart Days 2pm-7pm 
( Drop in any time) at Galloway Museum 

March 8, April 12: Join Trail Hall for potluck suppers 
for more information call 780-728-5641.

March 10-31: Yoga in Peers, Sundays 6pm-7pm 
Peers Multiplex ages 12+ register at 

yhcounty.ca/registration

EVENT REMINDERS

Dec. 14
Nite 
Owl 
Sale
in 

Edson 

C o n d i t i o n s  a r e 
currently right for a 
wildfire and the risk could 
be present year-round 
depending on weather 
condi t ions and snow 
levels.
A b o v e  s e a s o n a l 

temperatures and the lack 
of precipitation for the past 
month have driven our fire 
danger to MODERATE in 
the forest area.
This means that a fire 

can easily ignite where 
there is exposed dead or 
dry  vegetat ion s ince 
there's no snow cover to 
prevent the spread. It 
would a lso have the 
potential to climb into the 
trees.
If you see smoke or flame 

in the forest, report it to 
310-FIRE.

Wildfire Update

JOB ADS ALSO
GO ONLINE at

weeklyanchor.com
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Coming soon!
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EVENT
REMINDER

July 18:

Bear Chase 
Triathlon

at
Bear Lake.

Ages 3-13 
register at 

yhcounty.ca/registration 

or in person at
 Yellowhead 

County office
or call 

780-723-4800

Weekly Anchor Newspaper

VISIT OUR FREE E-EDITION
(Digital version identical to our print version)

www.weeklyanchor.com
Current Flip issue or downloadable PDF 

Years of back issues available!

$40/Hour for Members

$50/Hour for Non-Members
*per hour -not per person

Great for parties or small groups!
You can also book both Simulators
at once if the group is big enough.

Returning members receive 

15% off if purchased by 
Jan 31, 2025

Still some great items in our proshop 
for Christmas and we do gift 

certificates as well!

40% off all clothing, and the rest of

the merchandise have some deals too!

Come on down, say hi and get your 
Christmas shopping done without all 

the rush!

Proshop will be open every day leading up to Christmas
Call 780 723-7191 for more details.
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Event Reminder
May 9: For mental health week, join 
the Town of Edson for Darkness to 
Light – Mental Health Awareness. Join 
the community and place luminaries or 
a simple candle outside your home to 
u n i t e  f o r  a  l i g h t  a t  d a w n 
(approximately 5:10 am).

West Yellowhead MLA 
Martin Long

Public School Division

Event Reminders

August 11: Niton Green Grove 
Pool PUBLIC SWIM and 
OUTDOOR MOVIE NIGHT 
(ZOOTOPIA). Public Swim 2:00-
9:30 PM; BBQ/Concession 2:30-
8:30 PM. Email 
ntarves@yhcounty.ca for more 
information or call 780-723-4800.

thAug 13: 10  Annual Gospel Jam 
Free to attend 3pm-8pm located at 
Niton Community Hall Concession 
available  (Rg Rd 130 across from 
Niton School).

Weekly Anchor E-Edtion
Free online at

WWW.WEEKLYANCHOR.COM

by Deanna Mitchener

Views & News

Edmonton
#134-15277 Castledowns Road

Edmonton, AB

1-855-258-9429

HEARING EVALUATIONS

Helping the world hear better
Serving Alberta since 1964

We are AADL, WCB, HI\\NIHB, DVA provider

* Latest Technology - all digital 
hearing aid models

* Repairs to all models
* 30 day trial period

We provide:

Edson Clinic
Weds, Nov 22, 2023* 10:00am-1:00pm

Edson Medical Centre
616 50 St, Edson

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
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We've made a list and 
checked it twice...

you're invited cause 
you're nice!

Seniors and Community
Appreciation Christmas!

Call the Recycling Depot at
780.723.4002 for more information

*Limited seating inside and takeout available.

Christmas Dinner will be served
as well as goodies and coffee!

Come sit on Santa's knee and 
have your picture taken.

We'll have a Ho-Ho-Whole
lot of fun!

Recy
cling

Dep
ot

Date: Wednesday, December 11, 2024
Time: 10 AM - 1 PM

Place: Edson & District Recycling Depot 

5327 1st Ave, Edson

Edson Funeral Home
Foothills Memorial ChapelFoothills Memorial Chapel

and Crematoriumand Crematorium
Foothills Memorial Chapel

and Crematorium

Traditional Funeral Services, 
Graveside Services,

Cemetery Monuments, 
Prearrangement Plans

and Cremation Options with a 
Crematorium on Site in Edson.

Taking care of your family
in your time of need for over 40 years.

Serving Edson, Hinton, Jasper, Grande Cache,Whitecourt and the surrounding areas

Ph: 780.723.3575   Toll Free: 800.238.3462
www.foothillsmemorialchapel.com 

5040—6 Ave., Edson, AB T7E 1T8 (P.O. Box 6358) - Fax:780.723.2021

Edson Funeral Home; Foothills Memorial Chapel and Crematorium
are a caring Division of the Caring Group Corp.

*A member of the Alberta Funeral Association; Funeral Service Association of Canada

Respectfully honouring your Traditions

project will be a significant driver of 
lower-carbon economic growth in the 
province and expand the capacity 
while enhancing the efficiency of 
Alberta's natural gas network.

"This project is proposed ultimately 
to increase the capacity of the overall 
Alberta-wide natural gas transmission 
network," said Patrick Bain, Director 
of Yellowhead Mainline for ATCO 
Energy Systems. "The Yellowhead 
Mainline is the best alternative to 
deliver that energy to our customers 
and expand the overall network to the 
benefit of all Albertans." The finalized 
pipeline will consist of over 200kms of 
36" diameter pipeline and is expected 
to have the capability to deliver over 
1,200 terajoules (or 1.1 billion cubic 
feet) of natural gas per day.

The projected investment by ATCO 
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  l a rg e s t  s i n g l e 
investment in company history and 
will have significant direct and 
downstream economic benefits within 
the province. It is expected to create 
roughly 2,000 jobs during construction 
and provide the energy for projects and 
operations that will result in more than 
$20 billion in investments and 
associa ted employment  wi thin 
Alberta.

Currently the project is still in the 
proposal and approval phases. While 
the pipeline does have a set start and 
end location, they have yet to fully 
decide on the path it will take to get 
there. That is the main goal of the open 
houses. ATCO it presenting potential 
routes to local residents to gain 
feedback on the project. 

"Right now we are in the route 
concept stage. We are in the area 
collecting feedback from landowners, 
Indigenous groups, municipalities and 
the general public as well as collecting 

our geotechnical, environmental and 
survey information," said Bain.  
Within the Yellowhead County area, 
the choice is between a route north of 
Highway 16, or one that generally 
parallels the highway and the Trans 
Mountain pipeline. 

ATCO has already submitted the first 
of two applications to the Alberta 
U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n .  " T h e 
application that we have in right now is 
to establish that there is a need for this 
pipeline. The second and more 
technical application will occur later in 
2025. That's when we submit all of our 
stakeholder engagement, designs and 
technical details," Bain said. If the first 
application is fully approved, the 
project will continue with engineering 
and further consultations in 2025. The 
c u r r e n t  t i m e l i n e  h a s  o f f i c i a l 
construction starting in fall of 2026. 
The target in-use date for the pipeline is 
November 2027. 

As the project progresses, ATCO 
plans to have more open house events, 
consul tat ions,  and s takeholder 
meetings. "There are six open houses 
planned right now for this preliminary 
stage; three before Christmas and three 
after. We probably will complete 
another six by the summer of 2025, 
once we have the route chosen," said 
Bain.  

It is estimated that the project and all 
downstream investments ,  once 
operational, will support roughly 
23,700 jobs in 2028 and contribute 
$3.9 billion gross value-added per year 
to Alberta’s GDP.

For more information on the project 
go to ATCO.com/Yellowhead. There 
you  can  f ind  a l l  t he  r e l evan t 
information and ways to reach out with 
any questions you may have. 

ATCO holds open house for proposed
Yellowhead Mainline natural gas pipeline

by Niki Luymes

Santa made a trip to Edson to take part in the 
annual Skate with Santa event at the Edson and 
District Leisure Centre on November 30. The 
event was hosted by the Town of Edson's 
Community Development team. 

From 2pm to 5pm people of all ages and skill 
levels were welcome to join Santa on the ice. Even 
Mrs. Claus came out to enjoy the fun. Everyone 
enjoyed the free skate with the jolly old elf while 
also getting free snacks and prizes from Santa's 
helpers. 

The event has been a part of Edson's Christmas 

celebrations for over three years. "It is our yearly 
opportunity to bring the big guy in red out to 
celebrate and kick off the holidays," said Sarah 
McDonald, Community Development Supervisor. 
"It's just really time to connect with the community 
and get in the spirit of the holidays." This year the 
event was held in the Memorial Arena and 
community use room.  

Upon entering the arena, attendees could go over 
to the prize table and spin to win. The elves 
running the booth were giving out stickers, candy 
canes, and cookie decorating kits.  Guests could 
take the kits home or go to the community room to 
decorate their cookies. Other activities like 

Town hosts free annual Skate with Santa event

colouring were also available.
There was also a photo booth set up that would 

quickly print guest's festive snapshots. "Right from 
the beginning it's been steady. We're estimating that 
we've had over 200 to 300 people turnout. A lot of 
people were coming to skate as a family, so it's 
been a really fun day," said McDonald. 

Abbigail Morin, Sarah McDonald, and Emy Falardeau, were handing out free 
gingerbread cookies for people to decorate at the Skate with Santa Event at the 
Edson Leisure Centre on November 30. photo Niki Luymes

The Edson Community Development Elves were handing out treats and prizes at the 
annual Skate with Santa Event at the Edson Leisure Centre. photo Niki Luymes 

weekly
anchor.com



PAGE 4    MONDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2024

PAGE 2    MONDAY NOVEMBER 18, 2019  

   MONDAY JULY 4, 2016   PAGE 2   THE WEEKLY ANCHOR

THE WEEKLY ANCHOR

THE WEEKLY ANCHOR

The Weekly Anchor

The Weekly Anchor

5010 3rd Avenue, Edson

780-723-5787

5040 3rd Avenue, Edson

780-723-5787

PASSPORT PHOTOS & MORE

The Weekly Anchor

5010 3rd Avenue, Edson

780-723-5787
DROP IN AND SEE!DROP IN AND SEE!
Mon to Thurs 9am to NoonMon to Thurs 9am to Noon

DROP IN AND SEE!
Mon to Thurs 9am to Noon

PASSPORT PHOTOS
 & MORE

The Weekly AnchorThe Weekly AnchorThe Weekly Anchor

Professional Digital Passport System photos 
ready in minutes; CALL TO BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT...

5040 3rd Avenue, Edson5040 3rd Avenue, Edson

780-723-5787780-723-5787
5040 3rd Avenue, Edson

780-723-5787

CALL TO BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENTCALL TO BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENTCALL TO BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT

PASSPORT PHOTOS & MORE

The Weekly AnchorThe Weekly AnchorThe Weekly Anchor
WE HAVE RESUMEDWE HAVE RESUMED
OUR PHOTO SERVICESOUR PHOTO SERVICES
FOR PASSPORTS, VISASFOR PASSPORTS, VISAS
FIREARMS AND MOREFIREARMS AND MORE

BY APPOINTMENTBY APPOINTMENT
ONLY - PLEASE CALLONLY - PLEASE CALL
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local. Local journalism matters and it's local 
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
TOWN OF EDSON 

EVENT REMINDER

Gerald Soroka
MP Yellowhead

EVENT REMINDER

January 21:
World Snow Day: Join us at Bear Lake Park for afternoon fun 

Setzers Sleigh Rides, Campfires, Cross Country Skiing and 
Snowshoeing. 1pm-3pm.

January 21:

World Snow Day. 
Join us at Bear 
Lake Park for 
afternoon fun 
Setzers Sleigh 

Rides, Campfires, 
Cross Country 

Skiing and 
Snowshoeing. 

1pm-3pm.
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EVENT REMINDER

April 20, May 18, June 15: Grief Support Group 
9:30am-11:30am at Griffiths Park Centre, 
questions contact Sarah at 780-712-3500 or 
email sarahm@edson.ca

TOWN OF EDSON
Public Information & Notices 2024

Town of Edson
Office Hours:

Monday to Friday
8am to 4pm

(Closed Stat Holidays)

www.edson.ca
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Town of Edson
Office Hours:

Monday to Friday
8am to 4pm

(Closed Stat Holidays)

 For more information on photo enforcement, including a list of frequently asked questions and stats, 
visit . www.edson.ca/photo-enforcement

 PHOTO ENFORCEMENT 
LOCATIONS FOR JULY 2023 

Cycling, 
Construction 
Zone, Off-Highway 
Vehicles, and 
Fatigue

Cycling, 
Construction 
Zone, Off-Highway 
Vehicles

The Town of Edson aligns its Traffic Safety 
Priorities with the Alberta Traffic Safety Plan, with 
an aim to reduce road traffic fatalities.
Each month the Alberta Safety Plan has a specific 
focus for information and enforcement activities. 
June's focus is Commercial Vehical Safety, 
Cycling, Construction Zone, Off-Highway Vehicles, 
and Fatigue.
For more details on the Alberta Traffic Safety Plan, 
visit https://www.alberta.ca/alberta-traffic-safety-
plan.aspx

- Additional locations may be photo enforced on the above dates.
- Photo enforcement may not operate on all dates above.

