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TWO MEN AND A HAMMER INC.
New Homes, Shops, Garages and Additions

DALE WILLIAMS
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780-723-6677780-723-6677
Main Street, Edson

780-723-6677BrendonBrendonBrendon Reg Hours: Mon-Weds 10am-6pm, Thurs 10am-8pm, Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 10am-5pm, Sun closed

GRAD PROMO CONTINUES!
Call to book an appointment 780 723 6677

Check Facebook/Instagram for more details!

The Weekly Anchor

        5010 3rd Ave, 780-723-5787

Mon to Thurs 9am to noonMon to Thurs 9am to noonMon to Thurs 9am to noon
PASSPORT PHOTOS & MORE
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The Weekly
EDSON’S INDEPENDENT, AWARD WINNING LOCAL NEWSPAPER

SERVING EDSON & YELLOWHEAD COUNTY FOR 30 YEARS The Weekly Anchor

Support the local businesses 
that keep your community and 

its newspaper thriving.
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780-723-6677BrendonBrendonBrendon Reg. Hours Mon-Weds 10am-6pm, Thurs 10am-8pm, Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 10am-5pm, Sun closed

FATHER'S DAY WEEK SALE!
Mon. to Sat. 
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780-723-6677780-723-6677
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780-723-6677BrendonBrendonBrendon Reg. Hours Mon-Weds 10am-6pm, Thurs 10am-8pm, Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 10am-5pm, Sun closed

CONGRATULATIONS!
TO ALL HOLY REDEEMER GRADS OF 2023! 

up to up to up to 50%OFF
*regular price

REMEMBRANCE
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780-723-6677BrendonBrendonBrendon

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Thank you for all your support this past year!Thank you for all your support this past year!

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Thank you for all your support this past year!
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GRAD PROMOTIONS HAVE STARTED!
Call to book an appointment 780 723 6677

Check Facebook for more details!

NEWNEWNEW

Win A 
         Valentine’s 
         Day Gift!

IN PAPER
CONTEST!

Main Street, EdsonMain Street, Edson

780-723-6677780-723-6677
Main Street, Edson

780-723-6677BrendonBrendonBrendon
Reg. Hours Mon-Weds 10am-6pm, Thurs 10am-8pm, Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 10am-5pm, Sun closed

MOTHERS DAY SALES!
Thursday to Saturday, May 11 

Check
Facebook
for more
Details

R

Main Street, EdsonMain Street, Edson

780-723-6677780-723-6677
Main Street, Edson

780-723-6677BrendonBrendonBrendon Regular hours: Mon-Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 10am-5pm, Sun closed

VISIT US DURING THE SUMMER FESTIVAL
July 10, 11, & 12th FOR GREAT SALES!

R

Sept
1 week
each

*Regular priced items.

The Edson and District Public Library celebrated their 80th Anniversary on February 1, along with Family Literacy Day. The event offered many 
activities as well as delicious cupcakes. photo Niki Luymes 

NO-NO

NO-SALE

60% off

Mon-Weds 10am-6pm, Thurs 10am-8pm, Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 10am-5pm, Sun closed

New Fall & Cold Weather GoodsNew Fall & Cold Weather Goods
Arriving Daily!Arriving Daily!

New Fall & Cold Weather Goods
Arriving Daily!

20%off
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by Niki Luymes

The Edson and District 
Public Library made the most 
of Family Literacy Day on 

February 1, by combining it 
with celebrating their 80th 
Anniversary. To commemorate 
the occasion there were crafts, 
activities, and cupcakes to 

enjoy.
Visitors could choose to 

enjoy the free chocolate or 
vanilla cupcakes and the many 
activity tables.  Positioned 

around the inter ior  were 
stations for colouring, crafts, 
playdough, and more. The 
e v e n t  p r o v i d e d  a  g r e a t 
opportunity for families and 
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Support the local businesses 
that keep your community and 

its newspaper thriving.
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MERRY
CHRISTMAS

RCMP

see page 10
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780-723-6677BrendonBrendonBrendon
Reg. Hours Mon-Weds 10am-6pm, Thurs 10am-8pm, Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 10am-5pm, Sun closed

Thymes TwoThymes TwoThymes TwoThymes TwoThymes TwoThymes TwoThymes Two
Unique Gifts & MoreUnique Gifts & MoreUnique Gifts & More

306 Main Street, Edson Ph: 780-723-3350306 Main Street, Edson Ph: 780-723-3350                                                306 Main Street, Edson Ph: 780-723-3350                        Regular Hours: Mon to Fri 10am-6pm; Sat 10am-5pm; Sunday closed

Storewide  off Storewide  off 50%50%
regular prices!regular prices!

Storewide  off 50%
regular prices!

Library celebrates 80th Anniversary and Family Literacy Day  
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HRH Grad IssueHRH Grad Issue
June 7, 2021June 7, 2021
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before May 24 to place before May 24 to place 
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HRH Grad Issue
June 7, 2021
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before May 24 to place 

your congratulations to the
Grads of 2021!
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PHOTO SERVICESPHOTO SERVICES
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FIREARMS AND MOREFIREARMS AND MORE

Drop in Drop in 
Monday to ThursdayMonday to Thursday

9am to noon...9am to noon...
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Monday to Thursday

9am to noon...

5010 3rd Avenue, Edson 780-723-57875010 3rd Avenue, Edson 780-723-57875010 3rd Avenue, Edson 780-723-5787

Have
a safe
and
joyful
Christmas...

The Weekly Anchor

Coming soon!
Call or Email to

book your AD space

Visitor's Guide
West Yellowhead 2024

Office: 780-723-5787Office: 780-723-5787
Sue Ann cell: 780- 280-0213 Sue Ann cell: 780- 280-0213 

Office: 780-723-5787
Sue Ann cell: 780- 280-0213 

 anchorwk@telusplanet.net

Weekly Anchor

Check out
our
new 

mobile-ready
website at:

weeklyanchor.com

Town of Edson offering Skate with Santa Event 
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The
Weekly
Anchor

780-723-5787   5040 3rd Ave, Edson

Photos for 
Firearms,

Visas, and more

PASSPORT PHOTOSWALK-IN

Mon to Thurs 9am to Noon

$15.95!

Closed for Holidays from Dec 23 to Jan 2, 2023

The
Weekly
Anchor

780-723-5787   5010 3rd Ave, Edson

Photos for 
Firearms,

Visas, and more

PASSPORT PHOTOSWALK-IN

Mon to Thurs 9am to Noon

$15.95!

Closed for Holidays from Dec 19 to Dec 30, 2024

A column of smoke near Minnow Lake was visible to 
surrounding communities on May 14, 2023from the 
Deep Creek Wildfire Complex – EWF035, WCU001 & 
WCU002. WCU001. The wildfire zone is located 
southeast of Entwistle and west over the Pembina River 
where it spread north and travelled over Highway 16. 
The wildfire is parallel with Highway 16 and moved 
further west where the wildfire spread just north of 
Wildwood. Alberta Wildfire

Drop-in
Mon to Thurs
9am to Noon

Passport photos,
firearm photos,

visa photos, and more

5010

The Weekly Anchor
5010 3rd Avenue, Edson
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Mon to Thurs 9am to Noon
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Mon to Thurs
9am to Noon

The Weekly Anchor
5010 3rd Avenue, Edson

780-723-5787

PASSPORT PHOTOS & MORE

Mon to Thurs
9am to Noon

March 4: Join us for FireSmart Days 2pm-7pm 
( Drop in any time) at Galloway Museum 

March 8, April 12: Join Trail Hall for potluck suppers 
for more information call 780-728-5641.

March 10-31: Yoga in Peers, Sundays 6pm-7pm 
Peers Multiplex ages 12+ register at 

yhcounty.ca/registration

EVENT REMINDERS

Dec. 14
Nite 
Owl 
Sale
in 

Edson 

C o n d i t i o n s  a r e 
currently right for a 
wildfire and the risk could 
be present year-round 
depending on weather 
condi t ions and snow 
levels.
A b o v e  s e a s o n a l 

temperatures and the lack 
of precipitation for the past 
month have driven our fire 
danger to MODERATE in 
the forest area.
This means that a fire 

can easily ignite where 
there is exposed dead or 
dry  vegetat ion s ince 
there's no snow cover to 
prevent the spread. It 
would a lso have the 
potential to climb into the 
trees.
If you see smoke or flame 

in the forest, report it to 
310-FIRE.

Wildfire Update

TWO MEN AND A HAMMER INC.
New Homes, Shops, Garages and Additions

DALE WILLIAMS

tmhdale@gmail.com                     Box 6666 Edson, AB T7E 1V1

EVENT
REMINDER

July 18:

Bear Chase 
Triathlon

at
Bear Lake.

Ages 3-13 
register at 

yhcounty.ca/registration 

or in person at
 Yellowhead 

County office
or call 

780-723-4800

Weekly Anchor Newspaper

VISIT OUR FREE E-EDITION
(Digital version identical to our print version)

www.weeklyanchor.com
Current Flip issue or downloadable PDF 

Years of back issues available!
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(Digital version identical to our print version)
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Current Flip issue or downloadable PDF 

Years of back issues available!

Weekly Anchor Newspaper

VISIT OUR FREE E-EDITION
(Digital version identical to our print version)

www.weeklyanchor.com

Current Flip issue or downloadable PDF 
Years of back issues available!

4405 50 street4405 50 street
Stony Plain, ABStony Plain, AB
4405 50 street
Stony Plain, AB

780-963-1282780-963-1282780-963-1282

www.summersdrilling.comwww.summersdrilling.comwww.summersdrilling.com

Summers Drilling Summers Drilling 
Water Well DrillingWater Well Drilling
Summers Drilling 

Water Well Drilling

A proud Alberta business, since 1917, A proud Alberta business, since 1917, 
Summers Drilling specializes in water well Summers Drilling specializes in water well 

drilling and water well repairs. drilling and water well repairs. 

A proud Alberta business, since 1917, 
Summers Drilling specializes in water well 

drilling and water well repairs. 

Please note, there will be no issue for Dec 30, 2024
due to our staff holiday break. We'll be back to our 

weekly schedule with our January 6 issue.  

FROM THE WEEKLY ANCHOR

Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas
and a and a 

HAPPY NEW YEARHAPPY NEW YEAR

Merry Christmas
and a 

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Office will be closed Dec 23 reopening Dec 30 (closed New Years Day).  
*We will be checking emails and messages
email: anchorwk@telusplanet.net  780-723-5787

THANK-YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 16P Tower 1a (Base Price) Pages 1,4,5,8,9,12,13,16

continued from front

Edmonton
#134-15277 Castledowns Road

Edmonton, AB

1-855-258-9429

HEARING EVALUATIONS

Helping the world hear better
Serving Alberta since 1964

We are AADL, WCB, HI\\NIHB, DVA provider

* Latest Technology - all digital 
hearing aid models

* Repairs to all models
* 30 day trial period

We provide:

Edson Clinic
Tues, Feb 18, 2025* 10:00am-1:00pm

Edson Medical Centre
616 50 St, Edson

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

The Fees and Charges Bylaw is 
updated annually in accordance 
with Council’s approved budget 
and sets the various rates for the 
Town of Edson, including Leisure 
Centre fees, utility rates, business 
and animal licence fees, planning 
charges, and more. 

Some of the key changes include: 

• Assessment Review Board non 
residential fee increased from $75 
to $150. 

• Adjustments to utility fees in 
accordance with the 2025 approved 
budget, including water, 
wastewater, waste management, 
bulk water, and landfill. 

• Additional fees added for 
construction water, after-hours 
callouts, additional waste 
containers (additional organics 
container has no fee), and landfill 
construction/demo material from 
outside the region. 

guests of all ages to come and explore the library. 
"Since we opened right at noon, it has been 

steady. We have many different groups coming in 
and every one feels welcome to be here," said 
Library Manager Sarah Tonowski. 
"It's a nice way to celebrate the library and a great 
way to highlight all the things we have going on 
here," said Tonowski. "We have our kits and all of 
our many library materials, the public computers, 
and our special new areas. So everyone is getting a 
chance to look it over." 

The Edson Public Library has been a 
community hub since 1945. Originally the library 
was based out of the old town hall. Over the many 
years it has changed locations four times 
(including the 2024 renovations). In 1949 the 
library was inside the scout's hall. In 1957 it was 
located in the Civic Center. The current 8th Ave 
location became its home in 1981. This location 
was then fully renovated over the course of 2023 
to 2024. 
Throughout the decades the library has been run 

by a board of directors. This board is comprised 
of local residents who keep the library active in 
the community. The goal is to keep the library as 
one of the go-to places in the community. 

Alongside the celebratory activities the library 
was also host to a yoga fundraiser for the 
Yellowhead Woman's Emergency Care Shelter. 
This was led by Renae Ilnicki, and raised $190. 
For more information on the Library's 
community programming, see the story on page 
four. 

Library celebrates 80th Anniversary and Family Literacy Day  

Many young families enjoyed the crafts and activities on February 1, at the Library's 80th 
Anniversary & Family Literacy Day celebrations. photo Niki Luymes 

This young lady was enjoying the free cupcakes on February 1, at the Library's 
80th Anniversary & Family Literacy Day celebrations. photo Niki Luymes 

Edson’s updated Fees
and Charges Bylaw

is now in effect 
• Modified Planning and 

Development fees to match best 
practices. 