4405 50 street4405 50 street
Stony Plain, ABStony Plain, AB
4405 50 street
Stony Plain, AB

780-963-1282780-963-1282780-963-1282

www.summersdrilling.comwww.summersdrilling.comwww.summersdrilling.com

Summers Drilling Summers Drilling 
Water Well DrillingWater Well Drilling
Summers Drilling 

Water Well Drilling

A proud Alberta business, since 1917, A proud Alberta business, since 1917, 
Summers Drilling specializes in water well Summers Drilling specializes in water well 

drilling and water well repairs. drilling and water well repairs. 

A proud Alberta business, since 1917, 
Summers Drilling specializes in water well 

drilling and water well repairs. 

Edmonton
#134-15277 Castledowns Road

Edmonton, AB

1-855-258-9429

HEARING EVALUATIONS

Helping the world hear better
Serving Alberta since 1964

We are AADL, WCB, HI\\NIHB, DVA provider

* Latest Technology - all digital 
hearing aid models

* Repairs to all models
* 30 day trial period

We provide:

Edson Clinic
Weds, June 26, 2024* 10:00am-1:00pm

Edson Medical Centre
616 50 St, Edson

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
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Town of Edson
Office Hours:

Monday to Friday
8am to 4pm

(Closed Stat Holidays)

EVENT REMINDER
First Wednesday of Every Month: Senior's Recycling Day. 

Between 10 am and 1 pm, senior citizens are welcome to visit 
the depot for snacks and refreshments while their staff unloads 

your sorted recyclables free of charge.

Edmonton
#134-15277 Castledowns Road

Edmonton, AB

1-855-258-9429

HEARING EVALUATIONS

Helping the world hear better
Serving Alberta since 1964

We are AADL, WCB, HI\\NIHB, DVA provider

* Latest Technology - all digital 
hearing aid models

* Repairs to all models
* 30 day trial period

We provide:

Edson Clinic
Tues, Dec 17, 2024* 10:00am-1:00pm

Edson Medical Centre
616 50 St, Edson

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

George Buckle:  May 17, 1929 - December 7, 2014

Liz Buckle:  October 14, 1936 - December 18, 2002 

The song may have ended,The song may have ended,
But the melody lingers on.But the melody lingers on.

You are always in our hearts.You are always in our hearts.

The song may have ended,
But the melody lingers on.

You are always in our hearts.

Patricia, Sheila and TrevorPatricia, Sheila and TrevorPatricia, Sheila and Trevor

by Shaylyn Thornton

The Santa Claus Parade 
has long been a holiday 
staple for the Edson and 
area community, and this 
year's event brought tons 
of fun and joy to parade 
participants and viewers 
alike. With a theme of 
“favourite Christmas 
movie ,”  many local 
groups and businesses 
rose to the occasion and 
put on a great parade with 
t he i r  co lou r fu l  and 
creative floats.

For the first time, the 
Edson Friendship Centre 
stepped in to plan and 
organize the event, with 
Culture Coordinator 
S y d n e y  D a v e n p o r t 
taking the reigns. “We 
heard that it might not 
happen if the Edson 
Friendship Centre didn't 
do it, and we couldn't let 
that happen,” she said.

Organizing the parade 
was a huge undertaking, 
but one that Davenport 
felt was a “great opportu-
nity.” “I didn't really 
know what I was doing at 
first, I really had to figure 
it out,” she laughed. “It 
was a lot of fun. I gained a 
lot of understanding of 
what goes on behind the 
scenes with big commu-
nity events like this. I 
already have new ideas 
for next year!”

The parade itself had 30 
floats, and each float had 
several volunteers that 
helped with things like 
design, driving, handing 
out candy, riding the 
float, etc. Participants 
and viewers provided 
“excellent feedback,” 
specifically regarding the 
number of floats, the new 
route, and the number of 
kiddos involved.

Davenport decided to 
try a new parade route 
this year, which would 
allow the parade to both 
begin and end in the 
PCHS parking lot so that 
p a r a d e  p a r t i c i p a n t s 
wouldn't have to worry 
abou t  making  ex t ra 
arrangements to get back 
to their vehicles, and 
would be able to do so 
safely. 

As with any event, 
people come together to 
m a k e  i t  h a p p e n . 
Davenport noted that the 
Town of Edson was a 
great support with the 
event, and she thanked 
the HRH football team 
who provided security at 
the parking lot where 
p a r a d e  p a r t i c i p a n t s 
parked their vehicles.

Another group of youth 
that took part was the 
U 1 8  E d s o n  S a b r e s 
hockey team, who had a 
large float with many 

members of their team 
aboard. The float also had 
two players “skiing” off 
the back of the truck, 
which was very fun to 
watch.

“It was silly and goofy, 
and it was awesome to 
see such a large group,” 
l aughed  Davenpor t . 
“These teenagers spent a 
Saturday night doing 
s o m e t h i n g  f o r  t h e 
community instead of 
doing something else. It 
was great.”

Davenport was also 
proud of youngsters from 
the Edson Friendship 
C e n t r e ' s  We a v i n g 
Wicihitowin program 
w h i c h  f o s t e r s  t h e 
building of relationships 
a n d  c o m m u n i t y  f o r 
Indigenous children. “It 
all starts with our young 
ones,” she said, adding 
that the Santa Parade was 
r e a l l y  a b o u t  d o i n g 
something for the kids in 
the community.

In years past, awards 
would be handed out for 
f loa t s  based  on  the 
decisions of a committee 
in the parking area ahead 
of the parade, but this 
year Davenport wanted 
to open it up and “allow 
the community to vote on 
what brought them the 
most joy.” 

To accomplish this, she 
will be posting photos of 
the parade floats on the 
“ E d s o n  F r i e n d s h i p 
C e n t r e  –  C u l t u r e ” 
Facebook page, where 
the community can vote 
on awards such as Best 
F l o a t  D e s i g n ,  B e s t 
T h e m e ,  B e s t  i n 
Community Spirit, and 
Best Child Involvement. 
Community members are 
encouraged to join the 

page and vote for your 
favourites.

With her first parade in 
the books, Davenport 
looks forward to next 
year and making 2025's 
parade even better. She 
was sure to thank the 
c o m m u n i t y  f o r  t h e 
“grace and patience” 
shown to her throughout 
the process. “I really 
appreciate the opportu-
nity to try to do some-
thing new,” she said.

“Sometimes a commu-
n i t y  g o e s  t h r o u g h 
difficult times, whether it 

be  economica l ly  o r 
otherwise, and we can 
kind of forget about each 
other,” Davenport said. 

“But this event showed 
how much we can pull 
t o g e t h e r.  E v e r y o n e 
highlighted what it really 

means to be a commu-
nity. It really filled my 
heart with joy and pride.”

Edson Friendship Centre steps up to plan Santa Claus Parade

Apex Distribution participated in the 2024 Santa Parade in Edson on November 30 with a very fun Grinch-themed 
float. photo Shaylyn Thornton

The Edson LEAP Society had a great Charlie Brown-themed float during the 2024 Santa Parade in Edson. photo 
Shaylyn Thornton
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Town of Edson
Office Hours

CLOSED TO PUBLIC DUE TO
COVID RESTRICTIONS

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

www.edson.ca

POOL SCHEDULE

Jan 4 we’ll be back to our regular hours (unless something changes) of 8-4.

 

TOWN OF EDSON
Public Information & Notices 2024

Town of Edson
Office Hours:

Monday to Friday
8am to 4pm

(Closed Stat Holidays)

www.edson.ca

REQUEST FOR TENDER

PROUDLY BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

 For more information on photo enforcement, including 
a list of frequently asked questions and stats, visit 
www.edson.ca/photo-enforcement. 

EDSON AND DISTRICT
LEISURE CENTRE

EDSON AND DISTRICT
LEISURE CENTRE

Program Overview

Program Overview

Mail directly to the Town

 For more information on photo enforcement, including a list of frequently 
asked questions and stats, visit . www.edson.ca/photo-enforcement

 PHOTO ENFORCEMENT 
LOCATIONS FOR
DECEMBER 2024 

Pedestrian 
safety
Wildlife
Winter driving

Winter driving
Fatigue

The Town of Edson aligns its Traffic 
Safety Priorities with the Alberta 
Traffic Safety Plan, with an aim to 
reduce road traffic fatalities.
Each month the Alberta Safety Plan 
has a specific focus for information 
and enforcement activities. 
December's focus is Impaired 
Driving, Winter Driving, and Fatugue.
For more details on the Alberta 
Traffic Safety Plan, visit 
https://www.alberta.ca/alberta-traffic-
safety-plan.aspx

- Additional locations may be photo enforced on the above dates.
- Photo enforcement may not operate on all dates above.

in the community
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Town of Edson
Office Hours:

Monday to Friday
8am to 4pm

(Closed Stat Holidays)

The Town of Edson will be the host of a large-scale, multi-
agency, emergency exercise throughout the day on Friday, 
December 6th, 2024. 

The site for the exercise is in the vicinity of Parkland 
Composite High School and Ecole Pine Grove School, there 
will be a large police and first responder presence. Do not be 
alarmed, this is an EXERCISE ONLY! 

This is a non-school day; therefore, students will not be 
impacted. 

Be aware that roads and trails in the area will be closed off 
for the duration of the event. We ask that residents keep their 
distance and allow crews to focus on the exercise. 

Programming at the Edson & District Leisure Centre will not 
be impacted. 

We appreciate your patience as we conduct this important 
exercise to ensure our community, and all agencies involved, 
are better prepared for potential future emergency situations. 
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Riding Update:

by Adrienne Tait

ViewPoint
My

by Deanna Mitchener

Views & News

by Deanna Mitchener

Views & News

Letter to the Editor

Letter to the Editor

ViewPoint
by Cassie Kushniruk
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TIME...
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Robin Campbell
President of the Coal Association of Canada

Op/Ed

Comment
he Weekly ANCHORT Support the local businesses that keep your 

community and its newspaper thriving.

Comment
he Weekly ANCHORT Support the local businesses that keep your 

community and its newspaper thriving.

Support the local businesses that
keep your community and its
local newspaper thriving.

Name: Grayson
Grade: 3
Age: 8
If you got to spend the day as an 
animal, what animal would you be? 
Why? A lemur because I
could jump really far and hang 
upside down.

Edson RCMP Occurrences
For the week of Nov 13 to Nov 19, 2023

Meet 5 year on Waylon a student at Vanier 
Community Catholic School.
What is your favorite holiday? fishing trip
What is your favorite subject? English
Favorite food? pink salmon
Favorite color? Green
What do you want to be when you grow 
up? a farmer, a butcherman, and a worker. 

Meet 5 year old Waylon, a student at Vanier 
Community Catholic School.

What is your favorite holiday? fishing trip
What is your favorite subject? English
Favorite food? pink salmon
Favorite color? Green

What do you want to be when you grow 
up? a farmer, a butcherman, and a worker.

Support the local businesses
that keep your community and 

its newspaper thriving. 

Local 
Journalism
Matters....

Support the local businesses
that keep your community and 

its newspaper thriving. 

Local 
Journalism
Matters....

Support the local businesses
that keep your community and 

its newspaper thriving. 

Local 
Journalism
Matters....

Support the local businesses
that keep your community and 

its newspaper thriving. 

Local Journalism Matters...

Name: Grace
Grade: 4
Age: 9
What is the best thing about coming back 
to school? I get to see all my friends and 
the teachers.

Please note, there will be 
no issue for Dec 30, 2024

due to our staff holiday break.
We'll be back to our

weekly schedule
with our January 6, 2025 issue.  

FROM THE
WEEKLY ANCHOR

Please rememberPlease remember
to shop localto shop local
this holidaythis holiday

season.season.

Please remember
to shop local
this holiday

season.

Office will be closed Dec 23 reopening Dec 30  
*We will be checking emails and messages
email: anchorwk@telusplanet.net  780-723-5787

THANK-YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Please note, there will be 
no issue for Jan 1, 2024

due to our staff holiday break.
We'll be back to our

weekly schedule
with our January 8 issue.  

FROM THE
WEEKLY ANCHOR

MerryMerry
ChristmasChristmas

and a and a 

HAPPY NEWHAPPY NEW
YEARYEAR

Merry
Christmas

and a 

HAPPY NEW
YEAR

Office will be closed Dec 23 reopening Jan 2.  
*We will be checking emails and messages
email: anchorwk@telusplanet.net  780-723-5787

THANK-YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Meet 10 year old student Zoey who attends 
Vanier Community Catholic School. 

What is your favourite holiday? Halloween
What is your favourite subject?  Art
What is your favourite food? Pizza
What do you what to be when you grow up? 
Geologist

Support the local businesses
that keep your community and 

its newspaper thriving. 

Local Journalism Matters...

Support the local businesses
that keep your community and 

its newspaper thriving. 

Local Journalism Matters...
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that keep your community and 

its newspaper thriving. 

Local Journalism Matters...

Support the local businesses
that keep your community and 

its newspaper thriving. 

Local Journalism Matters...

 © Troy Media

The views, opinions and positions expressed in 
this editorial column are the author's alone. They 
do not inherently or expressly reflect the views, 
opinions and/or positions of The Weekly Anchor, its 
staff, or Troy Media.
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MP Yellowhead
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Dana McArthur
Member Canadian Association of Journalists
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Guest Editorial/Column

Tegan
If you could do anything what would it be- 
swim in a wave pool

Millicent
If you could do anything what would it be- 
I would take an airplane and fly to Toronto 
to visit my good God mom.

From the
Publisher’s Desk

Dana McArthur
Member Canadian Association of Journalists

Name: Eliza

Grade: kindergarten

Age: 5

What is your favorite thing to do at 
recess? I like to play farm with my 
friends.

Visit our free
weekly

e-edition 
at:

weeklyanchor.com

Note: The views, opinions, and positions 
expressed in the column are the author's 
alone. They do not inherently or 
expressly reflect the views, opinions 
and/or positions of The Weekly Anchor, 
its staff, or Troy Media.

by Deanna Mitchener

Views & News

Support the local businesses
that keep your community and 

its newspaper thriving. 

Local Journalism Matters...
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Public Information & Notices 2024
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Town of Edson
Office Hours:

Monday to Friday
8am to 4pm

(Closed Stat Holidays)

The Town of Edson will be the host of a large-scale, multi-
agency, emergency exercise throughout the day on Friday, 
December 6th, 2024. 

The site for the exercise is in the vicinity of Parkland 
Composite High School and Ecole Pine Grove School, there 
will be a large police and first responder presence. Do not be 
alarmed, this is an EXERCISE ONLY! 

This is a non-school day; therefore, students will not be 
impacted. 

Be aware that roads and trails in the area will be closed off 
for the duration of the event. We ask that residents keep their 
distance and allow crews to focus on the exercise. 

Programming at the Edson & District Leisure Centre will not 
be impacted. 

We appreciate your patience as we conduct this important 
exercise to ensure our community, and all agencies involved, 
are better prepared for potential future emergency situations. 

TOWN OF EDSON
Public Information & Notices 2024

www.edson.ca

Town of Edson
Office Hours:

Monday to Friday
8am to 4pm

(Closed Stat Holidays)

The Town of Edson has suspended the 
Automated Traffic Enforcement Program (ATE), 
effective on December 4, 2024.

Following the recent announcement of upcoming 
new ATE regulations by the Provincial 
Government, The Town of Edson has moved 
forward with the cancellation of the ATE program 
in the community.

On December 2, Alberta's government announced 
they are ending the photo radar program and 
eliminating areas where photo radar is used to 
generate revenue with no traffic safety benefit.

The government stated that "many Albertans 
have expressed growing frustration with photo 
radar, questioning its focus on revenue rather than 
safety". In response to these concerns, The 
province paused the introduction of new photo 
radar equipment and locations on Dec. 1, 2019. 
Now, after thorough analysis and consultation, 

Alberta's government is taking steps, it says, to 
restore public trust.

Effective April 1, 2025, ticketing on numbered 
provincial highways will end as photo radar will be 
restricted to school, playground and construction 
zones.

In an effort to help educate motorists to slow 
down, along with regular traffic enforcement, 
Edson's Council has directed that a letter be sent to 
the Province requesting permission to install 
permanent speed indicator signs at both entrances 
to the community, as well as the east-bound lane of 
the overpass. Current regulations only allow for the 
signs to be temporary.

"The removal of ATE by the Provincial 
Government will undoubtedly increase the risk of 
serious collisions on Highway 16 through Edson 
but we respect their decision. If traffic safety is a 
priority, they will grant the Town of Edson 

approval forthwith to install permanent speed 
indicator signs which they have not allowed in the 
past. Motorists can expect to see more traditional 
traffic enforcement by Edson RCMP and Town of 
Edson Peace Officers along the highway and in 
school and construction zones," stated Edson 
Mayor Kevin Zahara

The Town states that traffic safety remains a 
priority, and all efforts will be made to find 
capacity to continue proactive policing and patrols 
of the community, especially in playground zones 
throughout the school year. The highway corridor 
will also remain a focus as traffic statistics have 
shown it to be one of the areas with the highest 
speeds and most violations occurring.

Questions regarding the ATE program can be 
directed to the Town's Protective Services 
Department at 780-723-3178.

Town of Edson suspends use of ATE photo radars

BLUE
CHRISTMAS
SERVICE

Bethel Pentecostal 

Church is hosting a 

service for those to 

whom Christmas is 

difficult this year for 

whatever reason. 

December 15 - 10am to 1pm 
6350 13 Ave, Edson

Please come out and join us in this special service.Please come out and join us in this special service.Please come out and join us in this special service.

by Deanna Mitchener 

Every day the Edson 
LEAP Centre supports, 
educates, and advocates 
to help improve the lives 
of children and youth 
with disabilities and their 
families.  

This registered charita-
ble organization states, 
“Did you know that on 
average we receive 30 
inquires a month asking 
for information, guid-
ance, or support in our 
town? That's a lot! We fill 
an enormous gap in our 
community for families 
raising children and 
youth with diverse needs 
or even if a caregiver has 
a question about their 
child's development.”
Some of the services that 
t h e  L E A P  C e n t r e 
provides in the commu-
nity includes:
- Collaborating with 
many organizations to 
support one another.
-  C o n s u l t a t i o n s  t o 
families looking for 
community resources or 
assistance navigating the 
systems.

Edson LEAP Centre helping
persons with disabilities

- Provides information on 
community resources 
tailored to the age of your 
child.
- Helps link and refer to 
o t h e r  c o m m u n i t y 
agencies and resources. 
Helps refer to doctors, 
paediatricians, and a 
large variety of special-
ists. 
-  C o n s u l t a t i o n s  t o 
c o m m u n i t y  g r o u p s 
a r o u n d  d i s a b i l i t y , 
inclusion, and develop-
ment.
- Provide coaching and 
training for physical 
fitness organizations that 
o f f e r  p r o g r a m s  t o 
children and youth with 
v i s ib l e  o r  i nv i s ib l e 
disabilities. 
- Offers support workers 
to assist children or youth 
in attending community 
activities such as YIA. 
- Small group respite 
options for all ages on 
non-school days or after 
school. 
- Family practice trips for 
dentists, blood work, x-
r a y s ,  h a i r c u t s ,  e y e 
a p p o i n t m e n t s ,  a n d 
hearing tests.  

-  P l a n s  a n d  h o s t s 
inclusive community 
family events to spread 
awareness and accep-
tance.
- Invites and includes 
adult disability focused 
groups in the community. 
- Organizes and brings 
first responder agencies 
together to help families 
stay safe. 

“In four fast years we 
h a v e  b u i l t  s t r o n g 
relationships within our 
community, advocate 
f i e r c e l y  f o r 
neurodiversity affirming 
p r a c t i c e s  a n d  w i l l 
continue to be the voice 
for children and youth 
who don' t  have that 
luxury. Disability rights 
are human rights and it all 
starts with knowledge 
and unders tanding,” 
states the Edson LEAP 
Centre.
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TOWN OF EDSON
Public Information & Notices 2024

Town of Edson
Office Hours:

Monday to Friday
8am to 4pm

(Closed Stat Holidays)

www.edson.ca

CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEASCHRISTMAS GIFT IDEASCHRISTMAS GIFT IDEAS
SHOP LOCAL MATTERS: NITE OWL SALE DEC 12!SHOP LOCAL MATTERS: NITE OWL SALE DEC 12!SHOP LOCAL MATTERS: NITE OWL SALE DEC 12!

The Edson and District Chamber of Commerce
Proudly Presents:

Thursday, December 12, 2024

Nite Owl
Late Night Shopping

CHRISTMASCHRISTMAS
GIFT IDEASGIFT IDEAS
CHRISTMAS
GIFT IDEAS

BLACK
FRIDAY

NOV 29

Discount Discount 
equivalent 

to difference 
between

Canadian and 
American Dollar.

BLACKBLACK
FRIDAYFRIDAY
SALESALE

BLACK
FRIDAY
SALE
Nov 29Nov 29

10 am - 6 pm10 am - 6 pm
Nov 29

10 am - 6 pm

Unique Gifts & MoreUnique Gifts & More
306 Main Street, Edson306 Main Street, Edson

Unique Gifts & More
306 Main Street, Edson

Box 6673Box 6673
Edson, ABEdson, AB
T7E 1V1T7E 1V1

Box 6673
Edson, AB
T7E 1V1

Ph: 780-723-3350Ph: 780-723-3350
Fax: 780-723-3365Fax: 780-723-3365

lconnol1@telusplanet.netlconnol1@telusplanet.net

Ph: 780-723-3350
Fax: 780-723-3365

lconnol1@telusplanet.net

Thymes TwoThymes TwoThymes Two
Open Sundays Noon to 4

40%
OFF
regular
prices

Come see all our
great gift ideas!

408-50th Street Edson
Ph780-723-3570

Toll Free 1-800-232-7210

www.finelinestationery.ca

Your One Stop
Office Supply

  Open 8:30-5:30 Regular Weekday Hours.

SHOP LOCAL THIS
HOLIDAY SEASON

AND SAVE!

Please note, there will be 
no issue for Dec 30, 2024

due to our
staff holiday break.
We'll be back to our

weekly schedule
with our

January 6, 2025 issue.  

FROM THE
WEEKLY
ANCHOR

PleasePlease
rememberremember

to shop localto shop local
this holidaythis holiday

season.season.

Please
remember

to shop local
this holiday

season.

Office will be closed Dec 23
and reopening Dec 30  

*We will be checking emails & messages
email: anchorwk@telusplanet.net 

780-723-5787

Please note, there will be 
no issue for Dec 30, 2024

due to our staff holiday break.
We'll be back to our

weekly schedule
with our January 6, 2025 issue.  

FROM THE
WEEKLY ANCHOR

Please rememberPlease remember
to shop localto shop local
this holidaythis holiday

season.season.

Please remember
to shop local
this holiday

season.

Office will be closed Dec 23 reopening Dec 30  
*We will be checking emails and messages
email: anchorwk@telusplanet.net  780-723-5787

THANK-YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Business Cards

308 - 50 St., Edson 308 - 50 St., Edson 
Phone 723-6677Phone 723-6677

308 - 50 St., Edson 
Phone 723-6677

**No Points awarded or 
Redeemed during the Sale**

Thurs, Dec 12

NITENITE
OWL SALEOWL SALE

NITE
OWL SALE

Draw Your Discount

10-50%
Off

Entire Store!
1 OUT OF EVERY 3
OVER 10% OFF!

10am to 9pm

Unique Gifts & MoreUnique Gifts & More
306 Main Street, Edson306 Main Street, Edson

Unique Gifts & More
306 Main Street, Edson

Box 6673Box 6673
Edson, ABEdson, AB
T7E 1V1T7E 1V1

Box 6673
Edson, AB
T7E 1V1

Ph: 780-723-3350Ph: 780-723-3350
Fax: 780-723-3365Fax: 780-723-3365

lconnol1@telusplanet.netlconnol1@telusplanet.net

Ph: 780-723-3350
Fax: 780-723-3365

lconnol1@telusplanet.net

Thymes TwoThymes TwoThymes Two

NITE OWLNITE OWL  
SALESALE

DEC 12: 10am to 9pmDEC 12: 10am to 9pm

NITE OWL 
SALE

DEC 12: 10am to 9pm

DRAW
YOUR

DISCOUNT

Thurs
dEC 12

*Free Gift Wrapping

10-50%
OFF

Regular prices

including Kcups!



PAGE 8  MONDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2024   MONDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2024   PAGE 9THE WEEKLY ANCHOR

Zits Cartoon goes here

Joke 
of the 
Week

 Our goal with this  page is to help parents offer a weekly alternative to video screens by 

providing some amusing reading that can help promote early childhood literacy.  Sitting and 

reading with younger children is a great way for families to spend some quality time. (And for 

us adults, hey, who doesn’t like a good comic) ...enjoy!

Q: What did the lawyer name is baby girl?

 A: Sue.

TIGER
CARTOONS

Dennis the Menace

ONLY
TEN
TRY
TOGETHER
KIND
MYSELF
PICK

WORD
SEARCH
FUN!