• Business Licence fees for new 
residents and non-resident has been 
adjusted to merge into existing 
resident and non-resident 
categories. 

• Animal licencing fees have been 
streamlined to remove repetition, 
and a category for service dog has 
been added at no charge. 

The new bylaw also includes 
some rate and fee structure changes 
for the Edson and District Leisure 
Centre, which go into effect in 
March and July of this year. More 
information on those changes will 
be released on our website and 
social media channels soon! 

See the full Fees and Charges 
Bylaw, and the new fee schedule 
with effective dates at 
www.edson.ca/bylaws.
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Event Reminder
May 9: For mental health week, join 
the Town of Edson for Darkness to 
Light – Mental Health Awareness. Join 
the community and place luminaries or 
a simple candle outside your home to 
u n i t e  f o r  a  l i g h t  a t  d a w n 
(approximately 5:10 am).

West Yellowhead MLA 
Martin Long

Public School Division

Event Reminders

August 11: Niton Green Grove 
Pool PUBLIC SWIM and 
OUTDOOR MOVIE NIGHT 
(ZOOTOPIA). Public Swim 2:00-
9:30 PM; BBQ/Concession 2:30-
8:30 PM. Email 
ntarves@yhcounty.ca for more 
information or call 780-723-4800.

thAug 13: 10  Annual Gospel Jam 
Free to attend 3pm-8pm located at 
Niton Community Hall Concession 
available  (Rg Rd 130 across from 
Niton School).

Weekly Anchor E-Edtion
Free online at

WWW.WEEKLYANCHOR.COM

by Deanna Mitchener

Views & News

Edmonton
#134-15277 Castledowns Road

Edmonton, AB

1-855-258-9429

HEARING EVALUATIONS

Helping the world hear better
Serving Alberta since 1964

We are AADL, WCB, HI\\NIHB, DVA provider

* Latest Technology - all digital 
hearing aid models

* Repairs to all models
* 30 day trial period

We provide:

Edson Clinic
Weds, Nov 22, 2023* 10:00am-1:00pm

Edson Medical Centre
616 50 St, Edson

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

The Weekly Anchor

Coming soon!
Call or Email to Book your 

AD Space

Visitor's Guide
West Yellowhead 2024

Office: 780-723-5787Office: 780-723-5787
Sue Ann cell: 780- 280-0213 Sue Ann cell: 780- 280-0213 
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& MORE

50105010
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Gerald Soroka
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Edson Funeral Home
Foothills Memorial ChapelFoothills Memorial Chapel

and Crematoriumand Crematorium
Foothills Memorial Chapel

and Crematorium

Traditional Funeral Services, 
Graveside Services,

Cemetery Monuments, 
Prearrangement Plans

and Cremation Options with a 
Crematorium on Site in Edson.

Taking care of your family
in your time of need for over 40 years.

Serving Edson, Hinton, Jasper, Grande Cache,Whitecourt and the surrounding areas

Ph: 780.723.3575   Toll Free: 800.238.3462
www.foothillsmemorialchapel.com 

5040—6 Ave., Edson, AB T7E 1T8 (P.O. Box 6358) - Fax:780.723.2021

Edson Funeral Home; Foothills Memorial Chapel and Crematorium
are a caring Division of the Caring Group Corp.

*A member of the Alberta Funeral Association; Funeral Service Association of Canada

Respectfully honouring your Traditions

Thymes TwoThymes TwoThymes TwoThymes TwoThymes TwoThymes TwoThymes Two
Unique Gifts & MoreUnique Gifts & MoreUnique Gifts & More

Ph: 780-723-3350

 We are at storewide on regular 50% off 

merchandise increasing by  each week!5%

Christmas stock is at 60% off!
All display pieces and point-of-sale cash register 

are for sale.  Make us an offer!
Thank you to all our regular customers who have 

supported us these past 28 years!

Regular Hours: Mon to Fri 10am-6pm; Sat 10am-5pm; Sunday closed

CLOSING
OUT

SALE

Thymes Two Gifts is closing
February 28, 2025

Please use up any outstanding gift certificates, credit notes and points.

306 Main St., Edson
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Please remember to shop local and support 
local. Local journalism matters and it's local 
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
TOWN OF EDSON 

EVENT REMINDER

Gerald Soroka
MP Yellowhead

EVENT REMINDER

January 21:
World Snow Day: Join us at Bear Lake Park for afternoon fun 

Setzers Sleigh Rides, Campfires, Cross Country Skiing and 
Snowshoeing. 1pm-3pm.

January 21:

World Snow Day. 
Join us at Bear 
Lake Park for 
afternoon fun 
Setzers Sleigh 

Rides, Campfires, 
Cross Country 

Skiing and 
Snowshoeing. 

1pm-3pm.

www.
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Weekly Anchor

EVENT REMINDER

January 11:

Edson's Community Resource Fair. 11am - 2pm 
at The Royal Canadian Legion. Discover new 

programs and support in Edson. 
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 For more information on photo enforcement, including a list of frequently asked questions and stats, 
visit . www.edson.ca/photo-enforcement

 PHOTO ENFORCEMENT 
LOCATIONS FOR JULY 2023 

Cycling, 
Construction 
Zone, Off-Highway 
Vehicles, and 
Fatigue

Cycling, 
Construction 
Zone, Off-Highway 
Vehicles

The Town of Edson aligns its Traffic Safety 
Priorities with the Alberta Traffic Safety Plan, with 
an aim to reduce road traffic fatalities.
Each month the Alberta Safety Plan has a specific 
focus for information and enforcement activities. 
June's focus is Commercial Vehical Safety, 
Cycling, Construction Zone, Off-Highway Vehicles, 
and Fatigue.
For more details on the Alberta Traffic Safety Plan, 
visit https://www.alberta.ca/alberta-traffic-safety-
plan.aspx

- Additional locations may be photo enforced on the above dates.
- Photo enforcement may not operate on all dates above.

Edmonton
#134-15277 Castledowns Road

Edmonton, AB

1-855-258-9429

HEARING EVALUATIONS

Helping the world hear better
Serving Alberta since 1964

We are AADL, WCB, HI\\NIHB, DVA provider

* Latest Technology - all digital 
hearing aid models

* Repairs to all models
* 30 day trial period

We provide:

Edson Clinic
Weds, June 26, 2024* 10:00am-1:00pm

Edson Medical Centre
616 50 St, Edson

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
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Monday to Friday
8am to 4pm
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EVENT REMINDER
First Wednesday of Every Month: Senior's Recycling Day. 

Between 10 am and 1 pm, senior citizens are welcome to visit 
the depot for snacks and refreshments while their staff unloads 

your sorted recyclables free of charge.

Discover your new 

The Weekly Anchor

Coming soon!

Call or Email

to Book

your 

AD Space

Visitor's Guide
West Yellowhead 2025

Office: 780-723-5787Office: 780-723-5787
Sue Ann cell: 780- 280-0213 Sue Ann cell: 780- 280-0213 

Office: 780-723-5787
Sue Ann cell: 780- 280-0213 

 anchorwk@telusplanet.net

EVENT
REMINDER

January 29 
February 12, 26 

March 12: 

Family Time Peers 
Multiplex. This is a 

free program for 
caregivers with 

children 0-5 
10:30AM-12:30PM. 

Registration is 
required. 

Looking to gain your High School Diploma

by Deanna Mitchener

The Canadian Adult Education Credential (CAEC) high school equivalency assessment is for 
adults who do not have a high school diploma or need an education credential to open new 
doors to educational, training, or employment opportunities.
“Pearson View, who administered the GED exam in Canada, stopped supporting the GED 
here, in May of 2024. It was then replaced by the CAEC exam. The CAEC was developed by 
Alberta Education and national partners and is a made in Canada replacement for the GED,” 
says Clare Hemsley, who is an Adult Learning Assistant with Edson and District Community 
Learning. 
“Like the GED, there are five different subject areas that you must pass: English Reading, 
English Writing, Social Studies, Science, and Math. Each of the five subject areas has its 
own exam. This exam can also be taken in French," Hemsley says.
"If you have taken and passed some of the exams under the GED system, they will continue 
to count towards your CAEC qualification and you do not need to repeat those exams up 
until May 2027,” explains Hemsley.
CAEC is not necessarily designed for individuals who wish to go on to further education. 
"University and college courses can require specific high school courses and you'll need to 
contact the institution directly to find which courses you require for admittance to a 
program,” says Hemsley.
“If you did not gain enough credits to receive a high school diploma and you want to take the 
CAEC, you can, if you are 18 or over and have been out of school for 10 consecutive 
months. You must also have an Alberta student number. 
You can take the CAEC exams in Edson. They cost $60 each and must be booked and paid 
for online. The tests are computer based and can be taken at Edson and District Community 
Learning Society in the Provincial Building. For more information you can call the office at 
780-723-6247.
You can retake tests in the next calendar month to a maximum of three times in a calendar 
year.
"We offer tutoring to individuals to  help them reach their goals. We usually charge a $25 
registration fee, however, this may be waived depending on the student's situation,” says 
Clare Hemsley. 

by Niki Luymes

The Edson and District Public 
Library has many new and 
returning programs for people of 
all ages to enjoy. 
 Residents of the area are 

welcome to come and make the 
most of the newly renovated 
space. These programs cover a 
variety of hobbies and interests. 
There is something offered almost 
every day of the week for people 
to enjoy.  
This month the Library is happy 

to announce the return of the ever 
popular Friday movie and games 
night. Every Friday from 4:00pm 
to 8:00pm, drop in for board 
games, card games, video games, 
or role playing games. Then the 
kid-friendly family movie starts 
at 6:00pm. This includes classic 
cartoons, new releases, and fun 
movies —all safe for kids. "It's a 
great program for families to 
come and attend together," said 
Sarah Tonowski, Library 
Manager. 
Also for the kids, is the 

Thursday Story-time with Mrs 
Trish. Every Thursday stories are 
read aloud for the kids.  Story-
times happen at 10:30am and 
4:00pm. Families are welcome to 
come to one or both.  
Fridays now welcome the 

Seniors Movie program. Library 
staff are offering free coffee and 
tea, plus a movie for seniors 
every Friday morning at 11:00 
am. The goal is to show a variety 
of classics, musicals, and more. 
"Seniors Movie was inspired by 
the desire to have more free and 
fun activities for seniors in our 
area. It is something that they can 
attend and engage with the 
community, while also enjoying 
some free entertainment. We will 
also take movie requests," said 
Tonowski
The library also hosts two book 

clubs. The first one is the Lunch 
Hour Book Club. Once a month 
this group meets at 12pm for a 
casual discussion on that month's 
chosen title. "Everyone is 
welcome, feel free to bring your 
lunch. Copies are available at the 
front desk the month prior to our 
meeting date," said Tonowski.  
January's book was 'Hotline' by 
Dimitri Nasrallah.  February's 
meeting will be on Feb 18, 

covering 'Go as a River' by 
Shelley Read.  
The second book club is new 

this year. It's the Silent Book 
Club that also meets once a 
month. This club differs in that 
you can bring any book you 
want. You simply grab a drink 
and enjoy an hour of quiet 
reading followed by an optional 
sharing time. "Whether you are a 
seasoned reader or just looking 
for an excuse to crack open a 
new book, this is your space. 
There are no rules, no pressure, 
just reading. The dates coming 
up are: Feb. 10, Mar. 17, and Apr. 
14," said Tonowski.
"We hear all the time, that 

despite wanting to read more, 
people struggle to put down their 
phones and focus on reading. 
Silent Book Club helps readers 
prioritize reading by providing a 
set time and location as well as 
removing the distractions that 
phones/social media can pose. 
Everyon is welcome to 
participate and we look forward 
to growing a community of 
readers." 
Alongside all these date-specific 

programs are the everyday ones. 
These includes the Cynthia's 
spectacular Grab and Go Craft 
Kits and the Seed Library, which 
is in it's third year starting in 
February. "Our Seed Library has 
run for a few years and last year 
we gave away over 700 full 
packages of seeds. We provide 
seeds that have been donated to 
our library and ask that you 
return seeds to us after you 
harvest," said Tonowski. 
Library staff are also available 

to offer assistance with 
technology with a special 
emphasis on Tech Help 
Tuesdays. 
"The Library is a reflection of 

the community and continues to 
support interests. If you tell us 
your wishes for new books, 
movies, and programs we will do 
our best to make it available," 
said Tonowski. "The purpose of 
these events is to bring people 
together in fun, innovative ways. 
Everyone is welcome to come 
enjoy our new space! The library 
is a comfortable, safe, and 
inclusive place to explore 
interests, make friends, and 
inspire curiosity."

Lots to do at the Edson
and District Public Library

by Niki Luymes

 Edson and area residents could 
enjoy some local shopping on 
February 1, at the Cupid's Corner 
Market. Local vendors had tables set 
up in the Pioneer Cabin selling a 
variety of goods. The sale was open 
from 11am to 3pm.  