CLEAN
SEVEN
BRING
OWN
EIGHT
WARM
MUCH

Comics & Fun
he Weekly ANCHORT a page for Kids and Kids at hearta page for Kids and Kids at hearta page for Kids and Kids at heart

Kindergarten Class Mary Bergeron Elementary

dana

Check out
our new

mobile-friendly
website at:

www.weeklyanchor.com

Check out
our new

mobile-friendly
website at:

www.weeklyanchor.com

Check out
our new
mobile
friendly
website

at
www.
weekly
anchor
.com

THE WEEKLY ANCHOR

OBITUARIES

    ADD Ski and Snowshoe Rental (5x5)
    ADD Community Peace Officer (5x7)
    ADD Equipment Operator (5x7)
    ADD Yoga and Sound Bath (5x5)
    ADD Good Neighbour snow removal 
(5x5) 

 

 

Photos by Dawn Olsvik
img 7283

Wendy Williams, President of Royal Canadian Legion Joe Wynn Branch 51, 
recited the act of remembrance at Edson's service on November 11, 2021. First 
VP and MC for the day, Bobbi Foulds, on the right
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ADD Election Ad (5x10)
ADD Development Permit (5X5)
ADD Tax Penalty Reminder  (5x7)
ADD Facility Maintenance Labourer job ad 
(5x7) 
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West Yellowhead MLA 
Martin Long

Gerald Soroka
MP Yellowhead
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Gerald Soroka
MP Yellowhead

Event Reminder

by Deanna Mitchener

Views & News

Event
Reminders

September 13:

Braedon's voice 
National Suicide 
Awareness week 
Centennial Park 

7:00pm-11:00pm. 
Indigeneous 

Performances.

September 14: 

Suicide 
Awareness Walk 
7:00pm-10:00pm 
Centennial park 

with Live 
performances. 

Support the local businesses

that keep your community and 

its newspaper thriving. 

Local 
Journalism
Matters....

by Dana McArthur
publisher/Editor

Member Canadian Association of Journalists

Meta's Social
Media has blocked your
access to all
Canadian News. Turn 
to your trusted local 
newspaper.

www.weeklyanchor.com

by Deanna Mitchener

Views & News

by Deanna Mitchener

Views & News

by Deanna Mitchener

Views & News

Do you have a favorite memory? My favorite memory 
is going to Calaway Park with my family. My favorite 
ride was the log ride. It makes me happy! 
Name: Alexa
Grade: 5
Age: 10

4-H Alberta Expands 
Partnership with Federated 
Co-operatives Limited and 
Local Alberta Co-ops to grow 
the CO-OP Growing Leaders 
Program

The leaders program will benefit local 4-H 
Clubs as it is designed to remove barriers and 
provide easy access for youth who may have 
been curious about 4-H Alberta, but have 
never enrolled in a local club. 

4-H Alberta announced that they will 
continue the strong partnership with Federated 
Co-operatives Limited (FCL) and a growing 
group of local Alberta Co-ops in support of 
their organization and the invaluable 
programming that they bring to young people 
each year. 

"4-H Alberta is thrilled to receive another 
$50,000 sponsorship investment this year," 
stated Shane Guiltner, Director of Marketing, 
Communications & Technology with 4-H 
Alberta.

The key component of this partnership is the 
CO-OP Growing Leaders Program. During the 
inaugural rollout in the 2023/ 2024 club year, 
209 members joined through the CO-OP 
Growing Leaders Program.

“We were thrilled to see so much success 
during the CO-OP Growing Leaders Program's 
pilot year and are proud to continue this 
partnership," said Kurt Kinnear, CEO of 4-H 
Alberta. 

"This 'out of the box' initiative has helped 
209 new members experience the 4-H Alberta 
youth program, giving them an opportunity to 
grow their leadership and life skills, make 
lifelong friends, and have a lot of fun in the 
process. We appreciate FCL and the growing 
number of participating Co-ops; they are like-
minded community partners who value and 
support Alberta's youth as much as we do,” 
said Kinnear. “Federated Co-operatives Ltd. 
and the participating Co-ops understand and 
appreciate the importance of our young 
members who will become the future leaders 
in our communities.”

This generous investment and support will 
continue to position FCL and 13 Alberta Co-
ops as one of 4-H Alberta's top funders in the 

Gold Clover sponsorship category, stated 
Guiltner.

“We are committed to supporting people and 
places across our Co-operative Retailing System 
and across Western Canada,” said Ron Healey, 
FCL Vice President, Energy & Ag. “Our 
partnership with 4-H Alberta will build on that 
commitment as we work together to provide 
local youth with new opportunities that will 
ultimately lead to exciting and positive life 
experiences.”  

About 4-H Alberta
4-H Alberta is the new streamlined youth 

development body that combines the former 
three-party organizations that operated 4-H in 
Alberta; the 4-H Council of Alberta, the 4-H 
Foundation of Alberta, and the 4-H Section of 
Alberta Agriculture and Forestry.

4-H Alberta was developed after extensive 
consultation with Alberta's 4-H community. It 
involves a new governance, structure and 
operating model that is efficient and effective, 
and supported by a modernized constitution/by-
law alignment to coordinate 4-H staff and 
volunteer roles, and build operational harmony 
for the growth of the 4-H youth leadership 
program in Alberta.

4-H Alberta Expands Partnership with Federated Co-operatives

Travel Log: 

November 23
Pinedale Hall Annual Christmas Bazaar/Market. 15229 

Township Rd 543. Contact Cindy Wood 780-712-9139 to 
book a table.

Comment
he Weekly ANCHORT Support the local businesses that keep your 

community and its newspaper thriving.

Theft Complaints 13; Traffic Collisions 10 and Assistance Calls 8, topped the 
list of Edson RCMP occurrences. Other investigations included: Abandoned 
Vehicles 1; Alarms/False Alarms 2; Animal Calls 1; Assault 1; Cause 
Disturbance 3; Child Welfare 0; Fail to Comply with Conditions 2; 
False/Abandoned 911 Call 1; Family Orders and Agreements 0; Fraud 0; 
Harassment/Criminal Harassment 0; Impaired Operation of Motor Vehicle 0; 
Information File 2; Lost or Found property 3; Mental Health Act 0; Mischief 
or Damage 2; Missing Person/Request to Locate 0; Municipal Bylaws 0; 
Obstruct/Resist Peace Officer 0; Possess Stolen Property 0; Recovered 
Stolen Property 0; Sudden Death 0; Suspicious Persons 2; Traffic Complaints 
4; Traffic Violations 2; Trespassing 0; Unlawfully in Dwelling 0; and 
Wellbeing Checks 4. 

Edson RCMP Occurrences
 For the week of: Nov 25 to Dec 1, 2024

Alberta
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KID’S CORNER

Quality Work
Serving Edson & District Since 1974

Sand & Gravel Sales/Hauling
Quality Work

Serving Edson & District Since 1974

Sand & Gravel Sales/Hauling
Kid’s Corner is sponsored by:Kid’s Corner is sponsored by:

Meet Alexa in Grade 5 at Mary 
Bergeron Elementary School.

Q:Do you have a favourite memory?

A: My favourite memory is going to 
Calaway Park with my family. My 
favourite ride was the log ride. It 
makes me happy! 

A wake-up call for Canada: Trump 
will use economic coercion to force 
trade concessions
by Sylvain Charlebois

Few political figures have shaken 
global markets like U.S. President-
Elect Donald Trump. His recent 
threats to impose sweeping tariffs – 25 
per cent on Canadian and Mexican 
agricultural products and 10 per cent 
on Chinese goods – sent shockwaves 
through currency markets, sinking the 
Canadian dollar by a cent within 
seconds.

These tariffs, framed as leverage to 
tighten borders and curb immigration 
and drug trafficking, signal a 
calculated shift in U.S. economic 
policy with potentially devastating 
consequences for Canada’s agri-food 
sector.

In 2023, Canada exported over $40 
billion in agri-food products to the 
United States, accounting for nearly 
60 per cent of its total agri-food 
exports. These goods include grains 
like wheat and barley, livestock such 
as beef and pork, and iconic products 
like maple syrup and whisky. 
Canada’s role as a supplier of high-
quality agricultural goods to its largest 
trading partner is critical to the 
sector’s survival.

A 25 per cent tariff on these exports 
would devastate the already-slim 
profit margins underpinning food 
production and trade. Even a five per 
cent tariff could destabilize supply 
chains, discourage U.S. importers, and 
upend decades of economic 
integration. With Canadian producers 
more dependent on the U.S. market 
than at any time since the early 2000s, 
the stakes are higher than ever.

This is not empty posturing. Trump 
is unlikely to enact policies that harm 
American consumers, as tariffs on 
Canadian imports would raise grocery 
prices in the U.S. – a political risk he 
is keen to avoid. Instead, he is 
counting on Canada to yield, given its 
reliance on the U.S. market and 
strained diplomatic ties with other 
major economies like China and India.

For Canada, this is a wake-up call. 
Ottawa must move beyond short-term 
fixes like rebate cheques or GST 
holidays and address the structural 
vulnerabilities in its agri-food 
economy. Trump is leveraging 
America’s economic dominance to 
gain concessions, and Canada must be 
prepared to adapt.

Adding to the pressure is Canada’s 
carbon tax, which has further 
weakened the competitiveness of its 
agri-food sector. A peer-reviewed 
study from Dalhousie University 
highlights how this policy has placed 
Canadian producers at a disadvantage 
compared to their U.S. counterparts. 
With the U.S. likely to step away from 
the Paris Agreement, American 
producers face fewer regulatory costs, 
allowing them to compete more 
effectively. Combined with a weaker 
Canadian dollar, this creates strong 
incentives for U.S. importers and 
retailers to favour domestic products 
over Canadian ones, further squeezing 
Canadian producers.

If Canada continues prioritizing 
retail politics over meaningful 
economic strategy, the fallout will be 
felt by every household at the grocery 
store. Trump’s tariff threats are not 
mere theatrics – they expose the 
fragility of North American trade 
dynamics and demand a strategic 
response from Ottawa.

A cohesive plan to safeguard 
Canada’s agri-food sector is urgently 
needed. This means reducing barriers 
to innovation, revising policies like 
the carbon tax that hinder 
competitiveness, and expanding 
export markets to reduce dependence 
on the U.S. Strengthening diplomatic 
relationships with emerging markets, 
particularly in Asia, must also be a 
priority.

Trump’s approach may seem brash, 
but it reflects a deliberate strategy to 
assert U.S. dominance. Canada must 
rise to the challenge by rethinking its 
economic policies and securing its 
place as a leader in global agriculture. 
Without bold action, the consequences 
will reverberate far beyond the farm 
gate, affecting every Canadian at the 
checkout line.

Dr. Sylvain Charlebois, a Canadian 
professor and researcher specializing 
in food distribution and policy, is a 
senior director of the Agri-Food 
Analytics Lab at Dalhousie University 
and co-host of The Food Professor 
Podcast. He is frequently cited in the 
media for his insights on food prices, 
agricultural trends, and the global 
food supply chain. 

by Deanna Mitchener

Views & News

Weekly Anchor
pick-up locations: 
Ÿ Edson Post office (outside boxes)

Ÿ Edson, Your Independent Grocer (inside)
Ÿ Edson Sobeys (outside box)
Ÿ Edson Tags North (inside)

Ÿ Edson and District Leisure Centre (outside box)
Ÿ Edson, Home Hardware (inside)
Ÿ Edson, Thymes Two (outside box)

Ÿ Weekly Anchor (outside box and inside)
Ÿ Edson, Parkland Lodge (inside)
Ÿ  Peers Trading Post (inside)

Ÿ  Niton beside postboxes next to A&W (outside box)
Ÿ Wildwood Post Office (outside box)
Ÿ Evansburg Post Office (outside box)
Ÿ Evansburg Super A Foods (inside)

Weekly Anchor
pick-up locations: 
Ÿ Edson Sobeys (outside box)

Ÿ Edson Tags North (inside)

Ÿ Edson Post office (outside boxes)

Ÿ Edson and District Leisure Center (outside box)

Ÿ Edson, Home Hardware (inside)

Ÿ Edson, Thymes Two (outside box)

Ÿ Edson, Your Independent Grocer (inside)

Ÿ Edson, Parkland Lodge (inside)

Ÿ Wildwood Post Office (outside box)

Ÿ Evansburg Post office (outside box)

Ÿ Evansburg Super A Foods (inside)

Ÿ  (Peers and Niton pick-up locations will be added in the 
event of a prolonged post office labour disruption.)
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Trump’s tariff gambit a threat to
Canada’s agri-food sector

Note: The views, opinions, and positions 
expressed in the column are the author's 
alone. They do not inherently or 
expressly reflect the views, opinions 
and/or positions of The Weekly Anchor, 
its staff, or Troy Media.

Note: The views, opinions, and positions 
expressed in the column are the author's 
alone. They do not inherently or expressly 
reflect the views, opinions and/or positions 
of The Weekly Anchor, its staff, or Troy 
Media.

 © Troy Media

 © Troy Media

Guest Editorial/Comment
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by Deanna Mitchener

Views & News

visit us at: www.weeklyanchor.com

Visit our free e-edition 
weeklyanchor.com

Visit our
free

e-edition 
weekly
anchor
.com

Visit our
free e-edition 
weeklyanchor

.com
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The views, opinions and positions expressed here 
are the author's alone. They do not inherently or 
expressly reflect the views, opinions and/or 
positions of The Weekly Anchor, it's advertisers, 
or Troy Media.
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Letter to the Editor
EVENT REMINDER

EVENT REMINDER

October 19:

Edson Orcas Swim Club Annual Bottle 
Drive, Time: 11:00 am - 2:00 pm, 

Location: Town of Edson (drop off 
location Kinsmen Park)

December 11: Seniors and 
Community Appreciation Dinner, 
Time: 10:00 am - 1:00 pm, Edson 

and District Recycling Depot. 
Come and Join us at the Recycle 
Depot for a Turkey dinner with all 

the fixings. This is our annual 
Seniors and Community 

Appreciation Christmas Event.

Reg is survived by his common-law wife, 
Cindy Hardy and his kitty Sophee. His 
siblings Doug Ripley and Vicky Boyle 
(Blaine). His children Alesha Robertson 
(James), Jordan Morgan (Danielle), and 
Taylor Otterdahl (Eric). And 5 beautiful 
grandchildren; Archer, Willow, Owen, 
Oaklen, and Kiera. 

Reg worked as a surveyor until health forced him to take an 
early retirement. He died peacefully in his sleep at home in 
Vernon, BC. He will be missed by many.

~ In loving memory ~

 Reginald Lee Ripley
October 26, 1963 to November 15, 2024

by Niki Luymes

At the Edson Town Council 
meeting on December 3, Mayor 
Kevin Zahara, presented three 
motions that respond to the growing 
concern around unhoused 
individuals. Each motion addressed 
a different aspect of the issue 
chosen after the feedback from the 
November 20, RCMP Town Hall 
Meeting. 

Mayor Zahara presented some of 
background on the subject before 
beginning the motion and voting 
process. "During the Town Hall on 
November 20, attended by nearly 
100 people, many business owners 
expressed concerns about the 
impact homelessness is having on 
their businesses due to the 
aggressive and irrational behaviour 
of some individuals, thefts, and/or 
open drug use. Local service 
agencies report that they are 
currently working with 72 unhoused 
individuals and the vast majority are 
from Edson. RCMP confirm that the 
unhoused population they are 
dealing with have a history in 
Edson and are typically from the 
area." 

Council then went though each of 
the three motions, discussing them 
in turn.

The first motion was that Council 
make a formal request to the Edson 
RCMP to conduct foot and vehicle 
patrols in collaboration with Town 
of Edson Peace Officers in areas of 
concerns for vagrancy such as the 
commercial district during the day 
and during business closing times, 
to enhance public safety.

Councillor Peter Taylor, who sits 
on the Homelessness Taskforce, 
said, "We heard loud and clear that 
there were concerns in the business 
community. Businesses locking 
their doors during the day, 
businesses escorting clients to and 

from their vehicles, and hiring more 
staff at night. We need to hear that, 
because if businesses don't feel safe, 
if customers don't feel safe in that 
area, then they're not going to shop 
there; and we're not going to have a 
downtown core. This is one way to 
address those safety concerns." 

Councillor Greg Pasychny asked, 
"Why do we need to have a motion 
to make a request to the RCMP? 
Are they not our contractors?" 
Mayor Zahara replied, "They are 
our contractor and we do have 
discussions with them on a regular 
basis, but we are reduced in the 
number of officers we have 
currently in the Town of Edson. 
They are operating with minimums 
because of vacancies and leaves. So 
what this motion will do is respond 
to concerns that were raised during 
the meeting and also allow the 
RCMP to utilize overtime dollars 
and put overtime shifts on, if need 
be, to focus on this particular issue 
in the community." Zahara added 
that because of their reduced 
numbers, the RCMP does not 
expect this overtime to affect their 
budget. The first motion was later 
carried unanimously.

The second motion was to 
authorize the Mayor to send a letter 
on behalf of concerned businesses 
and Council outlining the overall 
themes during the recent 
Homelessness Town Hall and 
requesting the MLA, MP, Minister 
of Public Safety, Minister of Social 
Services and Minister of Mental 
Health and Addictions attend a 
Town Hall with Edson business 
owners to discuss these concerns. 
This second motion was carried as 
well.

The third motion was that Council 
lobby higher levels of government 
for enhanced resources in the 
community to help those seeking 
mental health and addictions 
treatment and for more affordable, 

transitional housing options in the 
community.

"We have seen an increase in 
addictions and mental health spaces 
in the province. But being in rural 
communities, getting those that 
have mental health or addictions 
issues connected to those services is 
often very difficult," said Zahara. 

Taylor added, "If we want to get to 

the root of these issues then we 
need to think further [than 
punishment]. And that means 
dealing with mental health and 
addiction. Bringing those centres 
and those resources to our 
community is absolutely necessary."  
This final motion was also carried 
unanimously. 

Town council takes action on businesses' concerns with unhoused individuals

Isabell Irwin of Calgary, AB, passed away on 
Wednesday, November 20, 2024, at the age of 96 
years.

Isabell was born in Rosevear, AB, on May 10, 
1928.

Isabell married Charles Alan Irwin in 1951.
She was a devoted wife, mother and grandmother and always placed the 

needs of her family above all. She took great pride and joy in making a 
caring and loving home for her children, husband and grandchildren. She 
will be remembered as an excellent cook and attentive hostess.

Isabell was very creative and most of her spare time was devoted to 
quilting, needle point, and knitting. She was also an accomplished 
seamstress and gardener. 

Isabell’s enjoyed travelling and camping and her most memorable 
vacation was a trip to South Africa with Alan and her son Ted.

She will be most remembered for her unflinching kindness and hospitality 
and her enduring devotion to family and friends.

Isabell is survived by her daughter Denise and four sons Charles, James, 
Ted and Chris. Her seven grandchildren, Rebecca, Sean, Thomas, Aran, 
Stefan, Nicole, and Spencer, three great-grandchildren, Benjamin, Theodore 
and Leena.

Isabell is also survived by her brother Joe and sisters Bernadette and 
Ceclia, as well as numerous nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends.

Isabell was predeceased by her husband Alan and daughter Carol.
Funeral Services will be held at St. Bonaventure Catholic Church, 1600 

Acadia Drive SE, Calgary, AB T2J 3B3. In June 2025 the exact date yet to be 
determined.

Reception to follow in the Hospitality Centre at the McInnis & Holloway 
Funeral Home 14441 Bannister Road S.E., Calgary, AB, T2X 3J3.

Condolences, memories, and photos may be shared and viewed with 
Isabell’s family here.

In living memory of Isabell Irwin, a tree will be planted in the Ann & Sandy 
Cross Conservation Area by McInnis & Holloway Funeral Homes, Fish 
Creek, 14441 Bannister Road SE, Calgary, AB T2X 3J3, Telephone: 403-256-
9575.

~ Obituary ~

May 10, 1928 – Rosevear, Alberta
November 20, 2024 – Calgary, Alberta

Isabell Marie Irwin
(nee Baudin)

Don was born the fourth child and third son of Richard Corser 
(d. 2007) and Dorothy Giebelhaus Corser (d. 2023) of Erith, 
Alberta.  He grew up a free spirit at the family lumber business on 
the Coal Branch.  

Don was always interested more in hands-on experience than 
school and participated in several ventures in BC and Alberta.  
His livelong passion was panning for gold in local rivers.  

Don remained single but he had many lifelong friends and was 
known for his good humour, kindness and generosity, helping out 
friends when he could, when they needed help. He was the 
mysterious “snow shoveller” who often cleared the winter 
sidewalks of neighbours and strangers overnight. Many of his 
nieces and nephews remember him as “the fun uncle.”  

He is survived by his sister Judy (Powell River, BC) and brothers 
Clyde (Robin) and Craig (Kelly) of Edson.  Cremation has taken 
place.

Don will be remembered in a memorial to take place in 2025, 
TBA.  Donations in Don's memory, if wished, may be made to the 
Heart and Stroke Foundation of Alberta.

FOOTHILLS MEMORIAL CHAPEL
A Division Of The Caring Group Corp.

Edson 780.723.3575   Hinton 780.865.1234
www.foothillsmemorialchapel.com

~ Obituary ~

Don Richard Corser
June 30, 1960—November 22, 2024
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EVENT REMINDERS
June1: Firesmart Preparedness Day 11am-

th th2pm  Rotary Skate Park (54  street 5  ave) 
Join for a free BBQ and learn how to 
firesmart your property.
June8: Drostan Community Hall Garage 
Sale. 9am-3pm(54415 Rge Rd 161)
June22: Eddies Big Run. Register Now at 
edson.ca or running room.com or in person at 
Edson District Leisure centre. 1021 49 st 
Edson.
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 Industry supporters of responsible energy

Monthly update on the Oil & Gas and Energy IndustryA

ENERGY EDUCATION IN ACTION

SERVING

EDSON &

YELLOWHEAD

COUNTY

Alberta will invest up to $50 million from the 
TIER fund to support Canada's first test site to 
advance energy technologies, create jobs and help 
power the world.

Alberta has some of the most advanced and 
skilled drilling expertise in the world. Yet, unlike 
the United States, Japan and other countries, 
Canada does not currently have an open-access test 
site, which is critical for spurring innovation and 
leading-edge drilling technologies the world needs, 
such as geothermal, lithium, oil and natural gas.

To help fill this gap, Alberta's government will 
invest up to $50 million from the industry-funded 
Technology Innovation and Emissions Reduction 
(TIER) program to support the Alberta Drilling 
Accelerator through a public-private partnership 
model. Funding will help create Canada's first 
open-access, technology-agnostic, industry-led 
hub, leveraging Alberta's unrivalled drilling 
expertise to develop the technologies needed to 
reduce emissions, create jobs and deliver energy to 
the world.

“What we're doing here today is setting the stage 
for innovation and prosperity far into the future. 
The Alberta Drilling Accelerator means big things 
for oil and gas exploration in our province, but also 
for industries that will be vital for achieving our 
goal of carbon neutrality by 2050. We are setting 
the stage for innovation and prosperity, pushing 
Alberta's drilling expertise to places it's never been 
before.” -Danielle Smith, Premier of Alberta

“The Alberta Drilling Accelerator will take 
Alberta's expertise from oil and gas to help us 
become the global leader in drilling innovation for 
industries like geothermal, to critical minerals. 
These learnings can help us continue to meet rising 
global and national energy demands here and 
around the world, while increasing efficiency and 
reducing our environmental footprint.” -Rebecca 
Schulz, Minister of Environment and Protected 
Areas

In April, Alberta's government invested 

$750,000 to help kick-start this project, supporting a 
feasibility study facilitated by Calgary-based Eavor 
Technologies in partnership with the Canadian 
Association of Energy Contractors and Canadian 
Geothermal Energy Association. The initial findings 
suggest that creating an industry-led Alberta 
Drilling Accelerator is both economically and 
environmentally viable. The accelerator would 
allow companies to test and develop drilling 
techniques and technologies, accelerating 
geothermal, helium, critical minerals, carbon 
capture and other industries relying on the drilling 
sector.

“Alberta has the resources and expertise to 
become a world leader in geothermal innovation. 
The Alberta Drilling Accelerator will be a beacon 
for collaboration and the development of made-in-
Alberta geothermal technologies that advance 
global energy security and carbon neutrality.” -John 
Redfern, president and CEO, Eavor Technologies

Notably, several industry leaders have already 
expressed strong interest in serving as anchor 
tenants, including Calgary-based Eavor 
Technologies, Tourmaline Oil Corp and 
international oilfield service supermajor 
Halliburton. While no binding contracts have been 
signed, tens of millions of dollars in private sector 
capital investment could potentially be secured.

“Halliburton has 70 years of experience in 
geothermal and a strong legacy of innovation in 
drilling technology. We are very proud to support 
the Alberta Drilling Accelerator because we believe 
the best, most innovative solutions come through 
collaboration. The Alberta Drilling Accelerator will 
not only cement the region's place as a global leader 
in geothermal commercialization, but enhance 
efficiency, reduce environmental impacts and 
strengthen Alberta's leadership in sustainable energy 
solutions.” -John Gorman, Halliburton area vice 
president, Canada

“Tourmaline is focused on implementing 
technology to improve performance and reduce 

emissions across our drilling operations. We're 
pleased to support the Alberta Drilling Accelerator 
in further advancing the province's leadership in 
responsible natural resource production.” -Earl 
McKinnon, chief operating officer, Tourmaline

“We are pleased to see the support for a 
forward-thinking initiative like the Alberta 
Drilling Accelerator, which will enable our 
members to build on what is already the most 
advanced drilling fleet in the world. Not only will 
the accelerator help advance oil and gas 
production, but it will also expand our capacity to 
extract geothermal energy and critical minerals. 
Our industry is at the forefront of Canada's energy 
evolution, and it's our skilled workforce and 
innovative technologies that will help secure a 
more diverse energy future.” -Mark A. Scholz, 
president and chief operating officer, Canadian 
Association of Energy Contractors (CAOEC)

The Alberta Drilling Accelerator could 
potentially start drilling in 2026, or sooner. Once 
operational, the Alberta Drilling Accelerator could 
help speed up the development of geothermal, 
helium, critical minerals, carbon capture, 
utilization and storage and other technologies and 
commodities that rely on Alberta's world-class 
drilling expertise.
Quick facts

Demand for new and more efficient 
technologies is rising globally, and Alberta is well-
positioned to capitalize. For example, cumulative 
geothermal investment is poised to reach $1 trillion 
by 2050, while investments for oil and gas, carbon 
capture and storage and other sectors continue to 
grow.