The market is the first of its 
namesake in Edson. The goal is to fill 
the void left by farmer's markets 
during the winter months. "We 
wanted to hold a market to be that go-

between for customers to have that 
option to make purchases," said 
Myrna Slusarcyk, vendor and event 
co-organizer. 

"It is also something to get you 
outside and doing something on a 
Saturday," added Linda Price, vendor, 
and the other co-organizer. "Other 
markets would be during the week 
and a lot of people can't make it 
because of work." 

This market focused more on non-
food items. The Cupid's Corner was 
specifically Valentines Day themed. 

This included soaps and beauty 
products, candles, crocheted items, 
and more. "Everybody's welcome, but 
what we were trying to do was make 
sure we didn't have duplicate vendors. 
We were trying to make it individual. 
Each person has a unique item and 
that's what we want our customers to 
see, that there's a lot of uniqueness in 
what we bring out here," said 
Slusarcyk. 

Because of the cold, only nine of 
the planned 14 vendors were able to 
make it. This same cold brought less 

foot traffic than expected, but people 
still came to take a look. "It's hasn't 
been huge, but still fairly steady," said 
Slusarcyk. 

The market was planned by a group 
of vendors. "We've grown to know 
each other over the years doing 
markets together and we just decided 
to plan our own," said Slusarcyk  

The group is hoping to make this 
style of market a regular thing. "Its 
nice little hall. It's the perfect size for 
us really, we could even squeeze a 
few more in if we need to," said 
Price. The current plan is to host it 
once a month. 

New local market hosted at Edson Pioneer Cabin

Kathy Fagnant was one of the vendors at the Cupids Corner Market on February 1. There were 
a variety of items up for sale.  photo Niki Luymes 
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POOL SCHEDULE

Jan 4 we’ll be back to our regular hours (unless something changes) of 8-4.

 

PROUDLY BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

 For more information on photo enforcement, including 
a list of frequently asked questions and stats, visit 
www.edson.ca/photo-enforcement. 

EDSON AND DISTRICT
LEISURE CENTRE

EDSON AND DISTRICT
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Mail directly to the Town

in the community
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Payments can now be sent

Organics - Monday

NOTICE OF 
DEVELOPMENT

Recent Development Permits approved by the Development 
Authority, under the Town of Edson Land Use Bylaw 2070 as 
a m e n d e d ,  c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t 
https://www.edson.ca/business/planning/development-permit-
applications. Additional information can be requested from the 
Planning Department at 780-723-4402 or .planning@edson.ca
Any person who is deemed to be affected by the issuance of any 
one of these permits may appeal to the Subdivision and 
Development Authority by 4:00 p.m., on the 21st day after the 
date of issue as published on the Town's website. On Permitted 
Uses, grounds for appeal must relate only to interpretation, 
variance, or relaxation of Land Use Bylaw 2070. On 
Discretionary Uses, all aspects of the proposed development may 
be challenged upon appeal. Written notice of appeal, 
accompanied by the appeal fee as established by Town Council, 
must be filed through the Office of the Secretary of the 
Subdivision and Development Appeal Board at Box 6300, 
Edson, AB   T7E 1T7. Direct Control District Approvals cannot 
be appealed. TOWN OF EDSON

Public Information & Notices 2024
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https://www.edson.ca/business/planning/development-permit-applications. Additional 
information can be requested from the Planning Department at 780-723-4402 or 
planning@edson.ca.

Any person who is deemed to be affected by the issuance of any one of these permits may 
appeal to the Subdivision and Development Authority by 4:00 p.m., on the 21st day after the 
date of issue as published on the Town's website. On Permitted Uses, grounds for appeal must 
relate only to interpretation, variance, or relaxation of Land Use Bylaw 2070. On Discretionary 
Uses, all aspects of the proposed development may be challenged upon appeal. Written 
notice of appeal, accompanied by the appeal fee as established by Town Council, must be filed 
through the Office of the Secretary of the Subdivision and Development Appeal Board at Box 
6300, Edson, AB   T7E 1T7. Direct Control District Approvals cannot be appealed. 
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INVITATION TO TENDER
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

Program Overview

Program Overview

 TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the T own of Edson, in the Province of 
Alberta, has given first reading to borrowing Bylaw No.2321 which will, upon 
final passage and approval, authorize the proper officers of the Town of 
Edson toborrow monies from the Province of Alberta by way of debenture 
issue, to pay for the cost of the following municipal purpose(s), namely an 
Aerial Fire Truck within the limits of the Town of Edson; 

The total estimated cost of the aforesaid project amounts to $2,750,000.

The net amount to be borrowed on the credit and security of the municipality 
at large by the issue of debentures is $2,750,000. The debentures are to be 
repayable to the Province of Alberta in forty (40) equal consecutive semi 
annual installments of combined principal and interest, the semi annual 
interest not to exceed six per centum (6%), or the interest rate as fixed from 
time to time by the province of Alberta.

NOW THEREFORE NOTICE is hereby given by the Council of the Town of 
Edson that, unless a petition of the electors for a vote on Bylaw No. 2321 is 
demanded, as provided for by the terms of Section 231 of the Municipal 
Government Act, the said Council may pass the said borrowing bylaw. All 
persons interested are hereby notified and they are required to govern 
themselves accordingly. DATED at the Town of Edson, in the Province of 
Alberta, this 4th day of February. 

Denise MacDonald, Acting CFO 

 Information for Electors 

Pursuant to Section 1(i) of the Municipal Government Act an "elector" means: 
1. A person who is eligible to vote in the election for a Councillor under the 
Local Authorities Election Act. Pursuant to Section 47(1) of the Local 
Authorities Election Act a person is eligible to vote in an election if he: 

a) is at least 18 years old, 
b) is a Canadian citizen, and 
c) has resided in Alberta for the 6 consecutive months immediately 

preceding election day and is resident in the area on election day. 

A poll may be demanded in the Town of Edson by electors equal in number 
to at least 

 a) in the case of a municipality other than a summer village, by electors of 
the municipality equal in number to at least 10% of the population and 

b) in the case of a summer village, by 10% of the electors of the summer 
village 

 in accordance with the provisions of Section 223 of the Municipal 
Government Act and in accordance with the provisions of Section 251 of the 
Municipal Government Act. The petition for a vote must be received by the 
Chief Administrative Officer within 15 days of the last publication of this notice 
and shall contain on each page "an accurate and identical statement of the 
purpose of the petition". (Further requirements of the petition are provided in 
Section 224 of the Municipal Government Act.) 

DATE of the last publication of this notice is the 17th day of February 2025.

Public Notice to Electors 
Town of Edson, Province of Alberta 

Section 251 - Municipal Government Act 
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Support the local businesses that
keep your community and its
local newspaper thriving.

Name: Grayson
Grade: 3
Age: 8
If you got to spend the day as an 
animal, what animal would you be? 
Why? A lemur because I
could jump really far and hang 
upside down.

Edson RCMP Occurrences
For the week of Nov 13 to Nov 19, 2023

Meet 5 year on Waylon a student at Vanier 
Community Catholic School.
What is your favorite holiday? fishing trip
What is your favorite subject? English
Favorite food? pink salmon
Favorite color? Green
What do you want to be when you grow 
up? a farmer, a butcherman, and a worker. 

Meet 5 year old Waylon, a student at Vanier 
Community Catholic School.

What is your favorite holiday? fishing trip
What is your favorite subject? English
Favorite food? pink salmon
Favorite color? Green

What do you want to be when you grow 
up? a farmer, a butcherman, and a worker.

Support the local businesses
that keep your community and 

its newspaper thriving. 

Local 
Journalism
Matters....

Support the local businesses
that keep your community and 

its newspaper thriving. 

Local 
Journalism
Matters....

Support the local businesses
that keep your community and 

its newspaper thriving. 

Local 
Journalism
Matters....

Support the local businesses
that keep your community and 

its newspaper thriving. 

Local Journalism Matters...

Name: Grace
Grade: 4
Age: 9
What is the best thing about coming back 
to school? I get to see all my friends and 
the teachers.

Please note, there will be 
no issue for Dec 30, 2024

due to our staff holiday break.
We'll be back to our

weekly schedule
with our January 6, 2025 issue.  

FROM THE
WEEKLY ANCHOR

Please rememberPlease remember
to shop localto shop local
this holidaythis holiday

season.season.

Please remember
to shop local
this holiday

season.

Office will be closed Dec 23 reopening Dec 30  
*We will be checking emails and messages
email: anchorwk@telusplanet.net  780-723-5787

THANK-YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Please note, there will be 
no issue for Jan 1, 2024

due to our staff holiday break.
We'll be back to our

weekly schedule
with our January 8 issue.  

FROM THE
WEEKLY ANCHOR

MerryMerry
ChristmasChristmas

and a and a 

HAPPY NEWHAPPY NEW
YEARYEAR

Merry
Christmas

and a 

HAPPY NEW
YEAR

Office will be closed Dec 23 reopening Jan 2.  
*We will be checking emails and messages
email: anchorwk@telusplanet.net  780-723-5787

THANK-YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Meet 10 year old student Zoey who attends 
Vanier Community Catholic School. 

What is your favourite holiday? Halloween
What is your favourite subject?  Art
What is your favourite food? Pizza
What do you what to be when you grow up? 
Geologist

Support the local businesses
that keep your community and 

its newspaper thriving. 

Local Journalism Matters...

Support the local businesses
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its newspaper thriving. 
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 © Troy Media

The views, opinions and positions expressed in 
this editorial column are the author's alone. They 
do not inherently or expressly reflect the views, 
opinions and/or positions of The Weekly Anchor, its 
staff, or Troy Media.
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Tegan
If you could do anything what would it be- 
swim in a wave pool

Millicent
If you could do anything what would it be- 
I would take an airplane and fly to Toronto 
to visit my good God mom.

From the
Publisher’s Desk

Dana McArthur
Member Canadian Association of Journalists

Dazlyn
Grade 6
Age 11
Holiday: Christmas
Food: Sushi
Color: purple
Pets: 3 dogs named Tucker, Duke, 
Thunder. 2 cats named Daisy & Flynn.

Visit our free
weekly

e-edition 
at:

weeklyanchor.com

Note: The views, opinions, and positions expressed in 
the column are the author's alone. They do not 
inherently or expressly reflect the views, opinions and/or 
positions of The Weekly Anchor, its staff, or Troy Media.

by Deanna Mitchener

Views & News

Support the local businesses
that keep your community and 

its newspaper thriving. 

Local Journalism Matters...
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For the week of January 20 – January 26, 2025

Assistance Calls 13; Suspicious Persons 13; and Traffic Violations 11 topped the 
list of Edson RCMP occurrences. Other investigations included: Abandoned 
Vehicles 1; Alarms/False Alarms 4; Animal Calls 1; Assault 3; Cause 
Disturbance 0; Child Welfare 1; Extortion 1; Fail to Comply with Conditions 1; 
Fail to Stop or Remain at Collision 0; False/Abandoned 911 Call 3; Family 
Orders and Agreements 0; Fire Prevention Act 1; Fraud 3; Harassment/Criminal 
Harassment 0; Impaired Operation of Motor Vehicle 0; Information File 5; Lost 
or Found property 2; Mental Health Act 1; Mischief or Damage 6; Missing 
Person/Request to Locate 0; Municipal Bylaws 0; Noise Complaints 0; 
Obstruct/Resist Peace Officer 0; Possess Stolen Property 0; Recovered Stolen 
Property 0; Sudden Death 1; Theft Complaints 3; Traffic Collisions 7; Traffic 
Complaints 11; Trespassing 2; Uninsured/Unregistered Vehicle 1; Unlawfully 
in Dwelling 1; Uttering Threats Against Person 2; AND Wellbeing Checks 4.

Edson RCMP Occurrences
 For the week of: Dec 16 to Dec 22, 2024
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Sand & Gravel Sales/Hauling
Quality Work

Serving Edson & District Since 1974

Sand & Gravel Sales/Hauling
Kid’s Corner is sponsored by:Kid’s Corner is sponsored by:

Meet Dazlyn in Grade 6 at Vanier 
Community Catholic School.

Q: What is your favorite holiday? 
A: Christmas.
Q: What is your favorite food?
A: Sushi.
Q: What pets do you have? 
A: 3 dogs - Tucker, Duke, and 
Thunder; and 2 cats - Daisy & Flynn.
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Although U.S. 
President 
Donald Trump 
announced a 30-
day pause on 
tariffs on 
Canadian goods, the lingering threat 
still impacts Canada's small towns 
the most.

Canada's top exports to the U.S. are 
natural resources such as oil, natural 
gas, and critical minerals, which are 
mainly produced in rural regions.

Almost all of our oilsands 
production ends up at American 
refineries. The same goes for many 
towns whose mining, agricultural 
products, and livestock end up in the 
U.S.

These looming threats hinder 
corporate investment, rural job 
stability, and any hope for economic 
growth in the impacted regions.

Trump's tariffs are also likely to 
increase U.S. foreign takeovers of 
Canadian companies as our dollar is 
weakened. Something we've allowed 
too much of already.