The Alberta Drilling Accelerator is intended to 
be an open-access, technology-agnostic program 
and capable of testing drilling in challenging 
environments, including deep depths, high 
temperatures and varying rock types.

All funding to the Alberta Drilling Accelerator is 
conditional upon grant agreements being finalized.

Supporting the Alberta Drilling Accelerator
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January 21: World Snow Day. Join us 
at Bear Lake Park for afternoon fun 
Setzers Sleigh Rides, Campfires, Cross 
Country Skiing and Snowshoeing. 
1pm-3pm.

 January 9, 2024

EVENT REMINDER

March 8, April 12: Join Trail Hall for potluck 
suppers for more information call 780-728-5641.

Gerald Soroka
MP Yellowhead

by Deanna Mitchener

Views & News

Obituaries

Monthly Update on the Coal IndustryA

Sponsored by The Weekly Anchor and
industry supporters of responsible energy

CRUSHED GRAVEL - PIT RUN - WASHED ROCK  -  
 PEA GRAVEL - SAND  -  LOADERS  -  GRADERS

GERING GRAVEL SALES

Hydrogen is crucial for driving cleaner 
energy transitions and securing a sustainable 
future for coal, as it is projected to account 
for about 14% of global energy demand by 
2050.

Through advanced abatement technologies 
such as High-Efficiency Low Emissions 
(HELE) and Carbon Capture and Storage 
(CCS), coal can produce hydrogen while 
reducing CO2 emissions by up to 90%, 
making it one of the lowest-carbon options 
for producing blue hydrogen. This type of 
hydrogen is known as blue hydrogen.

Blue hydrogen is produced from coal 
through a process that involves the following 
steps:

Coal is reacted with oxygen and steam 
under high pressure and temperature to form 
synthesis gas, a mixture mainly composed of 

carbon monoxide and hydrogen.
The synthesis gas is purified to remove 

impurities, and then the carbon monoxide reacts 
with steam in a water-gas shift reaction to 
produce more hydrogen and carbon dioxide. 
This is called grey hydrogen.

Hydrogen is separated from the gas mixture, 
and the concentrated carbon dioxide stream is 
captured and stored. This reduces the carbon 
footprint of hydrogen production.

The resulting hydrogen is a clean energy 
source that can be used for various purposes. 
This is called blue hydrogen.
Hydrogen Energy Supply Chain

The Hydrogen Energy Supply Chain (HESC) 

Project is a joint venture between the 
Australian and Japanese governments based in 
Victoria, Australia. This pioneering project 
achieved a significant milestone by 
successfully extracting clean liquid hydrogen 
from Latrobe Valley coal and a biomass mix, 
and then shipping it to Kobe, Japan. The 
project produces about 225,000 tonnes of 
clean hydrogen annually while reducing CO2 
emissions by an impressive 1.8 million tonnes 
per year, equivalent to the emissions from 
about 350,000 petrol-driven cars.

The momentum behind coal-to-hydrogen 
continues to grow as the world recognises the 
significant role of hydrogen in addressing 
climate goals. Abatement technologies and 
renewables enable the clean production of 
hydrogen, making it a versatile source for 
generating electricity, powering industries, 
and heating homes.   - FutureCoal

Hydrogen crucial for driving cleaner energy transitions
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Q: What are the strongest days 
of the week? 

A: Saturday and Sunday, the 
rest are weakdays!

Q: How do you keep an 
astronaut's baby from crying? 

A: You Rocket!

November 4: 

CWL Bazaar 11am-3pm in the basement of the Catholic 
Church in Edson.
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Why don’t cats like online shopping?
They prefer a cat-alogue! �
What do you call a tiger that drinks 
lemonade?
A sour puss! ��
What do you call a cow with no legs?
Ground beef! ��
What is a cat’s favorite song?
Three Blind Mice! ��
How do you get a squirrel’s attention?
Act like a nut! �
What do you call birds falling in love?

Tweet hearts! �❤
What do you write in a rabbit’s birthday 
card?
Hoppy birthday! ��
What do you call a cold dog?

A chili dog! �❄
What do you call a lazy baby kangaroo?
A pouch potato! ��
What do you call an alligator wearing a 
vest?
An investi-gator!
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Tiger                                                                             Bud Blake

Q: Why are ghosts bad liars? 
A: Because you can see right through 

them.

Q: Why was the picture sent to jail? 
A: Because it was framed!

Jokes for Kids
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Q: What do you call an alligator wearing a vest?
A: An investi-gator!
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What is your favorite 
breakfast? Probably eggs and 
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by Shaylyn Thornton

The Edson Vet Clinic recently awarded seven 
deserving students with the newly created Carl Tews 
Memorial Scholarship. The scholarship was created 
to help support and develop veterinarians and vet 
techs from the Yellowhead County area.

“We recognize that local and rural students are 
more likely to return to rural areas once they 
graduate,” explained Dr. Eiry Spence, Veterinarian 
at the Edson Vet Clinic. “Carl was a huge supporter 
of students pursuing veterinary medicine and we 
wanted to honour him this way.” 

“This scholarship is funded by the Edson 
Veterinary Clinic in honour of the late Carl Tews 
who was a man with a beautiful passion for 
agriculture and learning,” said Spence. “[It] is 
intended to provide financial support to students to 
enable them to pursue post-secondary education.”

Dr. Spence, alongside her partners Dr. Anne 
Rogers and Dr. Jordan Laird, worked together to 
make the scholarship available for local students. 
“They have been instrumental in getting this 
scholarship from a dream to reality,” said Spence. 
They also worked together with Carl's wife, Wendy 
Tews, to create the requirements and choose the 
recipients for this scholarship.

The Edson Vet Clinic plans to give out 
approximately $5,000 each year, to be split among 
qualified candidates. “There is no set number of 
scholarships as it depends on the applicant pool in 
any given year,” said Eiry. “Students may apply for 
this scholarship for consecutive years as long as the 
requirements continue to be met.”

Veterinary-related studies re agiven preference 
when choosing recipients, but, “We also consider 
agriculture-related programs if there are not enough 
veterinary-specific applicants,” said Spence.

This year, two $1,000 scholarships were given to 
students in their final years of study for their 
Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine (DVM), due to it 
being a lengthier and more expensive program. “The 
other 5 recipients received $600 due to being at 
varying stages of their programs,” said Spence.

The $1,000 recipients, studying for their 
Doctorates of Veterinary Medicine, were Spencer 
Smith and Brian Birkenhagen.

Veterinary Technologist students Tianna DeLeeuw 
and Cassidy Davis were each awarded $600, and 
Pre-Veterinary Medicine students Taylor Eaton, 
Mackenzie Kvatum, and Morgan Steffler also each 
received $600.

The recipients have been grateful for the 
scholarship opportunity. “Students seem excited and 
thankful to be chosen. Many of them knew Carl 
personally through his counselling position at 
Parkland and so there is extra meaning for them,” 
explained Spence.

Taylor Eaton, who is currently in her 4th year of a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Biological Sciences at Red 
Deer Polytechnic, is a former student of Fulham 
School, Pine Grove, and Parkland Composite. 

“Although I only knew Carl Tews very briefly, I 
could see how much of an impact he made on the 
community and how passionate he was for 
agriculture. I know he would be very proud of 
having this scholarship in his name, and for a lucky 
Aggie or Vet student to receive it,” Eaton said. 

“I aspire to be as passionate for agriculture as he 
was. I have also been so grateful to have worked at 
the Edson Vet Clinic the past two summers, each 
one of the staff there welcomes you and are very 
willing to answer all the questions you may have,” 
Eaton added. “Working alongside the Veterinarians 

at this clinic have inspired me even more to work 
hard towards my dreams of getting into the U of C 
vet program. I am so grateful to be receiving this 
scholarship.”

Eaton’s scholarship money will go towards her 
next semester’s tuition, and she said she is grateful 
to have local scholarships like this one. “I think 
applying for this scholarship is a great way to get 
your name out in the community,” she said. “I think 
it’s especially great for the Edson Vet Clinic to be 
offering this scholarship as it brought light to many 
students that are aspiring to be apart of the 
Veterinary Medicine field or just be apart of 
Agriculture.”

Spence also spoke on the importance of these 
areas of study and why the Edson Vet Clinic wants 
to recognize them. “The veterinary industry is small 
and varied with a huge need in rural areas and 
smaller towns such as Edson,” she said. “The path 
for veterinarians, in particular, is long, challenging 
and becoming increasingly more expensive with 
rising costs of education and inflation affecting the 
cost of living.” 

Spence and the team at the Edson Vet Clinic look 
forward to continuing to support local veterinary and 
agricultural students in years to come. 
Congratulations to all of the recipients!

Carl Tews Memorial Scholarship names inaugural recipients

Brian Birkenhagen received his $1,000 Carl Tews Memorial 
Scholarship from Dr. Anne Rogers of the Edson Vet Clinic. 
photos  submitted

Taylor Eaton (middle) received a $600 Carl Tews Memorial 
Scholarship from Dr. Anne Rogers (left) and Dr. Eiry 
Spence of the Edson Vet Clinic.
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Employment 
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Security Self 
Storage,

a division of
1983960 AB Ltd.

Site 3228 1st Ave.
Edson, Alberta

T7E 1N9
Office

218 50 Street, 
Box 6991, Edson, AB,

T7E 1V3
Ph 780-723-7533
Fax 780-723-7864

We hereby give notice 
to 

Ronald
Brown

Pursuant to the 
warehouseman lien act 
that your goods will be 

sold by any means 
available on or after 

June 1, 2020
  

The sale of this 
merchandise can be 
avoided by settling of 
accounts pursuant to 

this action before
May 31, 2020

Security Self 
Storage,

a division of
1983960 AB Ltd.

Site 3228 1st Ave.
Edson, Alberta

T7E 1N9
Office

218 50 Street, 
Box 6991, Edson, AB,

T7E 1V3
Ph 780-723-7533
Fax 780-723-7864

We hereby give notice 
to 

Cody
Davis

Pursuant to the 
warehouseman lien act 
that your goods will be 

sold by any means 
available on or after 

June 1, 2020
  

The sale of this 
merchandise can be 
avoided by settling of 
accounts pursuant to 

this action before
May 31, 2020

Auctions
MEIER GUN AUCTION, Saturday, 
December 21 - 10 am, 
Wetaskiwin - Selling over 200 
Rifles, Shot Guns, Antique 
Firearms, Ammunition, Scopes. 
Consign now. Free Pick-up. Call 
780-440-1860; 
www.meierauction.com.
Buildings for Sale
INTEGRITY POST FRAME 
BUILDINGS since 2008 BUILT 
WITH CONCRETE POSTS. 
Barns, Shops, Riding Arenas, 
Machine Sheds and more, 

Blanket CLASSIFIEDSAWNA

Remember to
drop off your 

donations for the

EDSON
FOOD BANK

at Independent Grocer,
Sobeys 

or the Edson Food Bank 

Remember to drop off your donations for the

EDSON FOOD BANK
at Independent Grocer, Sobeys or the Edson Food Bank 

780-725-3185
Please call Mondays to make an appointment for 

Tuesday mornings. 
Please call Thursdays to make an appointment for 

the two Thursday evenings that we're open. 

Sponsored by The Weekly Anchor

Operation Christmas Child Program

Last week to pack a shoebox! 
November 20 is the final day to 

drop off your shoeboxes at either 
the Alberta Treasury Branch or at 

YKCS in Glenwood. 