We need to move beyond the 
mindset of being peddlers of raw 
materials and start investing more in 
processing and manufacturing. This 
would give rural communities great 
economic diversity and stability. 
Canada could then sell these value-
added products on the global market 
ourselves. 

Why are we leaving money on the 
table for someone else? India's 
growing manufacturing know-how 
has increased its economic stability 
from its previous boom and bust 
resource based economy.

The U.S. has recently shown itself 
to be an unreliable trade partner. Free 
trade is dead without mutual respect, 
and we must not allow Canada to be 
reshaped according to U.S. terms 
—especially now, as they realize 
their tariff threats yield the desired 
results.

This should be a wake-up call for 
Canada to diversify our trade 
partnerships and also address 
interprovincial trade barriers to help 
unify our economy.

As a limited resource, Canadian 
energy should maximize benefits for 
Canadians, not sold on the cheap to 
our only buyer. 

Hopefully, this is also a wake-up 
call for an Energy East corridor, on 
Canadian soil, so we can freely sell 
our energy to a wider global market, 
at a decent price.

Premier Danielle Smith issued 
the following statement upon the 
announcement of a 30-day pause 
on tariffs on Canadian goods: 

“I am greatly heartened to see that 
U.S. President Donald Trump and the 
Government of Canada have agreed 
to a plan to crack down on fentanyl 
trafficking and other illegal activities 
at our shared border.

“The 
appointment of a 
Canadian 
fentanyl czar 
with authority to 
coordinate a 

massive joint effort with the United 
States to target fentanyl traffickers is 
something Alberta has been calling 
for since it became clear in our 
discussions with U.S. elected 
representatives and administration 
officials that this would be a critical 
part of reaching a deal to avoid 
tariffs.

“Diplomacy has won the day. Let 
us ensure that continues, as we 
know there is much more work 
ahead of us.

“I once again call on our federal 
government officials and my fellow 
premiers to de-escalate rhetoric, 
abandon any non-tariff measures for 
the time being, and turn our efforts 
entirely to advocacy and good-faith 
negotiation. There are so many win-
win solutions on trade and security 
between our two nations. Let us turn 
this crisis into an opportunity to find 
them for the benefit of Canadians 
and Americans.

“To this end, I am preparing to 
return to Washington, D.C. next 
week with my fellow premiers to 
continue our diplomatic efforts and 
will again return to D.C. later in the 
month to attend the National 
Governors' Association conference.”

Lisa Baiton, Canadian 
Association of Petroleum 
Producers (CAPP) President and 
CEO stated, “CAPP is pleased the 
tariffs on Canadian energy and all 
Canadian products will be paused to 
allow for further negotiations with 
the United States. Our integrated 
energy infrastructure delivers the 
reliable, affordable and secure 
energy Americans and Canadians 
need every, single, day.

"Combined, Canada and the U.S. 
produce about 30 percent of the 
world's natural gas and about 25 
percent of the world's oil. If we 
continue to stick together, the 
United States and Canada could be 
the most dominant energy 
superpower on the planet.

"Instead of tariffs, we should be 
working together to expand our 
energy trade and grow oil and gas 
production from both countries with 
the goal of exporting more Canadian 
and American energy to our global 
allies. More exports from us means 
our allies are using less oil and less 
natural gas from non-allied countries 
like Russia, Iran, and Saudi Arabia.

"Working together on expanding 
energy production and trade means 
everybody wins. It means continued 
access to reliable and affordable 
energy for Canadians and Americans 
and a stronger, more secure, North 
American economy.”

Response to U.S. tariff pause
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Please rememberPlease remember
to shop localto shop local
this holidaythis holiday

season.season.

Please remember
to shop local
this holiday

season.

THANK-YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Please note, there will be no issue for Dec 30, 2024
due to our staff holiday break. We'll be back to our 

weekly schedule with our January 6 issue.  

FROM THE WEEKLY ANCHOR

Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas
and a and a 

HAPPY NEW YEARHAPPY NEW YEAR

Merry Christmas
and a 

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Office will be closed Dec 23 reopening Dec 30 (closed New Years Day).  
*We will be checking emails and messages
email: anchorwk@telusplanet.net  780-723-5787

THANK-YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Edson Funeral Home
Foothills Memorial ChapelFoothills Memorial Chapel

and Crematoriumand Crematorium
Foothills Memorial Chapel

and Crematorium

Traditional Funeral Services, 
Graveside Services,

Cemetery Monuments, 
Prearrangement Plans

and Cremation Options with a 
Crematorium on Site in Edson.

Taking care of your family
in your time of need for over 40 years.

Serving Edson, Hinton, Jasper, Grande Cache,Whitecourt and the surrounding areas

Ph: 780.723.3575   Toll Free: 800.238.3462
www.foothillsmemorialchapel.com 

5040—6 Ave., Edson, AB T7E 1T8 (P.O. Box 6358) - Fax:780.723.2021

Edson Funeral Home; Foothills Memorial Chapel and Crematorium
are a caring Division of the Caring Group Corp.

*A member of the Alberta Funeral Association; Funeral Service Association of Canada

Respectfully honouring your Traditions

EVENT REMINDER

January 25:
Gospel Jam for January. Admission is free. 

Niton Community Hall 1-4pm
Call Jill for more info 780-795-3961

Tower 1a (Base Price) Pages 1,4,5,8,9,12,13,16

+GST

Newspaper Subscriptions

51 issues of
The Weekly 
Anchor
Newspaper 
mailed to your
address!

$54
annual
subscription

Call us
Monday to Friday 

9am to Noon
780-723-5787

or email:
anchorwk@telusplanet.net

*Subscription price for
Edson and Yellowhead County addresses.

Please contact us for pricing outside the area.
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Zits Cartoon goes here

Joke 
of the 
Week

 Our goal with this  page is to help parents offer a weekly alternative to video screens by 

providing some amusing reading that can help promote early childhood literacy.  Sitting and 

reading with younger children is a great way for families to spend some quality time. (And for 

us adults, hey, who doesn’t like a good comic) ...enjoy!

Q: What did the lawyer name is baby girl?

 A: Sue.

TIGER
CARTOONS

Dennis the Menace

ONLY
TEN
TRY
TOGETHER
KIND
MYSELF
PICK

WORD
SEARCH
FUN!

CLEAN
SEVEN
BRING
OWN
EIGHT
WARM
MUCH

Comics & Fun
he Weekly ANCHORT a page for Kids and Kids at hearta page for Kids and Kids at hearta page for Kids and Kids at heart

Kindergarten Class Mary Bergeron Elementary

dana

Check out
our new

mobile-friendly
website at:

www.weeklyanchor.com

Check out
our new

mobile-friendly
website at:

www.weeklyanchor.com

Check out
our new
mobile
friendly
website

at
www.
weekly
anchor
.com

THE WEEKLY ANCHOR

OBITUARIES

ADD FireSmart Community Series (5x7) Remove 
JAN 21 & 23
ADD Leg Comms Job (5x7)
ADD Development Permit (5x5)
ADD Bridge File Tender BF 07552 (5x5)
ADD Bridge File Tender BF71009 (5x5)

Photos by Dawn Olsvik
img 7283

Wendy Williams, President of Royal Canadian Legion Joe Wynn Branch 51, 
recited the act of remembrance at Edson's service on November 11, 2021. First 
VP and MC for the day, Bobbi Foulds, on the right

The
Weekly
Anchor

780-723-5787   5040 3rd Ave, Edson
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Visas, and more

PASSPORT PHOTOS
WALK-IN
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    ADD Firearms Safety (5x5)
    ADD Working Well (5x5)
    ADD Caregiver & Alzheimer (5x5)
    ADD Compassion Connection (5x5)
    ADD Winter Run Club (5x5)
    ADD Equipment Registration (5x5)

 Alzheimers and Compassionate Caregiver 
ads on page 1 for the two attached Road 
Tender ads.
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West Yellowhead MLA 
Martin Long

Gerald Soroka
MP Yellowhead

WEEKLY ANCHOR and all CANADIAN MEDIA ARE BLOCKED BY META

Find us online at www.weeklyanchor.com
or visit us on X: Twitter @weeklyanchor
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Gerald Soroka
MP Yellowhead

Event Reminder

by Deanna Mitchener

Views & News

Event
Reminders

September 13:

Braedon's voice 
National Suicide 
Awareness week 
Centennial Park 

7:00pm-11:00pm. 
Indigeneous 

Performances.

September 14: 

Suicide 
Awareness Walk 
7:00pm-10:00pm 
Centennial park 

with Live 
performances. 

Support the local businesses

that keep your community and 

its newspaper thriving. 

Local 
Journalism
Matters....

Meta's Social
Media has blocked your
access to all
Canadian News. Turn 
to your trusted local 
newspaper.

www.weeklyanchor.com

by Deanna Mitchener

Views & News

by Deanna Mitchener

Views & News

by Deanna Mitchener

Views & News

If you got to spend the day as an animal, what animal 
would it be? What would you do? I would be a fox, it is 
my favorite animal. I would spend the day running in 
the countryside!
Name: Molly
Grade: 3
Age: 8

Travel Log: 

November 23
Pinedale Hall Annual Christmas Bazaar/Market. 15229 

Township Rd 543. Contact Cindy Wood 780-712-9139 to 
book a table.

by Deanna Mitchener

Views & News

Weekly Anchor
pick-up locations: 
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Ÿ Edson, Your Independent Grocer (inside)

Ÿ Edson, Parkland Lodge (inside)

Ÿ Wildwood Post Office (outside box)

Ÿ Evansburg Post office (outside box)

Ÿ Evansburg Super A Foods (inside)

Ÿ  (Peers and Niton pick-up locations will be added in the 
event of a prolonged post office labour disruption.)

Weekly Anchor Newspaper

VISIT OUR FREE E-EDITION
(Digital version identical

to our print version)

www.weeklyanchor.com

Current Flip issue
or downloadable PDF 

Years of back issues available!
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Note: The views, opinions, and positions 
expressed in the column are the author's 
alone. They do not inherently or 
expressly reflect the views, opinions 
and/or positions of The Weekly Anchor, 
its staff, or Troy Media.

Note: The views, opinions, and positions 
expressed in the column are the author's 
alone. They do not inherently or expressly 
reflect the views, opinions and/or positions 
of The Weekly Anchor, its staff, or Troy 
Media.

 © Troy Media

 © Troy Media

Guest Editorial/Comment

Meta's Social
Media has blocked your
access to all
Canadian News. Turn 
to your trusted local 
newspaper.

www.weeklyanchor.com

January 11: Community Resource Fair. 11am-2pm 
at The Royal Canadian Legion. Discover new 

programs and support in Edson. 

Newspaper Subscriptions

51 issues of
The Weekly Anchor
Newspaper mailed

to your home address!

$54 annual
subscription +GST

Call us Monday to Friday 9am to Noon
780-723-5787

or email: anchorwk@telusplanet.net

*Subscription price for Edson and Yellowhead County addresses. Please contact us for pricing outside the area.

Help support local jounalism

Newspaper Subscriptions
51 issues of

The Weekly Anchor
Newspaper mailed

to your home address!

$54 annual subscription +GST

Call us Monday to Friday 9am to Noon
780-723-5787

or email: anchorwk@telusplanet.net

*Subscription price for Edson and Yellowhead County addresses. Please contact us for pricing outside the area.

Help support local journalism

by Shaylyn Thornton

The Nova Theatre in Edson celebrated their 70th Anniversary on February 

1, and invited the community to join in. The theatre marked the milestone with 

a 10am showing of Mufasa: The Lion King, followed by a tour of the theatre 

for those interested in learning about what goes on behind the scenes.

Guests could take part in contests such as guessing how much candy was in 

a jar and how many feet of film was in another, and the event featured great 

décor such as a display of the theatre's uniforms over the years and a poster 

that guests could sign. One of the messages on the poster read, “The place to 

be always! Lucky to have a great theatre.”

After watching the movie, kids were treated to goody bags and cookies. 

The goody bags included movie posters, a pair of Transformers sunglasses 

with a case, gummy worms, a Hunger Games keychain, a piece of a theatre 

screen, and a piece of film from a reel. 

After receiving their treats, guests split up into tour groups led by Theatre 

Manager Sandy Moore and Assistant Manager Terry Simms Abu Al-Soud. 

Sandy, who has been with the Nova Theatre for 35 years, brought tour 

groups upstairs and showed the projector, which contains seven different types 

of computers. 

A full-time projection person used to be required to operate the projector 

and keep the film going. “He'd come up here and that's the last time we'd see 

him for the night,” Sandy said. 

The process is a lot more automated now, and a lot easier to fix than it was 

a few decades ago. “We can't splice film or kick [the projector] anymore,” 

joked Sandy, adding that when issues arise now, techs can plug into the 

machine remotely and fix it. “Luckily, it's been very reliable,” she said.

Terry took groups behind the theatre's screen and into the basement, which 

she said is home to the theatre's ghost, Frank. With no movie playing, kids 

thought it was cool that they could see behind the transparent screen, thanks to 

the unique fabric the screen is made of. 

Sandy provided some additional theatre history and information to the 

Weekly Anchor, such as the fact that Edson actually had three theatres at one 

time. The Edson Theatre opened in 1938 and closed in the mid-60s, while the 

Glenwood Drive-In opened in 1952 but burned down on August 30, 1976.

The Nova Theatre opened February 1, 1955, and was owned by the Fowler 

family until 1976 when Landmark Cinemas purchased the theatre. “Our 

association with Landmark continues to this day,” said Sandy.

Some of the first films played at the Nova Theatre after its opening 

included Gilbert & Sullivan, The Diamond Queen, Ma and Pa Kettle Back on 

the Farm, Green Fire, Law and Order, and Kiss Me Deadly.

Stop by the Nova Theatre if you'd like some great popcorn, or if you want 

to catch a show, and be sure to wish them a Happy 70th.

Nova Theatre celebrates
70th Anniversary

A group of Sparks (Girl Guides) enjoyed the Nova Theatre's 70th Anniversary 
celebration, which included a movie and tour. Here, they posed for a photo in front of 
the theatre screen. photo Shaylyn Thornton 

At the Nova Theatre's 70th Anniversary celebration, Manager Sandy Moore brought 
tour groups upstairs, where they could check out and learn about the theatre's 
projector. photo Shaylyn Thornton

Nova Theatre staff members handed out goody bags and cookies to kiddos during 
their 70th Anniversary celebration. photo Shaylyn Thornton 
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The views, opinions and positions expressed here 
are the author's alone. They do not inherently or 
expressly reflect the views, opinions and/or 
positions of The Weekly Anchor, it's advertisers, 
or Troy Media.

The
Weekly
Anchor

780-723-5787

PASSPORT 
PHOTOS 
& MORE

5010
3rd Ave,
Edson

Mon to Thurs
9am to noon

Letter to the Editor
EVENT REMINDER

October 19:

Edson Orcas Swim Club Annual Bottle 
Drive, Time: 11:00 am - 2:00 pm, 

Location: Town of Edson (drop off 
location Kinsmen Park)

Mexicon Tenazcal
Hut in San Carlos Mexico. Fire 
burning to heat lava rocks for 
ceremony. 
Photo by 
Deanna Mitchener 

 Grade five and six students from the Wildwood School got to take part in an Ice 
Fishing Trip on Chip Lake recently. All of the kids got to try fishing and for some it was 
their first time. A special thanks going out to Darrell Hunter, Keaten Hunter, Adam 
Nero, Lee Hicks, and Willem Swinkels for setting everything up along with the use of 
the fishing gear.    photo submitted Deanna Mitchener

by Deanna Mitchener

Views & News

by Deanna Mitchener 

The San Carlos Rotary is a 
collection of 36 members who are 
Mexican, American, and Canadian.

About half the members live year 
round in San Carlos with the other 
members returning to the US or 
Canada for the warmer months of 
the year.  

David Garvie, president of the 
club, said, “Rotarians may only be 
members in one home club, but are 
welcome to visit clubs anywhere in 
the world.”

“Our primary focus here in San 
Carlos is on local public education. 
We have been instrumental in 
building, maintaining, and 
improving the three public schools 
in San Carlos. Prior to the 1980s 
there were no formal schools here. 
It was the Rotary Club that started 
working with the local government 
to begin the process of building 
schools to serve the community,” 
said Garvie. 

“Children are required by law to 
attend school until the end of what 
we would consider to be their grade 
nine year. The first nine years are 
publicly funded. Public funds go 
towards teachers, some 
infrastructure, and some materials," 
Garvie said.

"In San Carlos, the Rotary Club 
has been helping each of the 
schools in the innumerable areas 
where government funding does 
not exist. This can be very 
complicated and the experience and 
perseverance of the Rotarians 
working closely with the teachers 
and parents has resulted in the San 
Carlos schools developing into very 
good learning communities, in an 
area that is not well off financially," 
said Garvie.

“Grade 10 to 12 are offered in 
Guaymas, which is 10 miles away.  
High schools are private and so a 
tuition fee is required. For students 
to continue they need to find the 
necessary tuition plus other 
supporting resources to continue 
their education," Garvie explained. 

"The San Carlos Rotary has been 
offering a scholarship program for 
excellent students who are unable 
to qualify or find means to support 
their continued education. As of 
today, we are funding about 45 
high school students from San 
Carlos and also from the nearby 
villages of Santa Clara and San 
Jose," said Garvie.

  "Our scholarship program is 

From schools to seniors
homes San Carlos

Rotary lends a hand

supervised by a local teacher who 
tracks the funding, the academic 
progress, and the family supports 
required for each student. The 
graduation rate for the Rotary 
students is 100% because of the 
students' efforts and the 
supervision.  We have also been 
sponsoring more university 
students and technical students who 
also complete their program,” 
Garvie said.

“We operate several fundraising 
activities that support our work. 
Cow Plop Bingo that happens in 
January, Fiesta de Mardi Gras in 
February, and Fiesta de Carne 
Asada in March. We are beginning 
an online lottery that will run year-
round and support scholarships. We 
also receive donations from various 
sources,” said Garvie.

“Because we are a Rotary Clubs, 
this has resulted in our partnering 
with other clubs over the years to 
work on many projects. In 2012 
San Carlos Primary School Soccer 
Field was built with two Arizona 
Clubs using artificial turf, costing 
$25,000,” Garvie said.

In 2024, Ancla de Amor 
Orphanage playground was built 
working with six California clubs 
(costing $70.000). 2020 to 2023 El 
Cobijo Seniors Home in San Jose 
had major repairs following a 
hurricane ($170,000). "The original 
building was built by San Carlos 
and Guaymas Rotary about 30 
years ago. They were not able to do 
repairs and the facility was about to 
be closed putting all the residents 
onto the street. All of the residents 
are 70 years and older without 
family or any other support," 
Garvie explained.

Last year a boat sinking to form 
an artificial reef was carried out, 
another ship was sunk just outside 
San Carlos. This project creates 
ecosystems for a variety of ocean 
species. This was done at a cost of 
around $275,000. Rotary 
International Chicago and Pueblo 
Rotary were the primary sponsors 
of this event with Guaymas and 
San Carlos hosting the event.  
"Hosting meant hosting about 60 
dignitaries from various locations 
from across North, Central, and 
South America,” said Garvie. 

It was fascinating to see all the 
good Rotarians are doing here in 
Mexico. Just like our Rotary Club 
in Edson, it's good people 
volunteering to help out wherever 
they can. If you are looking to join 
an organization, the Rotary Club 
would love to have you.

Wildwood School Ice Fishing Trip

by Niki Luymes

The Red Brick Museum is 
beginning the new year with the 
return of their 10x10 art 
competition. The competition is 
open for three age categories; 6-12, 
13-17, and 18+.

Submissions were open on 
January 20, and will close on 
February 21. All pieces entered will 
be on display at the Red Brick 
gallery from February 24 to March 
21.  

This year's theme is 'Winter in 
Alberta' and submitted art can be in 
any medium. This includes the 
classics like paintings and sketches, 
but also other unique mediums 
such as collages or sculpting. 

The only standard for the art is 
that it be 10'' by 10'' in size, be able 
to hang on a wall, and fits this 
year's selected theme. There is a $5 
entry fee for each art piece.  

"The contest's goal is to get the 
local artists to come out and 
showcase their talent. We keep our 
registration fees low to encourage 
everyone to participate," said 

Kirsty Maskowitz, Museum 
Coordinator.  

Last year the Red Brick received 
32 entries which all varied in style, 
but all fit that year's theme of 
'Springtime'.  

This marks the second year since 
the contest's inception. As of January 
29, the Red Brick had received 11 
entries. "We have three local 
volunteers come in and judge the 
entries.  There is one winner for each 
age category. The winners receive a 
cash prize. Registration fees cover 
the prizes, so the prize amount 
depends on the number of entries," 
explained Maskowitz.  

"This competition encourages local 
artists to participate in a community 
event to gain exposure for their work 
and allows them to interact with 
other artists," said Maskowitz. 

All entries must be registered and 
delivered before the Feb 21, 
deadline. The Red Brick also has 10'' 
by 10'' canvases available for sale for 
those who require them. 

If you with to submit an art piece, 
the Red Brick is open from 9 am to 
4:30 pm Monday to Friday. 

Return of the 10x10 Art
Competition at Red Brick 

by Shaylyn Thornton

The January 28 Yellowhead 
County Council meeting included a 
Community Services update from 
General Manager of Community 
Services Crystal McNernie. The 
update was based largely on 
November and December of 2024.

Community Services 
encompasses several departments 
at Yellowhead County, including 
Agriculture Services, Family and 
Community Support Services 
(FCSS), Heritage & Cemeteries, 
and Parks & Recreation.

In Agriculture Services, the 
County provided an Agricultural 
Service Board orientation in 
November for both new and 
standing members of the board. “It 
was a great learning opportunity for 
everybody,” said McNernie.

McNernie said that another update 
involved the Provincial Grant 
application for the five-year 
funding cycle, which Ag Services 
Supervisor Jennifer Benson has 
been working on over the past 
couple of months. 

“The province has changed the 
reporting requirements for that 
grant. It's a lot more comprehensive 
than it used to be,” said McNernie. 
“Really, they're looking for greater 
accountability from municipalities 
in terms of how they're meeting 
their responsibilities as it relates to 
the Weed Control Act and the Pest 
Control Act.”

At the ASB Regional Conference 
at the end of October, the County-
supported Drought and Livestock 
Agri-Stability Resolution passed 
unanimously. The resolution looks 
to re-evaluate and improve several 
aspects of AgriStability with the 
aim of providing a broader level of 
drought support for Canada's 
agricultural sector.

The resolution then went before 
the Provincial Assembly in January, 
where it was also carried. “It had 
89% support from the 
membership,” said McNernie. 
“That was good news, to see that it 
was supported.”

Ag Services also took part in a 
meeting on November 14, 2024, 
that included the Assistant Deputy 
of Agriculture. The meeting 
discussed wild boar control, new 
trapping methods, and Bill 293 (the 
Pandemic Prevention and 

Preparedness Act). The meeting was 
attended by 180 fieldman, 
assistants, and ASB staff.

Other updates from Ag Services 
included community outreach like 
their birdhouse workshops 
(focusing on chickadee, owl, and 
tree swallow houses), assisting 
Parks & Rec with outdoor ice 
creation and maintenance, and 
assisting Heritage with the 
construction of a headstone lifter 
and grave marker storage box.

FCSS updates included ongoing 
programming in schools, after-
school activities, and community 
outreach, as well as the hiring of a 
Home Support position in the 
Edson-Central area. Programs 
include Fall Fun Days, the Good 
Neighbour Snow Shoveling 
Program, and the “Start Strong” 
Healthy Relationship program. Start 
Strong is ongoing in Entwistle and 
Grand Trunk Jr. High, “with 
positive outcomes in self-awareness 
and emotional expression.”

FCSS also approved grants for 
Lobstick Successful Kids and 
Families ($2,630), the Brule 
Community Association ($3,740), 
and the Fulham Community After 
School Care Program ($2,000).

“One of the biggest areas of focus 
for both Administration and the 
FCSS board over the last couple of 
months has been the development 
of the FCSS business plan,” said 
McNernie. “That's been taking up a 
lot of time and we've been looking 
at really prioritizing or identifying 
what those priority areas are for 
FCSS. Moving forward, that 
process continues, and we will be 
looking at presenting back to 
Council in the spring with the 
outcomes of that report.” 

“With Heritage & Cemeteries, the 
two big accomplishments related to 
cemeteries was the purchase and 
installation of the new columbarium 
for the Evansburg Cemetery… and 
also the selection of our cemetery-
management software,” said 
McNernie. “That software will 
allow for better record keeping, plot 
management, and burial tracking. 
Just another tool for Administration 
to use to better manage the 
Evansburg Cemetery.” McNernie 
noted that the software could 
expand to include another six to 
eight additional cemeteries, but that 
the focus for now is on getting 
Evansburg set up.

Other updates for Heritage & 
Cemeteries included acting as a 
liaison for the donation of a WW1-
era kilt to the Northern Rockies 
Museum, and the organization of a 
collaboration tour with Parks & 
Recreation to explore potential 
partnerships for the two 
departments.

For Parks & Recreation, 
McNernie said that November and 
December “is really spent focusing 
on getting our outdoor rinks ready.” 
“For the most part, by Christmas all 
of our rinks were open and 

accessible to the public,” she said. 
“The Bear Lake Skating Loop did 
open in January so we didn't quite 
get that one ready for the end of the 
year, but it is open and all of our 
rinks are currently operational.”

Other updates included Fall Break 
Camps, Yoga and Pilates classes, 
cross-country ski and snowshoe 
rentals, and the YCE Multiplex.

The Community Services 
Highlights for November and 
December 2024 were accepted 
unanimously by Council as 
information.

County Council receives end-of-2024 Community Services update
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EVENT REMINDERS
June1: Firesmart Preparedness Day 11am-

th th2pm  Rotary Skate Park (54  street 5  ave) 
Join for a free BBQ and learn how to 
firesmart your property.
June8: Drostan Community Hall Garage 
Sale. 9am-3pm(54415 Rge Rd 161)
June22: Eddies Big Run. Register Now at 
edson.ca or running room.com or in person at 
Edson District Leisure centre. 1021 49 st 
Edson.