Classifieds
go online at 

www.weeklyanchor.com

EDSON

BETHEL PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH
6350 - 13th Ave., Edson.  Phone 
723-3007
Pastors John & Roberta Greiner: 
Heather & Daniel Greiner
Sunday service:  10:30 am 
Morning worship 
EDSON ALLIANCE CHURCH
5525-2nd Ave., Edson 
Ph: 723-5776 Pastor Bryan Walter
9:30 a.m. Sunday School 10:45 
a.m. Worship Service
Wednesday:  7 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting.
EDSON BAPTIST CHURCH
4719 - 9th Ave., Ph: 723-3982    
Pastor Mesh Hit
Sunday Services: 10:00 a.m.  
EDSON MENNONITE CHURCH
6212 - 13 Ave, Edson
Office hrs: Tues 9am-1pm
Office phone: 780-723-4992
Pastor Tyson Moerike
(Call or text 403-966-4705)
Sunday worship - 9:45
EDSON-PEERS CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH
4633-7th Ave., Edson
Ph: 723-5242
Pastor: Ryan Hoogerbrugge
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Edson  - 
Nursery provided Sunday School
EDSON SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST CHURCH
1133-55 St. Edson - Ph: 723-5490.  
Saturday Morning Service at 11:00 
a.m. Sabbath School at 10:00 a.m.
EDSON UNITED CHURCH
Edson United Church  
1214 Edson Drive Edson AB 
Phone: 723-3418   
FAMILY OF FAITH CHURCH
463 72 St., Edson (formerly 
Glenwood Hall), Telephone:  780-
517-7558
Sunday: 10:00 am - Coffee and 
Donuts; 10:30 am - Morning 
Service
Pastors:  Pastors John and Ingrid 
Huizing   vfm@shaw.ca
HOLY TRINITY 
(An Anglican/Lutheran Faith 
Community)  
Rev. Johnny Pooten 780-723-3157 
Worship Service 10am Sundays. 
All Services will be held at 
623-50 St., Edson. (St. 
Catherine's). Please phone for 
other information.  
THE NEW JOSHUA 
GENERATION FELLOWSHIP 
INTERNATIONAL
4911 B 3rd Avenue, Edson, AB
Sunday Worship at 2:00 p.m.; 
Fellowship after service.
Rev. Noemi Sogocio, Senior 
Pastor, 780-600-0050; 
noemi_sogocio2006@yahoo.ca
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC 
CHURCH
4803 - 6th Avenue, Edson 
Telephone: 723-3661.  
Pastor Father Thomas Basani 
(SAC)
Mass: Saturday: 5:00 p.m. Sunday: 
10:00 a.m. 
Call office for weekday Mass times.
HARVEST OUTREACH
MINISTRY EDSON
(HomeChurch) in Dunamis Centre
5202 -2nd Ave (East Entrance)
Service: Sunday 10am
Ph. 780-725-2222

CARROT CREEK, 
NITON JUNCTION

 & PEERS

CARROT CREEK CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP
Pastor George Stone 
Ph: 795-2132 Church in Peers, Ab
Adult Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service: 10:30 a.m. Non-
denominational - Everybody 
Welcome! 

COMMUNITY COWBOY 
CHURCH
Niton Junction Hall  Tuesdays, 7 
p.m.  780-712-3502

CHURCH
DIRECTORY

sales@integritybuilt.com 1-866-
974-7678 www.integritybuilt.com.
Career Training
GET�YOUR MESSAGE SEEN 
ACROSS Alberta. The Blanket 
Classifieds or Value Ads reach over 
600,000 Alberta readers weekly. 
Two options starting at $269 or 
$799 to get your message out! 
Business changes, hiring, items for 
sale, cancellations, tenders, etc. 
People are increasingly staying 
home and rely on their local 
newspapers for information. KEEP 
people in the loop with over 75 

Mon to Thurs
9am to Noon

Wildwood Ladies Aid Society is seeking a
maintenance person for the maintenance of two (2) 

cemeteries totalling approximately 6.75 acres.

Responsibilities are: 
- Cutting and trimming all grass on site.

- Cut and trim tress and shrubs as required.
- Keep records of work performed and hours worked.

- Perform other duties as assigned by supervisor.
Must have own equipment; mower, weed trimmer, grass 

blower, etc.
Must have liability insurance and WCB coverage.

Contract starts May 15, 2022 ending September 15, 2022

Mail all applications to:
Marjorie Russell

Box 580, Wildwood, AB T0E 0M0
Please reply by May 12, 2022

Invitation to Tender

December 8: Marlboro Winter Market 11-2 pm, Marlboro Hall 
(1015-20th Ave., Marlboro), Find unique holiday gifts at the 
Marlboro Winter Market hosted by the Mountainview Rec Society. 
With a variety of items for sale and a concession to satisfy your 
hunger, this market is a holiday shopping destination!
December 10-14: 10-5 pm, Friday: 10-8 pm, Carrot Creek 
Christmas Market, Carrot Creek Hall (Township Road 534 between 
Range Road 134 & 133A, Yellowhead County), Head to Carrot 
Creek for a Christmas market brimming with homemade treats, 
decor, gifts, and more. The market will feature extended hours on 
Friday for late-night shoppers.
December 11: Seniors and Community Appreciation Dinner, Time: 
10:00 am - 1:00 pm, Edson and District Recycling Depot. Come 
and Join us at the Recycle Depot for a Turkey dinner with all the 
fixings. 
December 13 and 14: Santa's Little LEAP Gift Shop, children can 
experience the magic of holiday shopping! With the help of a 
friendly Elf, kids can pick out special gifts for their loved ones, all 
while enjoying the fun of choosing and wrapping. Simply register 
for a time slot, bring cash, and let the Elf guide your child through 
the gift selection process. All proceeds benefit the Edson LEAP 
Society, www.edsonleapcentre.com
Dec 14: Edson and District Public Library Tree Trimming Party -
12:30pm to 3pm. Come to our annual Tree Trimming Party: crafts, 
hot cocoa, and candy canes. Everyone welcome! 
Dec 14: HRH Winter Carnival, 12-2 pm, Edson Friendship Centre 
(5023-3rd Ave., Edson), FREE Winter Carnival hosted by Holy 

Redeemer High School's travel club. Enjoy kids carnival games, a 
bake sale, photos with Santa and a gift-wrapping station done by 
donation.
January 4: HRH Grad Bottle Drive. Time: All Day, Location: 
Holy Redeemer drop off and mobile pick up. 
January 11: Community Resource Fair. 11am-2pm at The Royal 
Canadian Legion. Discover new programs and support in Edson. 
January 18: Edson Sabres Excel U13 Tourney. Time: All Day, 
Location: Edson & District Leisure Centre. Please come out and 
cheer our local Sabres on and check out the raffle table.
First Wednesday of Every Month: Senior's Recycling Day. 
Between 10 am and 1 pm, senior citizens are welcome to visit the 
depot for snacks and refreshments while their staff unloads your 
sorted recyclables free of charge.

hat’s happening, when and where in the communityw

Community Events
hat’s happening, when and where in the communityw

Community Events

hat’s happening, when and where in the communityw

Community Events

Firewood for sale (Edson & Area). Split & Dry - 
Starting at $70 / pickup load. Free delivery within 
Town of Edson . Please call or text  (780) 712-1144

Weekly Community Newspapers. 
Call THIS NEWSPAPER now or 
email classifieds@awna.com for 
details. 1-800-282-6903, 780-434-
8746 www.awna.com.
Commercial Property
BLANKET THE PROVINCE with a 
classified ad. Only $269/wk 
(based on 25 words or less). 
Reach almost 80  weekly 
newspapers. Call NOW for details. 
1-800-282-6903 ; www.awna.com; 
email classifieds@awna.com.
Feed and Seed
ALBERTA FEED GRAIN: Buying 
Oats, Barley, Wheat, Canola, 
Peas, Screenings, Mixed Grains. 
Dry, Wet, Heated, or Spring 
Thresh. Prompt Payment. In 
House Trucks, In House Excreta 
Cleaning. Vac Rental. 1-888-483-
8789.
Services
CRIMINAL RECORD? Why suffer 
employment/licensing loss? 
Travel/business opportunities? Be 
embarrassed? Think: Criminal 
Pardon. US entry waiver. Record 
purge. File destruction. Free 
consultation. 1-800-347-2540. 
www.accesslegalmjf.com.
PRIVATE MORTGAGE LENDER. 
All real estate types considered. 
No credit checks done. Deal direct 
with lender and get quick 
approval. Toll free 1-866-405-
1228; 
www.firstandsecondmortgages.ca.
Wanted
CASH FOR COIN COLLECTIONS 
& COIN ACCUMULATION'S! Also 
buying all Gold, Silver, Old 
Jewelry, Nuggets, Sterling, 
Bullion, Ingots, Royal Canadian 
Mint Coins, Rare Coins +, Todd 
780-504-7995.

Visit us at:
WeeklyAnchor.com

FOR SALE
Firewood for sale (Edson & Area). Split 
& Dry - Starting at $70 / pickup load. 
Free delivery within Town of Edson. 
Please call or text  (780) 712-1144

SEED/FEED GRAINS
Seed Oats  98  % germinat ion , 
Fusarium tested, No wild oats, Can 
d e l i v e r ,  O n  f a r m  s c a l e 
jamesbeniuk@gmail.com Woodland 
Lumber,  Evansburg       780-621-2229
Feed and Seed Oats for sale. Can roll or 
grind. Scale on farm also. 780-727-
4309                                                      mar2025

FOR RENT
Commercial Property for Lease - 3000 
sq.ft., offices, mezzanine, in-floor 
heating, Sumo, 12' x 12' insulated 
overhead door, fenced backyard. 
Contact Marion 780-712-1497             .
Office space for rent, various sized 
central location, ample parking call 780-
712-9890                                     .
FOR RENT: 2 bdrm, suitable for 1 
person only. No children, pets or 
smoking. Call 780-728-5917 leave 
message                                             .

Pine Manor Apt: 4102-6Ave, Edson 2 
bdrm $1075/ mth rent, $1075 damage 
deposit. 1 bdrm $950/ mth, $950 
damage deposit. Includes heat and 
water. 780-723-2177 or 780-728-3932                                    
For Rent: Basement Suite, Country 
living 5 min away from town. 2BR 1 1/2 
bath. Private entrance and parking. No 
pets Non smoking. Perfect for seniors, 
workers and small family. Available 
june 1. Phone 780-517-9227 evenings 
or leave a message                             .

HELP WANTED
EYAEYO Cleaning Services Ltd: 
Looking for 2 Cleaning Supervisor with 
NOC62024. Wages $35.50 hourly. 
Resumes: eyaeyo.cs@yahoo.com     .
Wildwood Legion Bottle Depot is 
hiring bottle sorters. Forklift experience 
would be an asset.Please drop resume 
off at the bottle depot on Tues- Sat from 
11:00 am - 5:00 pm or email to 
rclbr149@gmail.com                           .

Drop off locations for the
EDSON FOOD BANK

Call 780-725-3185 for an appointment 
All other inquiries 780-723-1350

4511 5th Ave. Edson

Sobeys, Shoppers 
Drug Mart, 

Independent Grocers, 
Timberjack Home 

Hardware and 
Edson RX Pharmacy
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Mon to Thurs
9am to Noon

Front Desk Clerk/Housekeeper Part-time casual 
position - Edson Alberta. Seeking a qualified Front 
Desk I Housekeeper for a motel in Edson, Alberta. 
Duties include managing guest reservations, 
conducting guest check-in and check-out 
procedures,  process ing payments ,  and 
performing laundry/housekeeping services. 
Compensation: $18 - $20 based on experience. 
F u l l  p o s t i n g  c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t : 
https://tinyurl.com/edsonmotel If interested, 
please submit cover letter and resume to 
copper4point@gmail.com

Classifieds go online at www.weeklyanchor.com

Wildwood Legion is looking for a bar 
Steward to work in the Tavern. Please drop a 
resume off at the legion Thursday-Saturday 
f rom 1:30pm -  5:00pm or  emai l  to 
rclbr149@gmail.com

Drop off locations for the
EDSON FOOD BANK

Call 780-725-3185 for an appointment 
All other inquiries 780-723-1350

4511 5th Ave. Edson

Sobeys, Shoppers Drug Mart, Independent Grocers, 
Timberjack Home Hardware and Edson RX Pharmacy

Sponsored by The Weekly Anchor

Email us with your
non-profit event date at:

anchorwk@telusplanet.net

Email us with your
non-profit event date at:

anchorwk@telusplanet.net
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THE WEEKLY ANCHOR

Includes process colour pages 1,4,5,7,10,11,14,15,18,20,21,24

Distributed to major oil & gas and energy leaders in the region

* Edson * 
* Hinton*

* Grande Cache * 
* Drayton Valley *

* Whitecourt *

The Oilpatch is published the third week of every month and is read 
by a broad section of energy industry professionals, from company 
executives to oil and gas personnel and purchasing agents.  It also 

goes to oilfield service companies, suppliers and equipment 
manufacturers.

ENERGY EDUCATION IN ACTION

The
Weekly
Anchor

780-723-5787   5040 3rd Ave, Edson

Photos for 
Firearms,

Visas, and more

PASSPORT PHOTOSWALK-IN

Mon to Thurs 9am to Noon

Mon to Thurs 9am to Noon

$15.95!

Comment
he Weekly ANCHORT Support the local businesses that keep your 

community and its newspaper thriving.

June 24: The Hamlet of Robb is celebrating 100 years with a full day of 
activities for all ages. There will be a Beer Garden, Children's Carnival and 
Food Trucks, Historial Display and many other surprises.  Bring your family 
and help us celebrate in style.  10am  to  6pm with a park memorial and time 
capsule unveiling.  Be a part of history.