·         ADD Awesome Adventure Camps (5x10)

·         ADD Adventure Play Camps (5x10)

·         ADD Crack Sealing of Local Roads (5x5)

30

Move Brain Link to Top Left on page 1

REVISED Heritage Tour on page 5X7

Move REVISED  Grizzly fRI to page 4 Bottom

Move Crack Sealing on page 4 to bottom

Move both Camps on page 4 to top   
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(RCMP release) Evansburg, Alta. – On Jan. 23, 
2025, Evansburg RCMP responded to a report 
where suspected stolen property was being sold 
online, but was believed to be stored in the area of 
Evansburg.

Through the course of the investigation, RCMP 
were granted a search warrant on a rural property 
in the area of Range Road 75 and Township Road 
542, where the stolen property, a heavy RotoTilk 
Bucket for a back hoe that had been stolen from 
the area of Parkland County was recovered.

RCMP would like to encourage community 
members to keep track of your own VIN's and 
serial numbers at home; should for some reason 
your property be stolen from you, the RCMP will 
upload your VIN/Serial number to the Canadian 
Police Information Centre (CPIC), so that any 
police across Canada, who happens upon your 
property, would be notified that it is stolen upon 
running the same VIN/serial number.

The public also has access to online tools where 
if you are purchasing items with a VIN or serial 
number, you can check to make sure it is or is not 
stolen.  

To run a VIN to ensure it is not stolen, go to: 
https://www.cpic-cipc.ca/sve-rve-eng.htm 

To run a serial number to ensure it is not stolen, 
go to: https://www.cpic-cipc.ca/spt-rpt-eng.htm 

This investigation is still ongoing and RCMP 
would like to extend gratitude to community 
members for their assistance thus far.  

The Evansburg RCMP is seeking the public's 
assistance with any reports of stolen property or 
sightings of stolen property in the area. Anyone 
with information in relation this crimes in the area, 
are asked to please contact the Evansburg RCMP 
at 780-727-4446 or your local police.  If you wish 
to remain anonymous, you can contact Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8377 (TIPS), online at 
www.P3Tips.com or by using the “P3 Tips” app 
available through the Apple App or Google Play 
Store.

Evansburg RCMP
recover stolen property

You Are What You Eat School Spirit Day at Mary Bergeron School on January 30, had students and teachers 
dressing up, as something they eat.   photos submitted by Deanna Mitchener
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January 21: World Snow Day. Join us 
at Bear Lake Park for afternoon fun 
Setzers Sleigh Rides, Campfires, Cross 
Country Skiing and Snowshoeing. 
1pm-3pm.

 January 9, 2024

EVENT REMINDER

March 8, April 12: Join Trail Hall for potluck 
suppers for more information call 780-728-5641.

Gerald Soroka
MP Yellowhead

by Deanna Mitchener

Views & News

Obituaries

by Deanna Mitchener

The Canadian Adult Education 
Credential (CAEC) high school 
equivalency assessment is for adults 
who do not have a high school 
diploma or need an education 
credential to open new doors to 
educational, training, or 
employment opportunities.

“Pearson View, who administered 
the GED exam in Canada, stopped 
supporting the GED here, in May of 
2024. It was then replaced by the 
CAEC exam. The CAEC was 
developed by Alberta Education and 
national partners and is a made in 
Canada replacement for the GED,” 
says Clare Hemsley, who is an 
Adult Learning Assistant with 
Edson and District Community 
Learning. 

“Like the GED, there are five 
different subject areas that you must 
pass: English Reading, English 
Writing, Social Studies, Science, 
and Math. Each of the five subject 
areas has its own exam. This exam 
can also be taken in French," 
Hemsley says.

"If you have taken and passed 
some of the exams under the GED 
system, they will continue to count 
towards your CAEC qualification 
and you do not need to repeat those 
exams up until May 2027,” explains 

(GYPSD) Evansview School works 
to develop community within the 
school so everyone feels welcomed, 
cared for, respected and safe. They 
believe that students are able to 
achieve and succeed at higher 
levels when they feel these 
emotions within their school. 
Building community is one of the 
goals in their School Continuous 
Improvement Plan. So how do they 
do this?

Evansview School students learn 
about the importance of helping 
each other by ”filling someone's 
bucket” - an idea written in a story 
for kids.

Students receive a recognition 
ticket for their efforts and then put 
it into the Big Bucket in the office. 
Principal Randall makes random 
draws and when a student's name is 
called, they are invited to the office 
for a special treat or prize. Once the 
Big Bucket is filled to the top, all 
the students receive a special treat 
or surprise! Whose bucket will 
YOU fill today?

Evansview students were invited to wear their favorite jersey on January 10, and then after their weekly, 'Friday Picnic' in the 
gym, everyone was invited to a surprise celebration with an outdoor dance party with popcorn and juice.

Evansview Students Build Community One Kindness at a Time
Good New Story:

Looking to gain your
High School Diploma?

Hemsley.

CAEC is not necessarily designed 
for individuals who wish to go on to 
further education. "University and 
college courses can require specific 
high school courses and you'll need 
to contact the institution directly to 
find which courses you require for 
admittance to a program,” says 
Hemsley.

“If you did not gain enough 
credits to receive a high school 
diploma and you want to take the 
CAEC, you can, if you are 18 or 
over and have been out of school for 
10 consecutive months. You must 
also have an Alberta student 
number. 

You can take the CAEC exams in 
Edson. They cost $60 each and must 
be booked and paid for online. The 
tests are computer based and can be 
taken at Edson and District 
Community Learning Society in the 
Provincial Building. For more 
information you can call the office 
at 780-723-6247.

You can retake tests in the next 
calendar month to a maximum of 
three times in a calendar year.

"We offer tutoring to individuals 
to  help them reach their goals. We 
usually charge a $25 registration 
fee, however, this may be waived 
depending on the student's 
situation,” says Clare Hemsley. 

(RCMP release) Evansburg, Alta. 
– On Feb. 2, 2025, Evansburg 
RCMP responded to a third-party 
report where it was believed an adult 
victim had been kidnapped at 
gunpoint in the area of Highway 
16A and Range Road 81 in 
Evansburg.

Acting on this reported 
information, RCMP deployed 
significant resources, including 
dozens of members from Evansburg 
RCMP, Edson RCMP Traffic Unit, 
Edson RCMP, Whitecourt RCMP, 
Mayerthorpe RCMP, Parkland 
RCMP, Drayton Valley RCMP, 
Hinton RCMP, Barrhead RCMP, 
Saddle Lake RCMP, Real Time 
Operation Centre, RCMP Air 
Services, Alberta's Remotely Piloted 
Aircraft Systems (RPAS), Major 
Crimes Unit, Emergency Response 
Team, and the Federal Serious & 
Organized Crime Unit. 

RCMP located the vehicle and 
attempted a traffic stop, but the 
driver fled at an extremely high rate 
of speed, especially considering the 
road conditions; due to the perceived 
danger to the victim, a pursuit was 
initiated.  RCMP were able to make 
contact with the vehicle, resulting in 
the driver fleeing on foot; the victim 
was secured safely with RCMP 
members.

RPAS and members began 
attempts at locating the suspect in a 

rural residential area, north of Range 
Road 150.  The suspect was located 
running behind a shed and the 
suspect attempted to break into a 
residence but was confronted by the 
homeowner, containment was 
initiated and shortly after, the 
suspect came out of the forest in 
surrender.

Jeffery Joseph Fendelet (50), a 
resident of Onoway, Alta., was 
charged with flight from police, 
dangerous operation of a motor 
vehicle, resist/obstruct a police 
officer, mischief under $5000, break 
and enter to a residence and forcible 
confinement.

Fendelet was brought before a 
Justice of the Peace, where he was 
remanded with a court date of Feb. 
5, 2025, at the Alberta Court of 
Justice in Stoney Plain, Alta.

This investigation is still ongoing 
and RCMP would like to extend 
gratitude to community members for 
their assistance thus far.  

The Evansburg RCMP is seeking 
the public's assistance with any 
information regarding the incident 
and any dashcam footage if 
available. Anyone with information 
in relation to this incident is asked to 
please contact the Evansburg RCMP 
at 780-727-4446 or your local 
police.  If you wish to remain 
anonymous, you can contact Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8377 (TIPS), 
online at  www.P3Tips.com

Crime Stoppers recently 
announced their new Rural Sign 
Campaign. 

As community partners, Crime 
Stoppers, are a valuable part of 
ensuring the safety of Albertans. 
They work with the Alberta RCMP 
helping to report crimes that are 
occurring in communities across 
the province. 

When people may wish to remain 
anonymous, they can report crimes 
they witness to Alberta Crime 
Stoppers knowing that their 
personal information will be kept 
confidential, but that law 
enforcement will be informed.

The anonymous tips received 
from Crime Stoppers allows the 
Alberta RCMP to investigate 
incidents they would otherwise not 
know about. In 2024, tips from 
Crime Stoppers help lead to 
hundreds of charges being laid and 
millions of dollars' worth of 
property being recovered.

The new campaign aims to bring 
smaller communities together, raise 
awareness of Crime Stoppers and 
encourage citizens to get involved 
in their community. The campaign 
emphasizes that anyone can be a 
Crime Stopper, with the goal to 
make Alberta a safe place to live, 
work and play. 

Crime Stoppers rural
sign campaign launched 

Crime Stoppers will work with 
the rural jurisdictions and 
indigenous communities to place 
signs in high traffic locations 
informing the public of how to 
contact Crime Stoppers. 

“Ensuring the safety and building 
trust in the communities across 
Alberta is our top priority,” says 
Chief Superintendent Peter Tewfik, 
RCMP Community Safety and 
Well-being Branch. “We are proud 
to work with Crime Stoppers and 
appreciate all of the work that they 
do in bringing communities 
together and helping keep their 
fellow Albertans safe.” 

"This initiative builds on the 
proud legacy of Crime Stoppers in 
Alberta... Programs like this 
empower residents to take an 
active role in crime prevention, 
ensuring that what you see, what 
you hear and what you know is 
shared through anonymous tips. 
This information helps our police 
partners solve crime, keeping our 
communities safe," says Alberta 
Crime Stoppers chair Mark Holik.

 For more information about 
Crime Stoppers, the programs they 
offer, and how to become a crime 
stopper community, please visit 
www.crimestoppers.ab.ca/.

Evansburg RCMP lay
charges on male after
reported kidnapping
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Q: What are the strongest days 
of the week? 

A: Saturday and Sunday, the 
rest are weakdays!

Q: How do you keep an 
astronaut's baby from crying? 

A: You Rocket!

November 4: 

CWL Bazaar 11am-3pm in the basement of the Catholic 
Church in Edson.
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Why don’t cats like online shopping?
They prefer a cat-alogue! �
What do you call a tiger that drinks 
lemonade?
A sour puss! ��
What do you call a cow with no legs?
Ground beef! ��
What is a cat’s favorite song?
Three Blind Mice! ��
How do you get a squirrel’s attention?
Act like a nut! �
What do you call birds falling in love?

Tweet hearts! �❤
What do you write in a rabbit’s birthday 
card?
Hoppy birthday! ��
What do you call a cold dog?

A chili dog! �❄
What do you call a lazy baby kangaroo?
A pouch potato! ��
What do you call an alligator wearing a 
vest?
An investi-gator!
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Tiger                                                                             Bud Blake

Q: Why are ghosts bad liars? 
A: Because you can see right through 

them.

Q: Why was the picture sent to jail? 
A: Because it was framed!

Jokes for Kids

The Weekly
Anchor

5010 3rd Avenue, Edson

780-723-5787

PASSPORT 
PHOTOS
FIREARM
PHOTOS
& MORE

Mon to Thurs
9am to noon

by Deanna Mitchener

Views & News

Support the local businesses
that keep your community and 

its newspaper thriving. 

Local Journalism Matters...

From the
Publisher’s Desk

Dana McArthur
Member Canadian Association of Journalists

2
0
2
3

NOT YET USED

used

Q: What do you call an alligator wearing a vest?
A: An investi-gator!

Comment
he Weekly ANCHORT Support the local businesses that keep your 

community and its newspaper thriving.

GUEST COLUMN/EDITORIAL

Note: The views, opinions, and 
positions expressed in the column 
are the author's alone. They do not 
inherently or expressly reflect the 
views, opinions and/or positions of 
The Weekly Anchor, its staff, or 
Troy Media.
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community and its newspaper thriving.

Note: The views, opinions, and positions 
expressed in the column are the author's 
alone. They do not inherently or 
expressly reflect the views, opinions 
and/or positions of The Weekly Anchor, 
its staff, or Troy Media.

Comment
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community and its newspaper thriving.

Note: The views, opinions, and positions 
expressed in the column are the author's 
alone. They do not inherently or 
expressly reflect the views, opinions 
and/or positions of The Weekly Anchor, 
its staff, or Troy Media.

Comment
he Weekly ANCHORT Support the local businesses that keep your 

community and its newspaper thriving.

What is your favorite 
breakfast? Probably eggs and 
bacon, I like  really crispy 
crunchy bacon. 

Name : Deklan

Grade: 5

Note: The views, opinions, and 
positions expressed in the column are 
the author's alone. They do not 
inherently or expressly reflect the views, 
opinions and/or positions of The Weekly 
Anchor, its staff, or Troy Media.

Guest OpEd/Comment

WORD
SEARCH

butterfly
stun
eagle

garbage
solid
angle

detective
broadcast

sniff
elbow
license

suit
ranch
critical

hair
science
active
center

Word Search

Comics & Fun
he Weekly ANCHORT A Family Literacy Opportunity

provided by The Weekly Anchor 

flex
relief

agriculture
harvest
referral

sour
quit

clothes
transaction
customer

stimulation
highlight

steak
sweep

migration
harmful
diagram

trend

Word Search

NOT YET USED

not used
USED
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Call 780-723-1350 
for current Food Bank times
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Employment 
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Security Self 
Storage,

a division of
1983960 AB Ltd.

Site 3228 1st Ave.
Edson, Alberta

T7E 1N9
Office

218 50 Street, 
Box 6991, Edson, AB,

T7E 1V3
Ph 780-723-7533
Fax 780-723-7864

We hereby give notice 
to 

Ronald
Brown

Pursuant to the 
warehouseman lien act 
that your goods will be 

sold by any means 
available on or after 

June 1, 2020
  

The sale of this 
merchandise can be 
avoided by settling of 
accounts pursuant to 

this action before
May 31, 2020

Security Self 
Storage,

a division of
1983960 AB Ltd.

Site 3228 1st Ave.
Edson, Alberta

T7E 1N9
Office

218 50 Street, 
Box 6991, Edson, AB,

T7E 1V3
Ph 780-723-7533
Fax 780-723-7864

We hereby give notice 
to 

Cody
Davis

Pursuant to the 
warehouseman lien act 
that your goods will be 

sold by any means 
available on or after 

June 1, 2020
  

The sale of this 
merchandise can be 
avoided by settling of 
accounts pursuant to 

this action before
May 31, 2020

Announcements
WIN 1 OF 12 $2500 DREAM 
VACATIONS. 48 draws of $120 
plus many early bird prizes. 
Tickets at 
airdriedreamvacation.ca. Only 
600 tickets printed.
Auctions
BOWDEN REDDI-MART 
STORE AUCTION - Online 

Blanket CLASSIFIEDSAWNA

Remember to
drop off your 

donations for the

EDSON
FOOD BANK

at Independent Grocer,
Sobeys 

or the Edson Food Bank 

Remember to drop off your donations for the

EDSON FOOD BANK
at Independent Grocer, Sobeys or the Edson Food Bank 

780-725-3185
Please call Mondays to make an appointment for 

Tuesday mornings. 
Please call Thursdays to make an appointment for 

the two Thursday evenings that we're open. 

Sponsored by The Weekly Anchor

Operation Christmas Child Program

Last week to pack a shoebox! 
November 20 is the final day to 

drop off your shoeboxes at either 
the Alberta Treasury Branch or at 

YKCS in Glenwood. 

Classifieds
go online at 

www.weeklyanchor.com

EDSON

BETHEL PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH
6350 - 13th Ave., Edson.  Phone 
723-3007
Pastors John & Roberta Greiner: 
Heather & Daniel Greiner
Sunday service:  10:30 am 
Morning worship 
EDSON ALLIANCE CHURCH
5525-2nd Ave., Edson 
Ph: 723-5776 Pastor Bryan Walter
9:30 a.m. Sunday School 10:45 
a.m. Worship Service
Wednesday:  7 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting.
EDSON BAPTIST CHURCH
4719 - 9th Ave., Ph: 723-3982    
Sunday Services: 10:00 a.m.  
EDSON MENNONITE CHURCH
6212 - 13 Ave, Edson
Office hrs: Tues 9am-1pm
Office phone: 780-723-4992
Pastor Tyson Moerike
(Call or text 403-966-4705)
Sunday worship - 9:45
EDSON-PEERS CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH
4633-7th Ave., Edson
Ph: 723-5242
Pastor: Ryan Hoogerbrugge
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Edson  - 
Nursery provided Sunday School
EDSON SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST CHURCH
1133-55 St. Edson - Ph: 723-5490.  
Saturday Morning Service at 11:00 
a.m. Sabbath School at 10:00 a.m.
EDSON UNITED CHURCH
Edson United Church  
1214 Edson Drive Edson AB 
Phone: 723-3418   
FAMILY OF FAITH CHURCH
463 72 St., Edson (formerly 
Glenwood Hall), Telephone:  780-
517-7558
Sunday: 10:00 am - Coffee and 
Donuts; 10:30 am - Morning 
Service
Pastors:  Pastors John and Ingrid 
Huizing   vfm@shaw.ca
HOLY TRINITY 
(An Anglican/Lutheran Faith 
Community)  
Rev. Johnny Pooten 780-723-3157 
Worship Service 10am Sundays. 
All Services will be held at 
623-50 St., Edson. (St. 
Catherine's). Please phone for 
other information.  
THE NEW JOSHUA 
GENERATION FELLOWSHIP 
INTERNATIONAL
4911 B 3rd Avenue, Edson, AB
Sunday Worship at 2:00 p.m.; 
Fellowship after service.
Rev. Noemi Sogocio, Senior 
Pastor, 780-600-0050; 
noemi_sogocio2006@yahoo.ca
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC 
CHURCH
4803 - 6th Avenue, Edson 
Telephone: 723-3661.  
Pastor Father Thomas Basani 
(SAC)
Mass: Saturday: 5:00 p.m. Sunday: 
10:00 a.m. 
Call office for weekday Mass times.
HARVEST OUTREACH
MINISTRY EDSON
(HomeChurch) in Dunamis Centre
5202 -2nd Ave (East Entrance)
Service: Sunday 10am
Ph. 780-725-2222

CARROT CREEK, 
NITON JUNCTION

 & PEERS

CARROT CREEK CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP
Pastor George Stone 
Ph: 795-2132 Church in Peers, Ab
Adult Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service: 10:30 a.m. Non-
denominational - Everybody 
Welcome! 

COMMUNITY COWBOY 
CHURCH
Niton Junction Hall  Tuesdays, 7 
p.m.  780-712-3502

CHURCH
DIRECTORY

February 14-19. Selling Ice 
Cream Machines, W/I Cooler, 
Shelving, Meat Equip & More. 
www.montgomeryauctions.com 
403-885-5149.
Commercial Property
GET�YOUR MESSAGE SEEN 
ACROSS Alberta. The Blanket 
Classifieds or Value Ads reach 
over 500,000 Alberta readers 

Mon to Thurs
9am to Noon

Wildwood Ladies Aid Society is seeking a
maintenance person for the maintenance of two (2) 

cemeteries totalling approximately 6.75 acres.

Responsibilities are: 
- Cutting and trimming all grass on site.

- Cut and trim tress and shrubs as required.
- Keep records of work performed and hours worked.

- Perform other duties as assigned by supervisor.
Must have own equipment; mower, weed trimmer, grass 

blower, etc.
Must have liability insurance and WCB coverage.

Contract starts May 15, 2022 ending September 15, 2022

Mail all applications to:
Marjorie Russell

Box 580, Wildwood, AB T0E 0M0
Please reply by May 12, 2022

Invitation to Tender

Fire Smart Community Series- Cadomin Hall, February 18 
Trail Hall, February 20 Mackay Hall. Drop in style any time 
between 4:00-7:00pm
February 19 March 5: Family Time Marlboro Community 
Hall. This is a free program for caregivers with children 0-5 
10:30AM-12:30PM. Registration is required. 
www.yhcounty.ca/registeration 
February 12, 26 March 12: Family Time Peers Multiplex. This 
is a free program for caregivers with children 0-5 10:30AM-
12:30PM. Registration is required. 
www.yhcounty.ca/registeration
Feb 13 - Mar 20: County Free Winter Run Club: All runs 
start at noon at the following locations: Feb 13 - Robb 
Multiplex; Feb 20 - Marlboro Community Hall; Feb 27 - Peers 
Multiplex; Mar 6 - Niton Playground; Mar 13 - Wildwood Rec 

Complex; Mar 20 - Evansburg Arena. Pre-register at:
yhcounty.ca/registration - for the runs you would like to join.
March12, April 2 April 20: @ 6:00pmWellness Wednesday 
Winter Walks. Join for a 60 min walk through Town of Edson 
starting at Edson Drive Trail Head
February 14: Family Valentines Dance at Evansburg Legion 6-
8pm to register yhcounty.ca/registration or call 780-325-4800.
February 17: Snow Much Fun Family Day. 11AM-2PM  
Griffiths Park so much out door activities to list but bring a 
Helmet and skates for on the ice. 
February 22: Bottle drive for HRH Grad Class12-5pm
May 31: Eddies Big Run. Registration opens February 10. 
Register online at edson.ca or in person at Edson District 
Leisure Centre.

hat’s happening, when and where in the communityw

Community Events
hat’s happening, when and where in the communityw

Community Events

hat’s happening, when and where in the communityw

Community Events

Firewood for sale (Edson & Area). Split & Dry - 
Starting at $70 / pickup load. Free delivery within 
Town of Edson . Please call or text  (780) 712-1144

weekly. Three options starting at 
$269, $299 or $599 to get your 
message out! KEEP people in 
the loop with over 75 Weekly 
Community Newspapers. Call 
THIS NEWSPAPER now or 

email classifieds@awna.com 
for details. 1-800-282-6903, 
780-434-8746 www.awna.com.
For Sale
BLANKET THE PROVINCE 
with a classified ad. Only 
$269/wk (based on 25 words or 
less). Reach 75 weekly 
newspapers. Call NOW for 
details. 1-800-282-6903; 

www.awna.com; email 
classifieds@awna.com.
Services
PRIVATE MORTGAGE 
LENDER. All real estate types 
considered. No credit checks 
done. Deal direct with lender and 
get quick approval. Toll free 1-
866-405-1228; 
www.firstandsecondmortgages.ca.

Visit us at:
WeeklyAnchor.com

FOR SALE
Firewood for sale (Edson & Area). Split 
& Dry - Starting at $70 / pickup load. 
Free delivery within Town of Edson. 
Please call or text  (780) 712-1144

SEED/FEED GRAINS
Seed Oats  98  % germinat ion , 
Fusarium tested, No wild oats, Can 
d e l i v e r ,  O n  f a r m  s c a l e 
jamesbeniuk@gmail.com Woodland 
Lumber,  Evansburg       780-621-2229
Feed and Seed Oats for sale. Can roll or 
grind. Scale on farm also. 780-727-
4309                                                      mar2025

FOR RENT
Commercial Property for Lease - 3000 
sq.ft., offices, mezzanine, in-floor 
heating, Sumo, 12' x 12' insulated 
overhead door, fenced backyard. 
Contact Marion 780-712-1497             .
Office space for rent, various sized 
central location, ample parking call 780-
712-9890                                     .
FOR RENT: 2 bdrm, suitable for 1 
person only. No children, pets or 
smoking. Call 780-728-5917 leave 
message                                             .

Pine Manor Apt: 4102-6Ave, Edson 2 
bdrm $1075/ mth rent, $1075 damage 
deposit. 1 bdrm $950/ mth, $950 
damage deposit. Includes heat and 
water. 780-723-2177 or 780-728-3932                                    
For Rent: Basement Suite, Country 
living 5 min away from town. 2BR 1 1/2 
bath. Private entrance and parking. No 
pets Non smoking. Perfect for seniors, 
workers and small family. Available 
june 1. Phone 780-517-9227 evenings 
or leave a message                             .

HELP WANTED
EYAEYO Cleaning Services Ltd: 
Looking for 2 Cleaning Supervisor with 
NOC62024. Wages $35.50 hourly. 
Resumes: eyaeyo.cs@yahoo.com     .
Wildwood Legion Bottle Depot is 
hiring bottle sorters. Forklift experience 
would be an asset.Please drop resume 
off at the bottle depot on Tues- Sat from 
11:00 am - 5:00 pm or email to 
rclbr149@gmail.com                           .