EVENT REMINDER

Visit our free online
edition at

weeklyanchor.com

Residential/Commercial/IndustrialResidential/Commercial/IndustrialResidential/Commercial/Industrial

ELECTRICAL/INSTRUMENTATION SERVICESELECTRICAL/INSTRUMENTATION SERVICESELECTRICAL/INSTRUMENTATION SERVICES

Email: keitha@connectenergyservices.comEmail: keitha@connectenergyservices.com
www.connectenergyservices.comwww.connectenergyservices.com

Email: keitha@connectenergyservices.com
www.connectenergyservices.com

Cell:  780-712-2553Cell:  780-712-2553
Fax:  780-942-2461Fax:  780-942-2461

Edson, AB  17408 Twp Rd 534Edson, AB  17408 Twp Rd 534

Cell:  780-712-2553
Fax:  780-942-2461

Edson, AB  17408 Twp Rd 534

Keith Ahlefeldt
Branch Manager

EVENT REMINDERS

July 10: Red Brick Arts Centre & Museum Explore Nature 9:30am

July 17, 24, 31 Aug 7, 14: Life Skills Boot Camp Peers Multiplex 11:00am-2-:30pm 
for ages 14-18 register by calling 780-325-3782 or email showe@yhcounty.ca

July 18: Bear Chase Triathlon at Bear Lake Register by June 28 to get a free shirt ages 
3-13 register at yhcounty.ca/registration or in person at Yellowhead County office or 

call 780-723-4800RCMP Centennial park. www.Edson.ca/YIA

ARBORIST SERVICES
EAVESTROUGH

C&H Feb 2024
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Gerald Soroka
MP Yellowhead
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Farm & FieldFarm & Field
News and ViewsNews and Views
Farm & Field
News and Views

REIKI

by Deanna Mitchener

Views & News

Travel Log Feature

Traffic violations and Theft Complaints calls topped the list of Edson RCMP occurrences at 13 calls each . 
Other investigations included:  Assistance 6 ; Abandoned Vehicles 0; Alarms/False Alarms 2; Animal 
Calls 0; Assault 3; Cause Disturbance 4; Fail to Comply with Conditions 2; False/Abandoned 911 Call 1; 
Family Orders and Agreements 0; Fraud 1, Harassment/Criminal Harassment 2; Lost or found property 2, 
Impaired Operation of Motor Vehicle 1; Information File 0; Mental Health Act 6; Mischief or Damage 0; 
Municipal Bylaws 0; Obstruct/Resist Peace Officer 0; Possess Stolen Property 0; Recovered Stolen 
Property 0; Sudden Death 1; Suspicious persons 6; Traffic Complaints 3  ;Trespassing 0; Unlawfully in 
Dwelling 1; and Wellbeing Checks 1.

Edson RCMP Occurrences
 For the week of: Feb 26 to Mar 3, 2024

OBITUARIES

Gerald Soroka
MP Yellowhead

Editor's Note: This week we have given MP Gerald Soroka's Op/Ed (which 
means opposite editorial page) the top Editorial position due the gravity 
and urgency of his topic and related private members Bill C-336: Noah's 
Law. Please take time to read it. - Publisher/Editor Dana McArthur

A Provincial Example,
A Federal Necessity 

Visit us at:
weeklyanchor.com

Visit our free online
e-edition 

at: www.weeklyanchor.com

www.weeklyanchor.com

SEEDS & FERTILIZER
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Farm & FieldFarm & Field
News and ViewsNews and Views
Farm & Field
News and Views

4405 50 street4405 50 street
Stony Plain, ABStony Plain, AB
4405 50 street
Stony Plain, AB

780-963-1282780-963-1282780-963-1282

www.summersdrilling.comwww.summersdrilling.comwww.summersdrilling.com

Summers Drilling Summers Drilling 
Water Well DrillingWater Well Drilling
Summers Drilling 

Water Well Drilling

A proud Alberta business, since 1917, A proud Alberta business, since 1917, 
Summers Drilling specializes in water well Summers Drilling specializes in water well 

drilling and water well repairs. drilling and water well repairs. 
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Event
Reminders

November 21: 
Lite up late night 

Shopping.

November 22: 
RCMP Centennial Park 
Light Up & Fireworks. 
Time: 5:30pm - 7:30pm

Location: RCMP 
Centennial Park and 

Galloway Station 
Museum 223-55 Street, 

Edson.

While Canadians worry 
about U.S. policy shifts 
under Trump, Ottawa is the 
villain when it comes to 
putting the agri-food sector 
at risk

by Sylvain Charlebois

Make no mistake, the real issue for Canada's 
agri-food sector isn't what's happening in 
Washington – it's what's happening here at 
home.

While many Canadians worry about what the 
next four years might hold with President-elect 
Donald Trump's return, the focus should be on 
whether Ottawa is doing enough to support our 
food security, supply management, and the well-
being of our farmers. For those concerned about 
the future of Canada's agri-food sector, the 
reality may be less about doom and more about 
data-driven strategies to maintain 
competitiveness.

First, let's examine food inflation during 
Trump's first term. Back in 2016, when Trump 
was first elected, the political climate was 
similarly intense, with concerns about potential 
tariffs, renegotiated trade deals, and an America-
first policy that could impact U.S. relations with 
Canada.

Upon taking office, Trump inherited a U.S. 
food inflation rate of minus four per cent – a 
figure that might sound beneficial to consumers, 
but low food prices often discourage corporate 
investment and stall innovation in the industry. 
Over the course of his term, food inflation 
eventually rose to four per cent but generally 
stayed manageable, averaging between 1.5 and 
2.5 per cent.

Despite widespread fears of tariffs on 
Canadian goods, no measures were imposed that 
disrupted Canada's food supply chain, which 

proved resilient.

Then came the United States-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement (USMCA), Trump's landmark trade 
deal, which reshaped commerce across North 
America. Ratified in 2020, Trump's final year 
in office, this agreement led to a nearly 57 per 
cent surge in Canada's agri-food exports to the 
U.S., reaching almost $60 billion last year. 
Previously, under the Obama administration, 
approximately 48 per cent of Canada's agri-
food exports went to the U.S. market, but 
today, nearly 60 per cent of these exports flow 
south.

This heavy reliance on the U.S. market is 
both a blessing and a curse – while Canada's 
agri-food sector benefits from access to the 
vast American market, it also leaves the 
economy more susceptible to shifts in U.S. 
policy. Well-known for his America-first 
approach, Trump is keenly aware of this 
dependency and has leveraged it in trade 
negotiations.

Trump's policies drew Canada into a closer 
commercial relationship with the U.S., 
particularly in agri-food. During his first term, 
Trump also pressured Canada to make 
concessions on its supply management system, 
allowing increased U.S. access to Canadian 
markets for products like dairy. Recently, 
Canada's Senate criticized Bill C-282, which 
would protect supply-managed sectors – 
including dairy, eggs, and poultry – in future 
trade deals. Critics warn that, if left intact, C-
282 could turn supply management into an 
even bigger target for Trump's administration.

But make no mistake, under a second Trump 
term, Canada will likely face additional 
pressure to grant more market access to 
American producers, and Canadian taxpayers 
may end up shouldering even larger subsidies 
for affected sectors. Supply management 
boards may frame these payments as 
“compensation” for potential losses, but in 
reality, they are subsidies that stem from 
necessary quota adjustments.

The larger challenge, however, lies in 

Canada's ability to maintain a competitive agri-
food sector. Trump's second-term agenda 
promises to cut energy costs, reduce regulatory 
red tape, lower taxes, and boost American 
farmers through a Farm Bill nearing $2 trillion. 
Since 2019, Canada's wholesale food prices 
have risen nearly 40 per cent faster than in the 
U.S., putting Canadian producers at a 
significant disadvantage. Without prompt action 
from Ottawa to enhance Canada's 
competitiveness, Canadian grocers may 
increasingly turn to more affordable American 
imports to keep prices down for consumers.

In the end, while Trump's return may prompt 
some changes, Canadians should turn their 
attention to Ottawa's actions – or inactions – in 
supporting our agri-food sector. Trump's 
policies could indeed result in a greater 
presence of American products in our grocery 
stores, but the real solution lies in ensuring 
Canada's agri-food sector remains robust and 
competitive. Instead of focusing on a distant 
White House, Canadians might be wiser to 
scrutinize decisions made closer to home on 
Parliament Hill.

The bottom line? Trump's re-election doesn't 
signal the end of the world, and any potential 
challenges can be managed by focusing on the 
data. The real concern is not Washington but 
rather our government's commitment to 
safeguarding and supporting the health of 
Canada's agri-food sector.

Dr. Sylvain Charlebois, a Canadian professor 
and researcher specializing in food distribution 
and policy, is a senior director of the Agri-Food 
Analytics Lab at Dalhousie University and co-
host of The Food Professor Podcast. He is 
frequently cited in the media for his insights on 
food prices, agricultural trends, and the global 
food supply chain.    © Troy Media

Ottawa's agriculture failures are putting Canadian farmers at risk

Note: The views, opinions, and positions expressed in 
the column are the author's alone. They do not 
inherently or expressly reflect the views, opinions 
and/or positions of The Weekly Anchor, its staff, or 
Troy Media.

by Niki Luymes

The Trail Hall Association celebrated the holiday 
season on December 1, with a 'Light Up the Trail 
Hall' event. From 3pm to 5pm, everyone was 
welcome to come out to the hall and enjoy hot 
coco, snacks, and community.

Outside the hall was a fire pit for people to 
socialize and converse. Inside there was free hot 
chocolate and cookies. There was also a variety of 
gingerbread houses and sugar cookies that people 
could spend time building and decorating. At 5pm 
the group moved outside to watch as the 
decorations and Christmas lights were turned on 
for the holiday season.  

The Trail Hall is located at the north end of 
Rodeo Road and has been a part of Edson for over 
70 years. The location originally had a school 
house which opened in 1938. After a fire destroyed 
the log building, a replacement was brought over 
in 1957. It functioned as a school for only a couple 
more years before being bought by the community 
for $1 and turned into the community hall.

The association that currently cares for the hall 
runs multiple events during the year. This includes 
a monthly potluck, a Fall supper, and other events. 
This is the first year that the group has done a 
Christmas Light Up event. "This was our first year 
to try it and hopefully we can do it annually," said 
Ashley Young, Trail Hall Association Member and 
event organizer.  

Although this first year had a rather small 
turnout, it was still well received by the 
community. "It was small, but it was really good," 

said Young. "We had a few people from the 
community with kids come out and they got to 
enjoy it, which was really awesome. I think we will 
definitely be doing again next year as well." 

"Our goal is to bring more of the community out 
to the hall to let people know that we are here, 
open, and functioning," Young added. 

by Deanna Mitchener

With the holiday season's arrival, the hustle and 
bustle of shopping and decorating for the season 
begins. The Edson Fire Department offers some 
safety tips to help everyone have a safer season. 

- The holidays can be full of joy, but also full of 
distractions. Keep fire safety in mind and avoid 
holiday stress.

- If using candles, never use lit candles to 
decorate a Christmas tree. Keep candles at least 3 
feet (1 metre) away from things that can burn. 
Consider using battery-operated candles as a safe 
alternative.

- For natural Christmas trees, place them in a 
sturdy, non-tipping stand and at least three feet (1 
metre) away from heat sources. Choose a tree with 

fresh, green needles that do not fall off. Check the 
water level of the tree each day and add water as 
needed. Dispose of the tree within four weeks or 
sooner if it dries out. Store it away from the house 
or garage.

- For Christmas lights, only use ones that have 
the label of a recognized testing laboratory. Only 
connect as many strands together as outlined in the 
manufacturer's instructions. Make sure outdoor 
lights, extension cords, and outlets are 
weatherproof or identified for outdoor use. Don't 
overload electrical outlets or run extension cords 
under carpets, across doorways, or near heat 
sources. Replace any string of lights that contain 
frayed cords or loose bulb connections. Use clips 
instead of nails when hanging lights to prevent 
cord damage.

- Smoke alarms should be replaced every 10 

years and tested monthly. Change batteries twice a 
year (recommended when you change your 
clocks). Some modern smoke detectors/alarms 
come with a 10-year battery that does not need to 
be replaced during the lifespan of the device. 
Check the manufacturer's instructions.

- Carbon Monoxide alarms should be tested 
monthly. Exposure to CO can cause flu-like 
symptoms such as headaches, nausea, dizziness, 
confusion, drowsiness, loss of consciousness, and 
death. If your CO alarm sounds or you notice 
symptoms of CO poisoning, get everyone out of 
the home immediately. Then call 9-1-1 from 
outside the building. Keep your families safe and 
enjoy the holidays.

Take the time to ensure all your decorations are 
safely in place and operating correctly. Have a safe 
and wonderful holiday season!

Holiday fire safety tips from the Edson Fire Department

'Light Up the Trail Hall' event celebrates the season

Clare Sweeney and Roxane Parker enjoyed constructing and decorating gingerbread houses at the Trail Hall Light 
Up event on December 1. photo Niki Luymes 
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