Drop off locations for the
EDSON FOOD BANK

Call 780-725-3185 for an appointment 
All other inquiries 780-723-1350

4511 5th Ave. Edson

Sobeys, Shoppers 
Drug Mart, 

Independent Grocers, 
Timberjack Home 

Hardware and 
Edson RX Pharmacy
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Mon to Thurs
9am to Noon

Front Desk Clerk/Housekeeper Part-time casual 
position - Edson Alberta. Seeking a qualified Front 
Desk I Housekeeper for a motel in Edson, Alberta. 
Duties include managing guest reservations, 
conducting guest check-in and check-out 
procedures,  process ing payments ,  and 
performing laundry/housekeeping services. 
Compensation: $18 - $20 based on experience. 
F u l l  p o s t i n g  c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t : 
https://tinyurl.com/edsonmotel If interested, 
please submit cover letter and resume to 
copper4point@gmail.com

Classifieds go online at www.weeklyanchor.com

Wildwood Legion is looking for a bar 
Steward to work in the Tavern. Please drop a 
resume off at the legion Thursday-Saturday 
f rom 1:30pm -  5:00pm or  emai l  to 
rclbr149@gmail.com

Drop off locations for the
EDSON FOOD BANK

Call 780-725-3185 for an appointment 
All other inquiries 780-723-1350

4511 5th Ave. Edson

Sobeys, Shoppers Drug Mart, Independent Grocers, 
Timberjack Home Hardware and Edson RX Pharmacy

Sponsored by The Weekly Anchor

Email us with your
non-profit event date at:

anchorwk@telusplanet.net

Email us with your
non-profit event date at:

anchorwk@telusplanet.net

The Weekly
Anchor

5010 3rd Avenue, Edson

780-723-5787

PASSPORT 
PHOTOS & MORE

Mon to Thurs
9am to noon

The Weekly
Anchor

5010 3rd Avenue, Edson

780-723-5787

PASSPORT 
PHOTOS & MORE

Mon to Thurs
9am to noon

visit
our

online
e-edition
identical

to our
print

edition
@

www.
weekly
anchor
.com
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THE WEEKLY ANCHOR

Includes process colour pages 1,4,5,7,10,11,14,15,18,20,21,24

Distributed to major oil & gas and energy leaders in the region

* Edson * 
* Hinton*

* Grande Cache * 
* Drayton Valley *

* Whitecourt *

The Oilpatch is published the third week of every month and is read 
by a broad section of energy industry professionals, from company 
executives to oil and gas personnel and purchasing agents.  It also 

goes to oilfield service companies, suppliers and equipment 
manufacturers.

ENERGY EDUCATION IN ACTION

The
Weekly
Anchor

780-723-5787   5010 3rd Ave, Edson

Photos for 
Firearms,

Visas, and more

PASSPORT PHOTOSWALK-IN

Mon to Thurs 9am to Noon

Mon to Thurs 9am to Noon

$15.95!

Comment
he Weekly ANCHORT Support the local businesses that keep your 

community and its newspaper thriving.

June 24: The Hamlet of Robb is celebrating 100 years with a full day of 
activities for all ages. There will be a Beer Garden, Children's Carnival and 
Food Trucks, Historial Display and many other surprises.  Bring your family 
and help us celebrate in style.  10am  to  6pm with a park memorial and time 
capsule unveiling.  Be a part of history.

EVENT REMINDER

Visit our free online
edition at

weeklyanchor.com

Residential/Commercial/IndustrialResidential/Commercial/IndustrialResidential/Commercial/Industrial

ELECTRICAL/INSTRUMENTATION SERVICESELECTRICAL/INSTRUMENTATION SERVICESELECTRICAL/INSTRUMENTATION SERVICES

Email: keitha@connectenergyservices.comEmail: keitha@connectenergyservices.com
www.connectenergyservices.comwww.connectenergyservices.com

Email: keitha@connectenergyservices.com
www.connectenergyservices.com

Cell:  780-712-2553Cell:  780-712-2553
Fax:  780-942-2461Fax:  780-942-2461

Edson, AB  17408 Twp Rd 534Edson, AB  17408 Twp Rd 534

Cell:  780-712-2553
Fax:  780-942-2461

Edson, AB  17408 Twp Rd 534

Keith Ahlefeldt
Branch Manager

EVENT REMINDERS

July 10: Red Brick Arts Centre & Museum Explore Nature 9:30am

July 17, 24, 31 Aug 7, 14: Life Skills Boot Camp Peers Multiplex 11:00am-2-:30pm 
for ages 14-18 register by calling 780-325-3782 or email showe@yhcounty.ca

July 18: Bear Chase Triathlon at Bear Lake Register by June 28 to get a free shirt ages 
3-13 register at yhcounty.ca/registration or in person at Yellowhead County office or 

call 780-723-4800RCMP Centennial park. www.Edson.ca/YIA

ARBORIST SERVICES
EAVESTROUGH

C&H Feb 2024
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Gerald Soroka
MP Yellowhead
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Farm & FieldFarm & Field
News and ViewsNews and Views
Farm & Field
News and Views

REIKI

by Deanna Mitchener

Views & News

Travel Log Feature

Traffic violations and Theft Complaints calls topped the list of Edson RCMP occurrences at 13 calls each . 
Other investigations included:  Assistance 6 ; Abandoned Vehicles 0; Alarms/False Alarms 2; Animal 
Calls 0; Assault 3; Cause Disturbance 4; Fail to Comply with Conditions 2; False/Abandoned 911 Call 1; 
Family Orders and Agreements 0; Fraud 1, Harassment/Criminal Harassment 2; Lost or found property 2, 
Impaired Operation of Motor Vehicle 1; Information File 0; Mental Health Act 6; Mischief or Damage 0; 
Municipal Bylaws 0; Obstruct/Resist Peace Officer 0; Possess Stolen Property 0; Recovered Stolen 
Property 0; Sudden Death 1; Suspicious persons 6; Traffic Complaints 3  ;Trespassing 0; Unlawfully in 
Dwelling 1; and Wellbeing Checks 1.

Edson RCMP Occurrences
 For the week of: Feb 26 to Mar 3, 2024

OBITUARIES

Gerald Soroka
MP Yellowhead

Editor's Note: This week we have given MP Gerald Soroka's Op/Ed (which 
means opposite editorial page) the top Editorial position due the gravity 
and urgency of his topic and related private members Bill C-336: Noah's 
Law. Please take time to read it. - Publisher/Editor Dana McArthur

A Provincial Example,
A Federal Necessity 

Visit us at:
weeklyanchor.comVisit our

free online
e-edition 

at: 
weeklyanchor.com

www.weeklyanchor.com

SEEDS & FERTILIZER

he Weekly ANCHORT

Farm & FieldFarm & Field
News and ViewsNews and Views
Farm & Field
News and Views

GLASS APPLIANCE REPAIR

 Neil Rogers                780-725-0056 

Yellowhead
Appliance Repair

- Washer - Dryer
- Fridge - Dishwasher

- Stove / Oven

Edson - Hinton - Whitecourt and Area

ELECTRICAL/INSTRUMENTATION

Industrial, Commercial, ResidentialIndustrial, Commercial, ResidentialIndustrial, Commercial, Residential

ELECTRICAL/INSTRUMENTATION SERVICESELECTRICAL/INSTRUMENTATION SERVICESELECTRICAL/INSTRUMENTATION SERVICES

Email: keitha@connectenergyservices.comEmail: keitha@connectenergyservices.com
www.connectenergyservices.comwww.connectenergyservices.com

Email: keitha@connectenergyservices.com
www.connectenergyservices.com

Cell:  780-712-2553Cell:  780-712-2553
Fax:  780-942-2461Fax:  780-942-2461

Edson, AB  17408 Twp Rd 534Edson, AB  17408 Twp Rd 534

Cell:  780-712-2553
Fax:  780-942-2461

Edson, AB  17408 Twp Rd 534

Keith Ahlefeldt
Branch Manager

SHOP LOCAL AND SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES

CARPENTRY AND RENO ADVERTISING

WEEKLYANCHOR.COM

NEWSPAPER

The Weekly
EDSON’S INDEPENDENT, AWARD WINNING LOCAL NEWSPAPER

SERVING EDSON & YELLOWHEAD COUNTY FOR 30 YEARS

anchorwk@telusplanet.net

Event
Reminders

November 21: 
Lite up late night 

Shopping.

November 22: 
RCMP Centennial Park 
Light Up & Fireworks. 
Time: 5:30pm - 7:30pm

Location: RCMP 
Centennial Park and 

Galloway Station 
Museum 223-55 Street, 

Edson.

Note: The views, opinions, and positions expressed in 
the column are the author's alone. They do not 
inherently or expressly reflect the views, opinions 
and/or positions of The Weekly Anchor, its staff, or 
Troy Media.

Record Growth for Alberta Open Farm Days 2024
Alberta Open Farm Days is a 2-day summer 

event that presents Albertans with an 
opportunity to experience the farm firsthand 
from farmers and ranchers. From its beginnings 
in 2013, the program has encouraged Albertans 
to engage with their local communities and 
experience agri-tourism.

In 2024, Alberta Open Farm Days saw 

Over 50,000 Albertans 
visited farms and 
participated in 
culinary events 
during Open Farm 
Days in 2024.

exponential growth. “We were very excited 
about Alberta Open Farm Days 2024,” says Tim 
Carson, CEO, Alberta Association of 
Agricultural Societies. “We saw a notable 
increase in the number of participating farms, 
with more than 150 farms opening their doors to 
Albertans. Visitor numbers also rose 
significantly, jumping from nearly 36,000 in 
2023 to over 52,000 in 2024."

Since its inception, Alberta Open Farm Days 
participating farms have 
generated more than $1.7 
million in sales of goods to 
Albertans during the event. 
In 2024, on-farm sales 
surpassed $300,000 for the 
first time, highlighting that 
visitors are eager to support 
Alberta's agricultural industry.

“Since its humble beginnings, Alberta Open 
Farm Days has grown and many hosts have 

the Alberta agriculture story.”
Over the years, Alberta Open Farm Days has 

also evolved to offer professional 
development opportunities for hosts, helping 
them build successful ag-tourism programs. 
Training sessions were provided to equip 
farms with valuable insights on marketing, 
ticketing, food planning and booking, as well 
as insurance.

Alberta Agriculture and Irrigation is proud 
to work with 
Travel Alberta to 
support Alberta 
Open Farm Days 
and bring 
education, 
innovative and 
informative agri-

tourism to rural Alberta. “Registration is now 
open for 2025,” says Carson. “Mark your 
calendars for the 13th annual Alberta Open 
Farm Days on August 16 and 17 and come and 
meet your rural neighbours.”

Inspired by 
Michelangelo’s 
masterpiece in the 
Sistine Chapel, Mrs. 
Semotiuk’s Grade one 
students at Mary 
Bergeron School turned 
their Art lesson upside 
down recently. Students 
were lying on the floor 
with paper taped 
beneath their desks and 
drew and colored 
pictures to tell a story. 
This creative approach 
not only sparked their 
imagination, but also 
provided an excellent 
opportunity to 
strengthen their fine 
motor skills. By reaching 
and stretching in 
unconventional ways, 
the students developed 
hand-eye coordination, 
improved grip strength, 
and refined their control 
over pencils and 
markers.   photo 
submitted by Deanna 
Mitchener

 At the February 4, 2025, meeting, Council 
gave first reading to Aerial Fire Truck 
Debenture Bylaw No. 2321. This Bylaw would 
allow for the borrowing of a maximum of 
$2,750,000 with a maximum interest rate of 
6% and a maximum term of 20 years for the 
capital purchase of an Aerial Fire Truck in 
2025. 
Why does the Town of Edson need a new 
truck? 

Engine 604 is reaching the end of its lifespan 
as a frontline fire apparatus. Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA)1900 (2024, Annex F-F.1) 
recommends placing apparatus older than 15 
years into a reserve status, and older than 25 
years into retirement. 604 has now been in 
service for 19 years. A direct replacement of 
604 was estimated at $1.1 million to $2 
million. 

With this in mind, an aerial truck (commonly 
known as a ladder truck) was recommended 
and approved as a replacement in the 2025 
budget. 
Why an Aerial Truck? 

An aerial truck would provide a higher 
service level for our community with 
additional capabilities for increased life safety 
and property protection. An aerial has greater 
effectiveness for fire suppression, providing 
vertical access for both firefighting and rescue 
operations. 

 First reading to Aerial Fire Truck Debenture Bylaw 
This would also enhance Edson's Fire 

underwriters Survey (FUS) rating, by 
improving the town's ability to respond to low-
rise fires and large commercial incidents. 

With the growing number of large buildings, 
both in height and overall size, having this extra 
capability is a growing need in our community. 
Some examples of such facilities include 
Weyerhaeuser, Walmart, Parkland Lodge, 
Schools, and larger apartment buildings. his 
also greatly impacts fire suppression operations 
in standard single-family homes as well. 
Costs 

The Town of Edson is aware of the "sticker 
shock" of a number like $2.75 million. This is a 
substantial purchase for our community. A 
debenture was chosen by Council as a way to 
spread the debt payments over several years, 
giving generational ownership of this purchase 
as opposed to the bulk sum being fronted by 
current residents only. 

It should also be noted, that while $2.75 
million is the number requested in the bylaw, 
this is the maximum amount being considered. 
As Council and Administration go through the 
2026 budget process, all efforts will be made to 
find efficiencies to bring that amount to be 
borrowed down. Grants and other funding will 
also be explored as we look to keep this as 
affordable as possible for our residents. 

How is this being advertised? 
A notice of the Bylaw will go in the 

newspaper for 2 consecutive weeks starting 
February 10 through to February 23. Following 
this, electors have 15 days to file a petition 
against the Bylaw. 

More information regarding the petition 
process can be found here: 
https://www.alberta.ca/petition-information-for-
electors. 

 (photo is stock and not the actual truck being purchased) 

Note: See town ad page 5
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